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PREFACE. 



It cannot be denied that the success of the great 
American republic will give impetus to radical re- 
form in this country; and we are accustomed to 
associate universal suffrage with radical reform. But 
I have found that our Cousin Jonathan as a moneyed, 
educated, being, dislikes universal suffrage. Kepub- 
lican and Democrat of the upper class have told me 
in confidence that they think there should be some- 
thing more required of a voter than sane, uncon- 
victed, manhood.* 

Here I must pause to settle the meaning of several 
expressions which will be used in the present work, 
and for which you might otherwise call me to ac- 
count : 

* Jonathan has had experience of a restricted franchise, since 
in many States the voter must possess property ; and in some — 
Connecticut, for example — ^he must be able to read. 
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Jonathan, — our American cousins spoken of col- 
lectively, and with a tendency to imply the ruling 
section of the country. 

Sambo, — an American citizen (vide the Civil Eights 
Bill) of African descent, with a claim on Jonathan 
for work performed during the last century. 

Republican (when spelt with a capital letter), — a 
member of the political party which brought Abra- 
ham Lincoln into power, and which appears to be in 
two minds about Andrew Johnson. 

Democrat (when spelt with a capital letter), — a 
member of the political party which failed to keep 
Abraham Lincoln out of power, and which patronises 
Fenians rather than negroes. 

Coloured Person, — much the same as Sambo. Not 
used in the West Indian sense of half-caste as dis- 
tinguished from absolutely black; but referring to 
all darkeys. 

I have yielded to the usurpation by which our 
cousin calls himself "American," and his country 
" America," in contradistinction to other people and 
territories on the same continent. You will easily 
distinguish the political from the geographical term. 



PREFACE. IX 

Of Eeconstruction (the building up again of the 
South or Dixie's Land*), I can only say that it has 
progressed with marvellous rapidity. When I arrived 
in America the conquered Southern States were held 
down by a force considerably larger than that with 
which Napoleon set out for Moscow : agriculture was 
at a standstill ; business suspended ; and free coloured 
labour was thought by most Southerners an impossi- 
bility. When I left America in the spring of the 
present year, Dixie's Land was but thinly garrisoned ; 
trade had revived ; negroes were working for wages ; 
and a cotton crop of two million five hundred thou- 
sand bales was confidently expected. 

Of President Johnson I will not say much, as his 
career is unfinished. He is reputed to be a shrewd, 
hard-headed politician, caring more for expediency 
than for principle, but anxious, nevertheless, to do as 
much justice as he conveniently can. 

Jonathan's neighbours, Canada and Mexico, have 
each a place in the following pages. 

Canada may well call for our especial attention. 
She is the tendon Achilles of British Colonial rule 

* So called nobody could or would tell me why. 
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— the weak point at which our cousin threatens to 
wound us sorely. My best wish for all parties 
would be Canadian' independence, with a neutrality 
guaranteed alike by John and Jonathan. More of 
this in Chapter XII. 

Mexico has been given a far worse name than she 
deserves. Some people have lost money in the silver 
mines, others have failed to make a fortune in the 
country which they entered penniless, and many at 
a distance have been disgusted by hearing of revolu- 
tions which they did not take the trouble to under- 
stand. Few Englishmen appreciated the grave 
issues at stake between Juarez and Miramon during 
their fierce contest, or the Quixotic nature of French 
intervention when, at length, Juarez had triumphed. 
I saw nothing in Maximilian's Empire to make me 
hopeftd that it would continue for even a week after 
Marshal Bazaine and his soldiers should have re- 
turned to France. 

If Northern* Americans consider that my praises 
of rebel courage are too loud — though I do not think 

♦ " Northern " and " Southern " in their conventional sense ; 
no allusion to South America. 
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that they will, for they admit that the "Eebs" 
resisted them stoutly — Southern Americans may 
perhaps take umbrage at my strong abhorrence of 
slavery. To neither section can I abate one jot of 
possible offence. The Confederates fought like brave 
men, and, especially at Fort Sumter, they main- 
tained the struggle with desperate energy ; but there 
was at their side a phantom impersonation of wrong 
which could bring them no blessing. Everything 
failed atfd withered that should have ripened into 
Confederate success ; whilst everything prospered 
with the Federals, however much they might blun- 
der ; for justice and freedom were there, as potent, 
though little-heeded allies. 



3, Dr, Johnson's Buildings^ Temple, 
May 29, 1866. 
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CHAPTEE I. 



THE FOURTH OF JULY. 



Union triumph — Bamum's museum — Pyrotechnic display. 

The glorious Fourth of July, 1865, deserved unusual 
honour, because peace had been conquered in spile 
of every obstacle, and because Uncle Sam had con- 
vinced mankind that he would not submit to vivi- 
section. 

So thought New York City ; so reasoned its en- 
terprising boys and its crafty dealers in fireworks. 
From day-dawn there were explosions, great and 
smalL Toy cannon, pistols, crackers, and miniature 
torpedoes were freely used, until November 5th in de- 
generate England — temp. Sir Kichard Mayne — would 
have been positive silence by comparison. Are we 
not over-hasty in reducing our expenditure of powder 

VOL- I. B 
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on Guy Fawkes' day ? There is a deep-seated crav- 
ing for noise in the natural man, as shown by tom- 
toms, royal salutes, three times three, &c. And this 
feeling in Young America finds wholesome vent on 
the Fourth of July. 

Everywhere stars and stripes ! Bunting of the right 
colour must have been at a premium, for surely so 
many flags were never seen before. The citizens 
wore a good-humoured look, proverbial amongst those 
who win — it was wonderful how popular the winning 
side had become — and New York was undergoing a 
phase of dark-blue coats and light-blue pantaloons. 
Not even Paris when Napoleon returned from Sol- 
ferino could have shown faces more sun-burnt and 
determined than were visible in the Empire City. 
The veterans of Grant and Sherman were crowding 
back from Dixie's Land with a ragged war-worn 
appearance, and, greatest change of all, here was a 
real live coloured soldier ! He wore a coat of blue 
which did not suit his complexion, and was eyed 
askance by sundry half-hearted Unionists. But his 
presence in New York was very significant. It con- 
vinced me that American telegrams during the last 
four years were often founded on fact. 

Arrived at Union Square, I saw some thousands 
of people gathered about a platform, where sat 
Mayor Gunther and other civic magnates, whilst 
General Sanford on horseback was posted a little 
to one side. The police were busy with voice and 
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truncheon urging those who crowded forward to 
keep their places. Boys had climbed into trees' 
or clung, doubtfully happy, upon spiked railings. 
Everything was hot and dusty, as on most public oc- 
casions in summer time out of England. Now there 
was a sound of approaching music and a tramping 
of many feet. Bayonets glittered above the throng 
of spectators, whilst the leading regiment marched 
past in column of companies, well-ordered and steady. 
These New York militiamen were no bad specimens 
of what a citizen-soldiery should be. Their aspect 
was akin to that of London Volunteers with a touch 
of the French National Guard about them. One 
corps was entirely composed of Frenchmen in red 
pantaloons and with a tricolor flag. Another con- 
tained none but " Dutchmen," as they here call the 
Germans. Then there came a regiment in grey 
jackets without cross-belts, the New York 7th, dear 

* 

to Wall Street and Fifth Avenue. 

No cheering had yet been heard, for spectators 
kept their breath to honour the ** boys " from Dixie, 
and it was not until the boys appeared in sight 
^t enthusiasm" was awakened. Here they were at 
last! Tattered flags, clothes that would have fetched 
about one pound sterling per company at a second- 
hand sale, and weapons in excellent condition. Shout 
after shout rang forth to greet the boys as they 
tramped steadily past. There was a wild Celtic 
"hnrroo!" for the Irish Brigade, headed by General 

B 2 
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Nugent. Another wild " hurroo ! " for this same 
brigade, and yet another for the warlike priests, 
whose rusty black coats and strong serviceable horses 
told that they had followed their flocks to battle. 

In those loud shouts were drowned the curses of a 
few gentlemen close at my elbow who muttered that 
'' Irish mercenaries had disgraced themselves by fight- 
ing for the nigger." Perhaps some obstinate Ja^ob- 
ites viewed with disg-ist the safe return of His Royal 
Highness of Cumberland from Culloden, or some 
misguided Whigs perused with regret the dispatches 
of May 5th from St. Helena. Yet the political coach 
drove on without pause or hesitation. 

Is not every New Yorker entitled to damage his 
own eyes should he 90 please, although it is clear 
that courtesy forbids him to imprecate destruction 
on the visual organs of his neighbour ? Then, if so, 
away with melancholy and silence — the latter espe- 
cially — fron\ Barnum's in the forum to Jones's Wood 
without the wall. In Brooklyn and Williamsburgh, 
on the ferry-boats which cross the East river or the 
Hudson, at Jersey City and Hoboken, in every dis- 
trict and suburb of the great American metropolis, 
there was holiday-making on the afternoon of the 
Fourth. Public dinners were being eaten, and patri- 
otic speeches were being delivered at many points. 
Washington had its official receptions and salute- 
firings. The gay world of Saratoga entertained 
Generals Sickles, Schofield, and Kilpatrick with a 
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splendid banquet. At Gettysburg battle-field the 
foundation-stone of a monument was laid by Generals 
iffeade and Howard. At Boston stout old Farragut 
was feasted along with Anderson of Fort Sumter. 
In the conquered cities of the South there were 
processions or mass-meetings for the coloured people, 
and good cheer for the Unionist garrisons. But at 
no place in the triumphant North or in the broken 
dispirited South was the festival which called Ameri- 
cans together more fully honoured than in New 
York. Patriotism curled up in smoke-clouds from 
many a "lager-bier" saloon, and detonated along 
many a footway. It was cracked and brassy from 
incessant repetitions of ** Hail Columbia ! " when 
found with bands of music ; and somewhat inarticu- 
late about the Bowery grog-shops. Here an orator told 
his audience that the " American citizen would run 
faster, sleep sounder, dive deeper, and come up drier 
than any other boss under the blue arch of heaven." 
There a party of Fenian brothers indulged in dreams 
of " ould Oireland's restoration," accompanying the 
same with strains of " Yankee Doodle ;" whilst flaxen- 
haired Teutons, although enthusiastic for Stars and 
Stripes, did not forget to ask in chorus, " Was ist 
des Deutschen Vaterland ?" 

And yet, unless a stranger had on this day seen 
Bamum's Museum, he would have missed the Prince 
of Denmark in the play of Hamlet. "Barnum's" 
woB, — alas, that the past tense should be necessary ! 
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— an American institution.* When I remember that 
nine days afterwards the museum was destroyed by 
fire — that many of its living wonders then perished 
miserably — there is something impressive in the re- 
collection of how gorgeous a funeral pile the emperor 
of showmen had unwittingly prepared. Sardana- 
palus would have owned himself outdone could he 
have visited Barnum's with a prophetic eye and be- 
held all tljat thirty-five cents entitled him to see. 
From garret to basement there was curiosity piled on 
curiosity. Great pictures hanging outside conveyed 
some notion of what was within, and flags of every 
size fluttered above the building. What were its 
neighbours in comparison ? — St Paul's Church, with 
leafy trees and shaded grass ; the Astor House, an 
imposing block of masonry, but more like con- 
solidated law courts than an hotel ; the City Hall, 
unworthy of such a city. There was nothing in sight 
to fill the place in the public estimation that Bar- 
num's occupied. Although a private speculation, the 
museum was national in its style of catering for 
everybody's amusement and instruction. Allow an 
expert cracksman six companions and thirty minutes' 
time to plunder the Brompton Boilers, ten minutes 
at Madame Tussaud's, twice as long at the British 
Museum (stufied animal department), and an hour 
for removing some choice specimens from Begent's 
Park Zoological Gardens ; then take a few articles 
* A Barnum museum has since been opened at another spot. 
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from the Bolytedmic, with « leetnrer to exiiahi 
them, and collect aD the huixuiii oddities od Titw in 
London. This, with an orohestzm. sbooting pJierr. 
refreshment io(»n, and theatre, woold pre ycfu a 
tolerable imitation of BamnzD s on the FcnntL. Bm 
so misoeUaneons an asBoitmemt would require a 
master-hand to arrange and clafisifr it. liaznnm 
, would be wanted to give yon a gennine Ajuen^ta. 
mnseom! 

I paid my thirty-fiye cents and entered amourrHt b 
crowd of retained Teterans. Thev were freti iroiL 

m 

the meaning's parade, or rsther from the mid-diiy 
meal, and had as mnch liq[nar on board as they ^'oulc 
conTeniently carry ; yet, baning a certain de^ee ol 
joyous familiarity with all present, the •* bcnrfe" were 
well4>ehaTed. Upstairs we scramble and into a room 
where spectatoTB aie ti^^y wedged. Prufesacir 
Hntchins is exhibiting his powerg of lif^rtniTi^r rjal- 
colatioQ. I notice with pleasm-e that the Professor 
has not aged snce 1860, and that row% uf fignrsF are 
added np with a manrellons elbow fiuunsL ht uf yixrt,. 
Next we haTC **phrBnakgy ehicidffted,^ which irn>- 
sistibly brings to mind the snbdned excitemeut of 
Polytechnic eremngs. Then liumnm^s is itself again, 
as the Nova Scotia giantess, a lady ei^it feet hi^ 
draws herseslf iq> with a Tast goud-hnmourBd amik:. 
The yonng CSrcaasian and the monster fat woman 
now daim attentian ; but ahitongb gratified at seeing 
these freaks of nfl^;Dre, and ^ feeling,^ afe cine uf the 
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soldiers says. " that we are getting someways through 
our thirty-five centa' worth," I miss seTeral old 
Cavourites, Where are Eng and Chang, those in- 
separable natives of Siain ? Where their respectiTe 
families ? How fares it with Calvin Edson, the 
thinnest of human beings, in spite of a " voradoos 
appetite?" Can he still repeat poetry by heart? 
Lastly, where is the " Human Nondescript," or 
•' What is it," who resembled so greatly an idiotic 
negro, but was, we were assured, of a race hithertd 
supposed to be extinct ? Are Barnum's. proteges 
shortlived ? Do they seek, like domestic servante, to 
better themselves, or retire with ample fortunes, as 
it is expected that General Tom Thumb will do some 
Jay? I fancy that the Mammotli Baby of former 
yeare is now starring it as the "giant boy," and that 
the poor "Human Nondescript" has gone where 
physical deformities are for ever laid aside. It 
matters little to a gaping and intelligent public to 
what bourne the wonders no longer on view have 
departed. Let us be content to see our thirty-five 
cents' worth, and pass on tJirough other portions of 
the museum. 

Without wasting a minute over third-rate wax- 
'work, Buch as Baker Street would melt down and 
remodel, we may watch Hoiidin's automaton letter- 
writer, or the glass steam-engine, at work. Then 
there is a case full of historical relics ; ft-om the first 
American flag hoisted over New York to the playbill 
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of Ford's Theatre picked up in President Lincoln's 
box on April 14th. Those who prefer living curiosities 
may linger round Ned, " the performing seal " — he 
was saved from the fire to the delight of his friends — 
may inspect the alligator, or marvel at the happy 
£unily. Why will they persist in caUing those sub- 
dued broken-spirited collections of half-reconciled 
foes " happy families " ? A pair of white porpoises, 
yclept for the nonce " whales," are to be seen in their 
tank on the second floor, whilst any number of stufled 
birds and beasts may be discovered in out of the way 
nooks. Bamum's is something unique. A child 
would enjoy, as thousands of children are enjoying, 
the waxworks, the giantess, and the seal, whilst a 
profound zoologist might spend hours before the 
neglected illustrations of natural history which have 
drifted into this museum. Who, for instance, but 
Bamum himself can explain the petrified Indian 
horse and serpent here exhibited? — the man and 
horse evidently crushed by the reptile, which has 
been slain by its victim's poisoned arrows. AU of 
them have died together in a dripping cave and 
undergone gradual incrustation. "Is it real, or is 
it humbug ? " asks an astonished visitor, and Mr. 
Barnum replies with a smile, " That's just the ques- 
tion ; persons who pay their money at the door have 
a right to form their own opinions after they have 
got up stairs." 
Coming out once more into the sunny street, I 
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took a horae-car which was going up town. No 
qnestion here of contest between the advocates of 
street railroads and the possessors of private carri- 
agee. A western Berestbrd Hope has not been found 
to do battle on behalf of axle-trees and springs, 
or, if found, lie has been trampled under foot, and 
metals have been laid above hia grave. Since my 
former visit the horse-cars have increased in point of 
number and audacity. Broadway and Fifth Avenue 
are scarcely free from them, whilst every other 
thoroughfare running up and down the city ha« 
sliining rails let into it^ pavement. 

We trotted briskly away from Bamum's and were 
soon crowded to excess with holiday passengers bound 
for Jones's Wood, the Cremonie of MaobattaD.' On 
Independence-day excuse may be made for over- 
filling the public conveyance*. But Americans 
always submit to this nuisance with a tameness which 
is shocking t« see. Raise the fare, if yi>u will, adopt 
any reasonable measnre of relief, but do not let those 
who have paid for their places be annoyed by having 
other gentlemen treading upon their toes, or be forced 
to stand up through politeness to the weaker ses. 

Having seated myself in a comer, and been con- 
siderably squeezed by a stout man with a basket who 
stationed himself before me, I had leisure to while 
away the stifling journey by conversation with a 
young soldier at my side. He was a cripple, the 
twentieth cripple whom I hod seen that morning, 
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tod he carried his crutches as cheerfully as though 
they had been croquet mallets. 

" Been wounded long ?" said I. 

" No, sir, not longer than January last. We had a 
skirmish in front of Petersburg, and my leg was 
broken. It seemed as if it might have come right, 
but the surgeon whipped it off whilst I was asleep." 

" How do you mean ? Asleep with chloroform ? " 

" That's about it," replied the soldier, with a husky 
laugh. "They found it easier to slice away when 
each case was brought before them than to give the 
boys a chance of growing better. Surgeons aire 
much like other folk, and want to hurry up their 
work. There was a comrade of mine that had an 
idee he'd be wounded some day, and was fearful of 
losing his limbs without cause. He gave me fifty 
dollars to carry for him just before the big fight at 
the Wilderness. * Now,' said he, * if I get a hole 
knocked in my skin, you give the surgeon that's 
looking after me them fifty dollars, and beg him to 
save every bone if he can fix it.' I promised I would, 
and then came the battle. My comrade was hit in 
the arm and leg. They took him to the rear, and it 
wam't for several hours after that I could get leave 
to visit him. Five hundred dollars wouldn't have 
saved his limbs then, for they were both taken slick 
off. * Wal, sir, you've been smart about it,' said I to 
the surgeon. 'Yes, sir,' said he, * guess we have. 
Both sides uppermost with care won't do here. We've 
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hard work to get through at any price.' And he waj 
right, sir. The amount of arms and legs they had 
taken off was quite surprisin'." 

My neighbour with the crutches then mentioned 
how much kindness he had received from the medical 
department, albeit they were so ready to amputate ; 
and he spoke highly of the chief surgeons attached to 
his division. " But they dew say," added he, with a 
droll look in his great wide eyes, " that doctors ain't 
fond of war, because it does killing wholesale, and 
makes their retail business seem almighty mean." 

" Uncle Sam will take care of that lot 1 " exclaims 
our conductor briskly, as the cripple hobbles down a 
side street. So he ought, and liberally* too, for the 
lame soldiers have helped him to a most signal 
success. 

Such a crush before the City Hall, fireworks ex- 
hibited to a delighted crowd, and the evening 
oppressively hot. My. ticket of admission to a good 
place was about as useful as though it had referred 
to the pit at Covent Garden. Who could penetrate 
that surging mass of humanity, and what did the out- 
siders care for tickets or for those who held them ? 
Rockets went whizzing up high in air. Boman 
candles and Catherine wheels were expended with 
reckless prodigality. It was not quite so good a dis- 
play as one sees on the fete Napoleon^ and decidedly 
better than an average effort at Rosherville. There 
were cries of approval in all languages to greet the 
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more sparkling developments. What wonder that 
many tongues and accents should be heard, for New 
York contains more Germans than there are in 
Frankfort, and more Irishmen than dwell in Dublin ; 
Italians enough to man all the hand-organs that 
Mr. Babbage ever heard, with sufBcient Frenchmen 
to people another Leicester Square. The hurrah, in 
various forms, mingles with the hoch and the viva as 
a grand pyrotechnic crash lights up the sea of human 
faces for one moment, to leave blank darkness and a 
knowledge that the fun is over. I retreat to my 
hotel, have a pair of boots stolen by an evil-disposed 
loafer — moral, put not out boots to be cleaned on 
such a night — and can hear the banging of toy 
cannon, or an occasional vinous shout of merriment, 
until slumber supervenes. 
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CHAPTER II. 



THE EMPIRE CITY. 



Brown stone fronts — Heraldic devices. 

On the next morning New York awoke to its usual 
business. No crackers were heard along the pave- 
ments, and acres of star-spangled bunting had been 
furled. Wall Street occupied itself with the " 7-30 
loan," or dealt in the root of all evil at 40 per cent, 
premium. There were heavily-laden drays plying 
between ships and warehouses, and King Dirt sitting 
enthroned in every thoroughfare by the water-side. 
Scavengers were scarce, or the Corporation was in- 
diflferent. I saw it stated that New York cost more 
to govern than London, and the result would have 
been encouraging to a friend of Anglo-aldermanic 
rule. 

Whatever democratic institutions have done for 
America, they have not prevented a reproduction in 
New York of the crime and the poverty familiar to 
most European cities. This same civilization which 
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destroys the noble savage after forbidding him to run 
wild in woods, must have something scorching about 
its footprints that quickly makes a heap of ashes for 
the modern giant to stand on. Should Salt Lake 
City contain some day a million of inliabitants, will 
not paupers be found in Utah? Will not the beating 
of one wife become a Mormon recreation ? 

How can I do justice to New York in a single 
chapter ? Shall I epitomize its merits by calling it a 
" bully* city "? Or give you a list of its exports and 
imports, public charities, and omnibus lines ? Shall 
I invite a committee from Longacre to visit Central 
Park and observe the elegant light-built carriages 
which may there be seen ? Or shall I call upon you 
to weep with me over the decadence of New York 
fire companies ? Superseded by regular firemen, 
those gay pugnacious volunteers have passed away ; 
but they were terrible in their time of power. I re- 
member witnessing an extensive fire down town in 
1860. Before we casual spectators could quite realize 
that anything was the matter, half a dozen com- 
panies charged headlong into th6 street, struggled 
resolutely for a front place, set their engines to work, 
demolished some houses which were " bound to^ go," 
rescued a score of inmates, and thrashed everybody, 
including the police, when they interfered. It was 
over before one had grown weary of watching, and 

♦ So Quince, of Athens, " What say'st thou, bully Bottom ? " 
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the companies had a free fight, in which blood was 
copiously drawn, ere they returned home right 
merrily. 

Most English people entertain the erroneous idea 
that domestic secjiusion is unknown in America. 
Great caravansaries with marble floors and troops of 
nimble waiters are thought to be the only home of 
Jonathan's nomadic children. They live in public, 
and die early through "bolting" meat three times a 
day. Such is the popular belief. Yet these Ameri- 
cans of long journeys and large hotels will reside 
quietly for ten months of the year in their brown- 
faced town mansions, or in their wooden country 
houses. Half their eangeant ways, when they travel 
in Europe, are put on to show Old Worldlings how a 
republican can live ; the other half may be credited 
to their ancestor, Mr. Bull. 

Apropos to country houses in the Eastern States, 
I once asked a fellow-passenger "How it was that 
Yankees could remain quietly among fields and 
fences ? " 

"Sir," said he, "when the American takes to a 
quiet home he beats your countrymen at that, as you 
all confess he does in most things. He gets to be 
more prejudiced, less progressive, and quite as old- 
fashioned as any English squire. I guess he'd go 
out gunning after foxes, as your people do, if he'd 
no particular value for time." 

My informant may have over-stated his case, but 
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there are thousands of solid yeomen who do remain 
amongst fields, and remain there moreover with pro- 
fitable result. 

In New Tork City tbe private dwellings can be , 
counted by miles. There are not only the grand 
residences of the Fifth Avenae, and the dingy tene- 
ments about Ninth and Tenth Avenues, but street 
after street of comfortable well-built houses, such as 
would average fi'om fifty pounds to a hundred pounds 
a year rent in London.* Houses which somebody 
occupies, too, as witness the tubs of family rubbish i 
waiting on the pavement before them until dustmen 
be forthcoming. Who has caused that rubbish — 
cabbage -stalks, broken bottles, and tlie like ? It is 
evident that domestic life has votaries in tbe Empire 
City. See, a perambulator turns the corner! Will 
it make for some hotel, or claim connection irith one 
ofthes© inhabited houses? Ah, tbe nurse has paused; 
^be steers past a dust-tub and runs into port. Then < 
tliis house, at least, has babies belonging to it, a . 
■I'.ar case of domesticity. Presently, I am myself 
tiltiring a brown-faced side-street dwelling. The 
■ Intwing-room is neatly furnished, with pictures on 
its walls, and hooka on its tables. We converse 
upon different matters. A stranger's mistakes re- 
[■peeting Americans afford us one topic, with laughter 
it the notion that they all live in hotels. Then I 
:i!.'.'ir how diihcult it is to secure good servants, and 
• Tliey (ire let for twice bij niuoii wliere they sluad. 
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from wages we drift into politics. " Is the city well 
governed ?" This question leads to mention of news- 
paper articles, and I quote the 'New York Herald. 
For the hundredth time in America, I am told not 
to believe the 'Herald.' "It gives foreigners 
incorrect impression of our country," says my host. 
To which I make answer, interrogatively, "Just as 

the does in regard to England ?" " Something 

quite different and much worse!" is the reply. How- 
beit the said New York Herald, although fre- 
quently abused by Americans of every party, 
eagerly devoured throughout the States. Can it be 
possible that the Herald stands towards literatora 
as Bamum to museums, or the London, Chatham 
aud Dover, to railways? Mr. Gordon Bennett's pub- 
lication is strong, successful, and reckless. It has 
correspondents in all quarters, aud obtains full tele- 
graphic news no matter at what expense. A story i 
told of one of its staff who, wialung to keep the wirea 
employed until he had gathered " further parti^ 
culars," telegraphed the ' Book of Job,' and tht 
continued hii^ profane narrative. I do not desire to 
puff the New York Herald, which sounds its 
trumpet with sufficient force, but, when English- 
men hear of its style they are apt to underrate i: 
position. The Herald is no trumpery print, sup- 
plying food for mob orators. It is, as Americans say, 
an "almighty fact," and deserves soine notice In 
treating of the Empire City, 
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Baymond'a ' New York Times ' and Horace Greely's 
'Tribune' would be put forward by a large class 
of dtizena aa the true representative newspapers 
of their country. These publications are respectable 
for their consistency, and for the able articles 
ivhich they contain ; but, as well compare the wild 
steed of the desert to the disciplined charger, an 
the Herald to its above-named co temporaries. A 
foreigner, taking up Gordon Bennett's paper, is 
sore of being startled. Perhaps he will find a sug- 
gestion that the Corporation should forthwith suflTer 
capital punishment as a caution to office-holders, or 
an editorial calliug for immediate Tengeance on 
England. Nothing is spared. The Herald dashes 
right and left, says things which no one else would 
vi_-uture to say, and circulates a hundred and fifty 
tliousand copies daily. An outside observer may 
reaaonably ask. Where are the Americans who agree 
■lith the Herald's politics? I have sometimes 
lijiiiight that nobody quite agrew with it, but that 
ii rests upon a changeable go-ahead sentiment pecu- 
liar to the United States, We have heard, in refer- 
■■!"« to a great English newspaper, that it does 
'I 't lead public opinion, but follows the same. Now, 
1 this be also true of the New York Herald, what 
■'r-ange guides it must possess, and towards what 
^lAcowii bourne may it not eventually be dragged. 
"Sensation" is native to America, and exists 
J in greater strength than it has yet secured 
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with UB. True, we annomice Yictoriea and defeate in 
large type, we print our placards with coloured 
letters irregularly placed, and advertise our books. 
Only six-and-thirty years ago Christopher North and 
the Ettrick Shepherd discussed whether an author 
could let advertisements vulgarize his name ! Since 
ihen our best literati condescend to be blazoned forth 
in characters a foot high. So, sensation has done no 
harm to that department Our novels are, perliaps, 
more abruptly horrible than they used to be ; bat, 
after looking into that unsensational work, 'The 
Castle of Otranto,' I am inclined to believe that what 
they call the rose ia smelling as sweetly by another 
name. But, despite Dion Boucicault's plays, and 
tlie Divorce Court, and the increased size of news- 
paper headiugs, we have acquired only a smattering 
of sensation as it is understood by Jonathan. The 
New World retains an unequalled faculty for pro- 
ducing and enjoying marvels. This gives scope to 
such papers as the Herald, itself the most marvelloiu 
of Western productions. 
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CHAPTER III. 



AN AMEBICAN WEDDING. 



No chance for Cousin Felix — A chat with Horatio, 

Within a few hours' journey of New York, among 
trees and flowers, where the great city might be 
pleasantly forgotten, I found myself a wedding 
guest I No ancient mariner with glittering eye 
had detained me en route to hear his tale, and 
steam had made the distance from town appear less 
than it really was. 

An auspicious occasion of this sort is always twice 
as agreeable in the country, which is not ** a mistake" 
when weddings are concerned, whatever it may be 
at other times. Country air and the absence of a 
criticizing rabble go far to compensate for not having 
St. G**rg*8 H*n*v*r Sq**r* brought down by rail 
along with Gimter's breakfast. But stop ! I am letting 
English associations intrude upon a foreign scene. 
This is not a marriage in high life according to our 
fltandardy for no duke is present to give away the 
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bride. The interesting event tiikes place beyond 
Gunter's domain; and we are in a land which looks 
t« Delmonico as its prince of good cheer. Set any 
American to discuaa the French cuisine, and, ten to 
one, he will cite Delmonico's as the establishment 
at which that science ia brought to perfection. 

The country air is charming, though somewhat 
warm when compared with our English climate. 
Gouter is far away (so is his mia-spelt namesake. 
Mayor Gunther of New York), and we have plentiful 
natural beauty around us. The garden is thickly 
shaded, whilst there are winding paths in the shrub- 
bery which lead to a murmuring stream. Over 
yonder field of tall Indian corn are obtained 
glimpses of wood and water, a lovely foreground 
with mountains to complete the view. Some white- 
sailed sloop glides across an opening between the 
trees, or a railway whistle comes faintly on oar ears. 
We are witliin a populous cultivated district, but 
Nature around us is so grandly developed that no 
human handiwork can make her unpicturesque. 

Here is a race for you I Eail vergvs paddle- 
wheels ! and not so very far from equal ! The train 
of long-«haped cars darts forward at considerable 
speed, leaving clouds of dust behind, whUst that 
huge upper-decked, light-coloured craft moves stea- 
dily on, sending up a gush of spray from her sharp 
bow. Now the train has paused at a station, and 
steamer sweeps aheat^ No dust, no rattle 
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what wonder that they are 

imneroiaa ? See, the train ia recovering itself. and_ 

ibably wins ere they reach another station. 

'enty miles an hour and a flood tide cannot quiti 

!p pace with railway impetus. Well would it b 

to hare a Cr. E. li. express spurred up by sucE 

oompeUtion. 

It may occur to British readers that the neigh- 
raring peasants are busy with triumphal archea 
our bride to pass under. This, however, i: 
the case. We have a lovely view, a pretty garden^ ■ 
and the merriest of parties assembled therein ; yetil 
tenants and retainer are nowhere to be seen. The* 
wealthy yeomen who live near would stare at beinj 
asked to an outdoor feast if others sat within. TheyJ 
do not feel affronted at receiving no invitations, foq^ 
they are conscious of lacking social polish. But il 
they come at all, it must be with what diplomatista] 
favoured nation clause ;" they must share 
ith the most favoured. No blame to English 
iboiuer tenants for liking to be feasted, nor to-, 
'ankee peasant proprietors for standing above ItM 
wish most earnestly that we had not so man^ 
luingry people in some of our rural dietricte. 

Arches there are certainly none in this blithe 

wedding programme, and they will not be missed, 

fiiuce the ceremony takes place at home. One has 

just a tinge of regret that rich and poor should not 

ngle in a common feast ; butthe village blacksmith . 



■AFTER THE STOBM. 

sends his compliments and a request for some cake 
to dream on, and the butclier, who has looked ronnd 
lis usual, guesses that " they're going to have a time I" 
Every one is smiling and cordial, although there will 
be no roasted ox nor flowing ale. 

After briefly alluding to what is omitted, I come 
to one of those things which are done. Croquet 
flomishes greatly ! The fair yoimj^ bridesmaide and 
the gentlemen who have returned from Grant's army 
play with equal zeal. Hard rules are imposed on a 
stranger, who is moreover croquetted with vigour 
into remote comers of the lawn. Was ever game so 
delightful as croquet? If Mr. Jacques invented it 
himself, why is he too modest to avow the fact? If 
another deserve such ci'edit, let liis or her name be 
lit once revealed ! ffer name I say, advisedly, be- 
cjiuse the game is just what a clever girl would have 
liit on who had outgrown cricket with her brotben, 
jiiid found tiiat billiards required you to stay in doom 
all day. We ask no questions about Jaoqnea, or 
Cremer, but enjoy several struggles for the champion- 
ship of the lawn- The clergyman will not play, 
although he looks on goodnaturedly at those who 
do, Preaeutly the sky darkens, a few drops Call. 
"Regnat!" exclaims he, with old-fnehioned jocosity, 
striding towards the house. I fallow him, and we 
talk of churches iu Kngland and America. Mr. — — 
tells me how hard it was for the Episcopalians to 
re-K}i^anize their establishment after the revolution of 
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|[1775. They were obliged to act very cautiously, i 
' file same sort of difficulty then hindered them which 1 
had embftrrasaed the Komanists in England a century 1 
before — ^people associated their faitli with ideas ofl 
foreign domination. " But now, sir, we are fully estaV 
Ushed as a branch of the Episcopal church, and are 
also considered loyal citizens. We have made a 

tfew alterations in the prayer-book, disusing the Atha- 
Siasian Creed and Hubstituting for your prayers for 
the Royal Family a short petition for the Presi- 
.dent." 
Thus much I have said on matters concerning 
more or less directly the happy event, yet not a 
word of the event itself 1 Know then that American 
law does not require marriages to be performed 
before noontide. This croquet and those glimpses 
of a lovely view are between breakfast and luncheon. 
We take it easy, spending a pleasant day as becomes 
wedding guests. The shadows are lengthening, and 
there are bright tints in the western sky, when all 
beliig ready we assemble in the drawing-room. I 
will not describe that bonny bride, nor her manly 
consort. If men generally come home from the 
wat3 to be so married, they may account themselves 
lucky. It is a simple service — our own, with part 
left out — and the group of coloured servants filling 
the doorway lends a somewhat unfamiliar aspect to 
the gathering. Tears are shed ; the homely-featured 
black nurse presses forward to shake my hostess by 
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the hand, general congratulations follow, and we 
adjourn to the enpper-room. 

Here is the critical moment I Will they extinguish 
themselves by speeches, or maintain a masterly in- 
action? I watch with anxiety. The eldest guest 
moves in his seat. Now surely will come " the 
bride and bridegroom," to be answered, in much 
distress, by the happy man. Not an attempt to rise 
by anybody 1 The supper ia disposed of, and we 
enter another apartment for the cake. Ha, my 
friends, you're about to speak 1 What would a 
wedding be without its emotional breakdowns ? The 
bridesmaids, too, they must be proposed ; it makes 
them look so arch. Still not a word, whilst tliat 
plateful of small cakes is distribnted amongst bache- 
lors and spinsters. A fortunate youth of scventeeo, 
who has secured the hidden ring, blushes at being 
told that he wUl marry within the year. We are 
actually playing croquet again during the bride's 
preparations for departure, Emd nothing has been said 
by way of rivalry to Cousin Felix. Americans ad- 
here to cake and cards, but they frequently drop 
speechifying. I will not seek to excuse such con- 
duct, for every possible institution connected with a 
wedding should be religiously preserved. Cake, the 
greatest of them to begin with, cards, speeches, cham- 
pagne, and old shoes, to follow in their proper order. 
If one custom must go, let it be the extorting broken- 
eentences from those unused to public speaking ; but 
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pl^re ifl no need to mnks a wedding less traditional 

' fn Ita observances. We are getting sndly practiral, 

and should cherish our faith even in white eatin 

faTOure and in tlie men with cotton gloves from 

round the corner. 

I instigated the throwing of ancient slippers after 
the can-iage wliich bore away our bride and bride- 
groom. It was an open carriage, with three Beats. 
So a couple of friends, who wished to catch the same 
train, were taken up by the happy pair, and they 
drove o£F together with a glow of purple light doing 
duty for "the sunbeam mellowed by painted glass " 
which would, in fiction, have played round the bride's 
head when she uttered those irrevocable words. No 
chariot and post boys, — more deviation from English 
forms — but a hearty unaffected start in life that it 
is refreshing to see. And they will travel in a eaj 
with fifty other people, where Lady Alexandrina 
Crosbie's bonnet would have been quite safe. A 
different viewof tlie honeymoon to ours, though quite 
aa reasonable. There goes the train which bears 
them away ; we can see its lights glimmering along 
the waterside, and we stand watching until the mos- 
quitoes, with combined forces, drive ua from the 
verandah. A briglit moon has risen above that 
loftiest hill-top, making the morning's landscape re- 
appear like its own ghost in a silver toU ; and flitting 
fire-flies show clearly in every shaded spot. Now 
passes a first-class hotel from fairyland, stowed upon 
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the deck of a Cunarder cut down ten feet. It is the 
New York night-boat, wliich leaves gurgling ripples 
to epread over the water and break against the shore 
long after she has gone, 

I was driven to the station, when my tnra came 
for going, by a coloured man who served in the stable 
department — to call him the coachman would convey 
an erroneous notion of his aspect. He held himself 
bolt upright, wore thick moustaches, and was inno- 
cent of anything approaching livery. His degree of 
black blood was not sufficient to make him darker 
than an Arab, but there was clear token in his woolly 
hair of what Americans call "colour." He was, to 
use an expression satirical in some mouths, though 
events have given it substantial meaning, " an 
American citizen of African descent." 

Ere many furlongs had been travelled, and before 
quitting the grounds of my hospitable friend, a dead 
snake was seen at the roadside. " Yes, sar, I killed 
him," remarked Horatio, pointing to the reptile. 
" Tell you I'm more scared at a snake than most 
anything on earth. I always bills 'em right away I" 

Horatio had been in the army, and served as sergeant 
of cavalry under General Thomas, He narrated the 
circumstances of his enlistment for three hundred 
dollars bounty, and described various incidents of 
the Western campaign. The Union soldiers were 
paid sixteen doUara a month, and received large 
allowances for dothing besides plentiful rations. 
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said HoratiO) " it warnlt bad times, < 
-iUftB. IProTiffunced gorillas.'\ I'm i 
scared of a gorilla than anytlung on earth, 'ceptj 
snakes, and, by Giim 1 I killed 'em right away whea J 
I got a chance. See, sir, we cullud troops didn't.l 
dare be took prisoners for fear of what them Kebftl 
might do to us. Once they caught me though, anilfl 
if a stampede hadn't come soon after, I think really 
they'd have made an example of this hoy." 

How did you escaiie?" I enquu-ed, willing t 
more. 

Why, see, a considerable stampede cleared thai 

lemy out of that section, and as I aiu't over dark and I 

had a uniform just like the regiment that took me, I. J 

alipt away and persecuted my journey to head-quarter 

lugb the woods. Hadn't gone far when I met al 

itraband* skulking unbeknownst in a little thicket. 1 

ear, them poor contrabands war scared out ofl 

lives between our boys and the Kebs. They'dT 

told that 'mancipation meant niuni'n' hot I 

lea through their tongues, and they knew so 1 

le they'd believe anything, Wal, this contraband. I 

[ered out, ' Don't'ee fire, massa, I'm on your s 

ich side's that?' said I, going up to him. He J 

sort o' Used, and looked hard to see what 1 

aform I wore. Then he got a good sight of my face, I 

and knew that I most be a Federal, so he went that f 

ticket double-quick. Said I, 'Just show me the way I 

• A aonthcrn bIhtb. 
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to our camp,' He in a confused ignorant sort of 
way, scratching his head to give himself confidence, 
answered, ' Look here, you, sar. Dere bin 8o much 
fightin' up an' down, de last month, I don't know 
wbar nobody is. Reckon IVe gone mad with changin' 
about from Massa Linkum to Massa Davis ebery 
udder day.' And so," said Horatio, " I came back 
as I could, and was a long time at that. It wam't 
no use explainiii' 'mancipation to a mad nio^er." 

Our conversation now turned upon weapons, and Ho- 
ratio listened to my account of the lance with interest. 
He had never seen this formidable agent for shorten- 
ing human life. It is curious that the arm wblcli 
has decided a thousand battles, which whs carried by 
Greek phalanges, by knights of the Middle Ages, 
by Bobieaki's Poles, and which is still used in the 
armies of Europe, had no part in the great American 
war. A breed [-loading carbine, a sword, and revolv- 
ing pistol were sufficient for the Yankee dragoon. 
He seldom charged home, but trusted rather to the 
heavy fire which he could deliver, and was frequently 
dismounted to akirmiah through underwood. He 
was a practical modern soldier, the creature of mo- 
dern weapons, and had little about hira of the 
beau sabreur. I would not willingly see our Life 
Gruards changed iuto mounted riflemen without 
helmet or cnirass, yet we must bo careful that other 
natious do not get hold of thirty-two-sliootets before 

: shall have adopted aixteen-shooters. These new- 
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;led fire-anns, when they fulfil their purpose, are I 

igerouB to all who serve them as tai^ets. 

Horatio had been wounded three times, and had e 

iasant recollection of his surgical attendants, " See^J 

de no difference for us cullud men, but cut J 

right on moat scientific. It wam't bad, tell you, beingl 

in hospital, though I was glad to join the boys again," i 

Whilst he was speaking we had reached a railway 
crossing, and as no gates or signalmen hindered our 
we passed over. The road here made a 
id, running parallel to the rail for some distance,.! 
ith nothing between, so it was disagreeable to s 

approaching us at half-speed. Round went I 
horses, plunging right in front of the engine. I 
initio reined them back on their haunches, until 
fliere was room for it to pass. Then the terrified 
animals set off side by side with tlie train, and would 
have jammed themselves between it and a slanting 
wall where the road crossed the railway -track. But-J 
again they were strongly curbed, until we bumped I 
longst some timber which lay near the wall, 
ler spring, when the train had gone by, placed 
proper course. The light-built carriage, 
though strained in its fore part because the iront J 
wheels refused to lock under, had not capsized, and I 
Horatio, holding in the frightened horses with an I 
iron grip, leant back gracefully to exelfiim, '' Wal, \ 
now, if that ain't ridic'lous !" 
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CHAPTER IV. 



UP THE HUDSON. 



A fiue river, with floating palaces thereon. 



1 SHALL not easily forget my first sight of the Hudson. 
It was an evening in the eummer time during that 
eventful year which saw Garibaldi land at Marsala, 
and Abraham Lincoln elected President. Sew York 
Bay waa crowded with yachts and ateamera, an im- 
mense multitude of people lined the shore, and, as 
the Great Eastern moved slowly past Staten laland, 
she was greeted with loud cheers, and with discharges 
of cannon ; Captain Ericsson had been warmly wel- 
comed when he arrived in a very smaU ship, and 
now we came m the largest ship ever built. So New 
York was all astir. How the people waved their 
hats and handkerohieis I how Mr. Murphy, our pilot, 
shouted and gesticulated I There lay the broad 
river with a city ou either bank, its mass of shipping 
cleared to one side, and hundreds of gay streamers 
waring ill the hot sunshine. I had climbed to tlie for&- 
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topsail-yard, and sat looking over the magnificent 
scene below me — Staten Island, soft and fertile, 
covered with villas and gardens. Long Island, with 
Greenwood Cemetery and the houses of Brooklyn, 
Manhattan Island, bearing its New World Babylon, 
acre upon acre of roof and chimney, with flag-staff or 
church spire showing here and there above them, 
and a comer of New Jersey which rises beyond 
Jersey City into lofty cliffs called the Palisades. 
Astern of us was the Narrows, or principal channel 
for navigation to seaward, flanked by Fort Lafayette. 
Ahead was the Hudson curving out of sight between 
Manhattan and the Palisades. Smoke rose into the 
clear air from furnaces on shore and from innumer- 
able steamboat funnels. There rolled across the 
water a many-voiced murmuring of human life. 
Hammers soundfed from some places, music could be 
heard in others, and engine- whistles, bellowing rather 
than screaming, came mingled with the beat of 
steamboat paddles and the ringing of beUs. 

Such had been my introduction to the Hudson, 
and to revisit it, was like going again to a favourite 
opera with keen anticipation of its well-remembered 
beauties. Could any vessel be cleaner or better of 
her kind than our river steamboat in 1865? The 
signal was given ; the wheels turned slowly at first, 
then faster and faster, as we shot into mid-stream 
and strained forward with our great mechanical 
heart throbbing until every timber quivered. 

VOL. I. D 
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Since Fulton tried his first st«nnier in 1807, there 
has been steady progress in'the development of every- 
thing connected with inland navigation. The typical 
schoolboy of twelve would be staggered if JVIisaissippi 
statistics were forced upon his young mind, and he 
might suffer quite as much as any reasonable teachers 
could wish by being compelled to master tlie arith- 
metic of the Hudson trade. I will not inflict either 
the one or the other upon you, but merely point out, 
that, altliough bearing tlie name of the same great 
explorer, the Hudson river has nothing to do with 
Hudson's Bay. Does not that schoolboy smile iron- 
ically and feel inclined to give the latitude and lon- 
gitude of a dozen Arctic discoveries? Of couree wo 
all know that the Hudson or "North Kiver," on 
which stands New York City, is not under the domi- 
nion of an intelligent fur company, but flows through 
regions where the grand old experiment of repub- 
lican government is being tried, and tried with con- 
siderable success, ' 

Whatever government had swayed the fortnoeB 
of New York State, the Hudson would have in- 
evitably become a parent of first-class steamers. It 
leads to the unsettled back country, where farms 
can be bought cheaply, to the lakes and to the Far 
West. A restless energetic people desired to reach 
these places, and they called for larger faster vessels 
with every year that passed. So it has happened 
that NortJi River boats are models of speed and 
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comfort. Sncli craft as -the 'St. John' and the- 1 
'Dean Richmond' are popiiliar to America. They 1 
are rivalled by the lino which is worked through, 1 
Long Island Sound, and by a few Lake or Mississippi a 
steamers, but they stand at the head of their class. 1 
These upper deck monsters are unknown in Europe,] 
and Lave been copied in Asia on a yery limited! 
.le, though, with Cahfornian influence daily in-f 
Qg, the Tang-tsG-Kiang may soon have a fleet! 
them. Europe has none, chiefly because she pofr- 1 
sesses no rivers of sufficient size where there arel 
people with sufficient energy to build floating pari 
laces. Enghshmen have been given a tiny saloon 
packet, the 'Lord of the Isles,' on Southampton 
Water, and a more powerful vessel of the same sort 
plying to Gravesend ; but, for genuine upper-deckers 
there is no opening in our tight little island. Mon- 
dear Crapaud has rather less excuse, and, as to J 
le navigation, I leave it to the travelling public 1 
explain why Ehenish steamers are allowed, 
of common sense, to ho ship-shape and Bristol j 
in. Perhaps the Czar may intend to give 1; 
ijects a Volga line of Americanized craft — why 
Id he not ? — and issue tickets via Astracan and 
Caspian to the Oxus and Kokand Central Rail- 
Terminus. Bussia has apparently some such 

and well may Anglo-Indian hair bristle at i 
bare suggestion. But we may leave His Impe- | 
Majesty Alexander 11. to civilize Tartary, with- 
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oat fear tliat he will do it too quickly. He is not a 
Connecticiit Yankee, and has a very difficult country 
before liim. 

I took post on the upper deck, fonvard of the 
saloon, in the 6t«amer ' Chiiuncey Vibbard,' when, U 
beforo observed, she had shot into mid-etream and 
commenced her voyage. New York was left behind, 
the Paliaades were passed, and we were in the 
Tappan Zee. Towns and villages could be seen 
dotted along the river banks ; sloops, with snowy- 
white sails, tacked from side to side against a light 
head-wind; whilst barges were towed in slow pro- 
cession by snorting togs, Coming from the heat of 
New York it was delightful to Bi)end a day both cool 
and breezy. We did not envy the railway paseengen 
icho were carried forward ratlier faster than our- 
selves, for they had to put up with choking dust. 
In the steamer there was comfort and tranquillity. 
People could dt on the forward deck, where the 
wmd was strongest, and listen to the fluttering 
awnings and the rush of our sharp bow throoglt 
the water; tliey could lounge in the handsome 
saloon, get shaved in the barber's shop, "licker" at 
the bar, or seek the more sheltered repose of the 
after-deck, An excellent dinner was served in the 
lower cabin, for which only one dollar was chained, 
and, as baggage was " checked through " to Albany, 
the voyager, free from care, might roam where he 
about the ship. We were advertised to 
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iplete ttie hundred and sixty miles iij about nin 
>urs, includiug stoppages, so that a speed of twentj 
miles an hour must haye beeu attained by thq 
Chauncey Vibbard,' and she did not blow up. Thiul 
that, ye Rhenish slow coaches ! Even a river-a 
ilway, noy, two of them, may be competed with, 
boats that can make such time. Yet size and 
accommodation are more to be desired for sight-J 
seeing than mere speed which leases us no time t 
read our guide-book. My pleasantest trip on thd 
Rhine was not by steam ut all, but in a pair-oar boatl 
from Strasbourg to Botterdam. 

In a few hours we passed many places of note c 

Hudson. Sunnyside, where Washington Irving; 
■ed, and West Point, where United States otKcei 
are educated. The scenery round West Point . 
very fine, and the reach of river which ia entered 
Open after quitting the highlands offers a delightful 
Immediately to the left, on a sloping hill-side, 
Idlewild, the residence of N. P. Willis, than who 
have wielded a pleasanter or more gi'aph 
Below Idlewild is the entrance of the little riverg 
Moodna, and, further up, on the same shore, 
[ewburgh, a thriving town, once General Washing-J 
I's head quarters. I remember visiting the house I 
lich the liberator had occupied, and being shown, f 
other relics, a bayonet that had, as tha I 
icription beneath it stated, "killed an EnglishJ 
Was he stabbed in leading a desperate I 
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charge? or despatched wliilst defending his r^- 
mental colours? Poor fellow! he doubtless hoped 
to achieve some higher fame than that of " the man 
whom the bayonet killed." 

We touched at Newburgh pier -with the skill in 
which American river-pilots excel. A tinkle of the 
Bignal-bell informed those who watched the ma- 
chinery that she was to be "slowed." Then there 
came a rattle of guiding chains from the whed- 
house, planted for'ard above the upper deck. They 
put the beira hard-over, and signalled "stop her." 
Our speed was instantly checked; another tinkling ■ 
of the bell, and those great paddles turned gently 
astern. The steamer, with her weight of two 
thousand tons and her seemingly unmanageable 
length, was laid alongside the pier-head as a wherry 
might land at Searle's. Out tumbled the shore- 
going passengers, and in crowded those for Albany. 
She was away before many skippers would have 
made fast, and Newburgh was dim in the distance 
by the time our freBhly-arrived fellow-travellers hod 
taken their tickets at the captain's office. 

Again upon that breezy upper deck, where it is as 
cool as in October, and whence we can leisurely 
observe the wooded banks, the sloops at anchor 
awaiting a change of tide, and the little towns baking 
in hot sunshine. Few pleasure-boats are to be seen, 
but we must not on that account conclude that 
Americans have no aquatic sports. They could 
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hardly be expected to fill their mighty streams with 
,Bueh a shoal of trim-built craft as Richmond or 
laley can exhibit; and punts moored head and 
across the Hudson for sturgeon fishing would 
stand a chance of some hard knocks. £ut, just as 
elegant yachts are owned by the New York Club 
and cricket is played more or less over the continent, 
so, without being a national pastime, boat-racing has 
many supporters in America, Yale and Harvard 
colleges have their contest in six-oared outriggers, 
with bow doing double duty by steering with his 
feet as he glances back to eee where they are going. 
An ingenious contrivance makes the yoke bands in 

le boats work for'ard like the steering tackle of ' 
'American steamers, A Yankee six -oar crew would 
think it folly to carry a coxswain, however diminu- 
tive ; but they conld scarcely navigate the Cam 
upon their principle. I may mention, that, in the 
'ale and Harvard race (at Worcester, Mass.) of , 
15, the winning six-oar did her three miles in 
iDteen minutes thirty seconds; not bad pulling 
recollect that these men are considerably 
T to our University crews, and weigh on an 
kverage about a stone less. 
The Hudson lias its struggles for championship 
Iween New York and Poughkeepsie, at which 
place the race of 1800 came oft'; and where 
cads woiald have found themselves to be 
insive lambs compared with the Empire City 
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rowdieS) ^ho favoured Ponglikeepsie witli a nbt 
em this occaeion. Some years ago a vegetaiisn 
athlete pulled from Boston to New York for a 
wager, taking with him supplies of grapes aiid 
peaches. He performed his distance of more than 
two hundred miles very quickly, hut I forget the 
exact time. Another enterprizJng sculler backed 
himself to row round Manljattan Islaad, a conrse of 
forty-five miles, in nine hours ; though whether he 
found any takers, I cannot say. 

Our swiftly gliding eteamer had left Foughkeep^e 
out of sight and was passing the Catskill Mountains. 
when an old man who had seated himself near me 
thus began to discourse. 

'■ You are from England, sir ?" 

Why should we slJirt and change colour at being 
discovered to he what we are proud to acknowledge 
that we are? Yet so it is. Jones, when he enters s 
Parisian caf^, is extmguished by the question, " Oh I 
yes, sare, vat shall you wish?" and the present 
writer, who has tilted back his chair, opened bis 
copy of the ' Kew York Herald,' and assumed the 
stem independence of democracy, is somewhat an- 
noyed at being unmasked. 

" Yes, sir," I reply ; " I am from England." 

"Then," continues the old gentleman, "yon will 
be astonished at this country; it is a prey to &&■ 
tion." 

"Indeed I yon surprise me. Every other citiseB 
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li whom I have conversed speaks of America as 
fiiirmg Europe half way to insignificance ! " 
My eompanion now explained his views on State 
rights and other matters, blaming the Government 
terly for its war policy, and predicting anarchy as 
i result of emaneipation. I listened with respect 
prtmt he said, for the old gentleman seemed quits 
mmest although events had weakened the position 
[ch he defended. 

"That's a d d Copperhead," whispered some 

r at my elbow, when the friend of State Tlg)ita 
moved away ; " and if the boys heard him he'd be 
pitched overboard." 

Perhaps he would, and so see his theories on mob 
law come true with starlh'og rapidity ; but I am glad 
Id miss such a spectacli?, as the oflcmlor is a plea- 
siiit spoken old fellow and has snow-white liair. It 
L^ not many years either since his opiuions wore hold 
liy a whole boatfid of Northerners with whom I C(m- 
versed on this very river. The war has wrought a 
vast, change in public sentiment, and emancipation 
bis become a Union watchword. So it happens that 
liiQse who oppose themselves to the current of the 
|ii>['ii]ar will are considered traitors, and receive the 
cijme of the copper-head snake, which bites without 
giving a warning rattle. 

^The Catskill Mountains are not ruggedly pre- 

tons, but lie in a great round-shouldered mass, 

g blue and dreamy. High up, on one of them, 
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can be Been an hotel, mucli frequented in the mral- 
iziDg season; and this house deetroyy all fantdliil 
notions that a second Eip Van Winkle may there 
be sleeping away from human ken. The hotel com- 
pany would surely find him, and would send him at 
once to Bamum, Yet, joking apart, these mountains 
are very fine. They form the principal feature of 
the Hudson scenery for fifty miles before we reach 
our destination, and are viaible, not only from Albany 
but from the high ground near Troy, a couple of 
le^jies further northward. The river is hereabonts 
dominated by railway bridges and deserted by its 
ocean tide. At Troy it becomes blocked with Inmbei 
rafts, whilst the loss of its tributary, the Mohawk, 
reduces it to small proportions. 

At Troy ! ^Tiat names they have in America ! 
The index of a gazeteer, sown broadcast, might pn>- 
duce such a crop. Frankfort, Rome, and Syracuse, 
may be visited during a single morning, and innn- 
merable Franklins or Fayettevilles struggle for 
notice with the Portamoutha and Woroesters that 
speak a kindly recollection of Old England. 

Troy is a manufacturing town, whose hammers 
thump incessantly, and whose smoke darkens the 
air above it. No tliought of Homer, or his trana> 
lators, troubles the industrious Trojans. Their hero 
has been defeated, but hi' was only a stalwart 
pugilist, Heenan by name, and found no bard to 
; his overthrow, Albany, the State capital «f 
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New Tork, ia more of a, social and political centre 
than ita claaaic neighbour ; but even at Albany few 
Bumioer traveUers remain longer than they can help. 
The State Legislature is not then in aession, and 
tourists Lave a world of watering-places before them, 
Nauseona draughts, with dull surrounding country, 
at crowded Saratoga. Draughts still more nause- 
ous, with pretty scenery, at Sharon Springs. And 
scenery, without the drauglits, at Trenton Falls. 
Then there is Jjake Champlain and steamboat com- 
munication with Canada; Lake George and the 
Adirondack Mountains, dear to American sportsmen. 
Or those who will go a little further for natural 
grandeur can easUy reach Niagara by the New York 
Central liailway. Albany ia, in fact, a starting-point 
for many delightful excursions, and would be the 
key to alt New England if war were waged in that 

fgion. 

lere are historical memories associated with 
of the places that I have named which attest 

leir former strategical importance. Lake Champlain 
has witnessed more than one obstinate naval en- 
gagement; first between the Enghsh and French, 
then between the English and Americans, when, 
having conquered our rival's colonies, we lost our 
own. Lake Gteorge saw the victory of Montcabn 
at Fort William Henry, and the massacre by whieh 
that victory was disgraced, whilst Saratoga is on- 
.ntly suggestive of a British force laying do 
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its arms in the open field. Had Burgoyne been 
opposed by modern Saratogaos, instead of rebellious 
CoatinGiituls, be would have suffered an equally 
complete disaster. The fair visitors would hare 
made him captive, and thou the natives would have 
plundered him, 

1 did not hurry on to any of these hJBtoric spots, but 
remained for some days at Troy with an excellent 
friend of mine. Trees growing thit-kly round his 
garden shut out the iron-works immediately below ; 
though, irom the upper windows, we could see over 
Albany and the Hudson to the Catskill rs 
Need any man wish for a plea^antcr retreat a^er 
superintending such Clack Ckmntry labours as were 
carried on under my friend's direction ? But he 
anxious to do more than lodge hia guest comfortably, 
and arranged a trip to the Cohoee Falls, on tbe 
Mohawk, wliich are within a short drive of Troy. 

Off we went, in the lightest of open carriages 
with a pair of fast trotters that made nothing of the 
distance. Down through the streets of Troy, where 
a horse- railroad jerked and strained our wheeb, 
rumbling over a covered bridge to the other Bidfl 
of the Hudson, and winding about among railway- 
stations, canals, and cotton-mills, until I lost all 
sense of locality and should not havo been sur- 
prised to see New York or Philadelphia open oat 
before us. 

The ladies were staunch Bepublicane in th< 
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of the word, and would not listen to my* 
3comit of the venerable old Democrat on board theV 
steamer. They called him "a Copperhead," wbichl 
led to some discussion about party names, and '. 
was asked to explain the difTerence between am 
Liberal Conservative and a Moderate MTiig ; as e 
why Englishmen had been hostile to the Unitedfl 
tetes when that country was fighting for freedom ?■ 
pterature now took the place of politics, and. I 
bglisb authors received praise which my sprightJy ' 
mpanions had refused to English statesmen. 
F delightful waa Dickens, though he did perpe- 
ette 'American Notes'! and what pleasant reading 
as in Ur. Livingstone's work ! " If this de- 
"wrote a book about America he would be 
ire to make the people talk dreadfully Yankee, 
h he thought he had got hold of the right 
accent, which was qoite a mistake, for , 
1 Americans spoke Just like English people, only | 
ley were more careful in pronouncing their HbJ 
■uidWs!" 

The Cohoes cotton-mills are clean and well-nigh 
picturesque in appearance ; whilst operatives with a 
e for wild rocky scenery can enjoy the sight of a 
terf&ll whenever they please. We put up our car- 
s at the Cataract House, a small tavern standing 
e to the Mohawk, and descended by a steep path- 
f to the river-level. There was very little water | 
toing down, but the cliffs looked bare and grand, 
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worn into chasms by winter floods, or smoothly 
rounded where they had been exposed to more 
gradual influence, A fall of eighty-six feet in a river 
at least eight hundred paces wide must be magnificent 
when that river is full. As we saw it tliere appeared 
tliree or four distinct streams tumbling over the cliff 
on to a desolate expanse of rock. Only at one point 
did the river iall into deep water, and gurgle swiftly 
away. 

We wandered across the rocky plateau picking 
our way among pools and runnels until we had 
reached the foot of the cliff and were near the prin- 
cipal cascade. I observed a fisherman seated upon a 
narrow promontory beside the deep water, and went 
up to examine his spoil. Several eels, a perch, and 
half-a-dozon bream-like bass, lay near him. Basket 
he had none, but slew the prisoners with a stick to 
prevent their escape. A beautifully coloured sun-fish 
was now jerked out, and while I admired its shining 
corpse, the fisherman having put on another worm, 
landed what seemed to be a barbel. 

" We have such fellows in the Thames," said I, 
wishing to communicate an interesting fact. 

■' And I have caught plenty of them there," he 
replied. 

" Then you come from the Old Country?" 

" Rather fancy I do." 

" Is it better times here for a working man thau 
in England f " 
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Piscator hesitated ere making answer. There was 
evidently some pleasant souvenir of his early home, 
or some recent vexation in his new one, combating 
the sentiment which would otherwise have been 
uppermost. At length, when the hook had been re- 
baited and the line cast in afresh, he gravely uttered 
this matured opinion — 

" A precious sight ! " 
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CHAPTER V. 



MUSTERED OUT OF SERVICE. 



Rough diamonds — Lake Champlain — Sergeant Warren. 

Not oDly in the large cities of the North but in 
every country township were Federal soldiers to be 
seen during those summer months which followed 
General Lee's surrender. It is estimated that on 
May 1, 1865, President Johnson had nine hundred 
and eighty thousand men under arms, of whom one 
hundred and ten thousand were coloured troops, 
whilst the larger part of the whole force consisted of 
volunteer regiments. The Confederacy having been 
conquered, there remained nothing for this immense 
Federal Armv to do, and it was disbanded with a 
rapidity unparalleled in modem history. Brigade 
after brigade went north upon the different lines of 
railroad, until the ordinary traflSc became as nothing 
compared with the special conveyance of military 
detachments. The corps were taken to their head 
quarters in the particular State where each had been 
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raised, were received with public congratulations, 
dinners, balls and speeches, obtained their arrears of 
pay, and were diustered out of service. 

These American regiments which thus disappeared 
into private life consisted of voluuteers supplying the 
levies demanded from the various States. No re- 
gular soldiers of the United States Army were dis- 
charged, but, on the contrary, a bounty was oflFered, 
together with thirty days' furlough, to volunteers who 
would enlist in the regular service. It would puzzle 
any one to explain the formation of the Federal 
armies by comparing them with English troops 
similarly named. So long as we speak only of pro- 
fessional soldiers there is no difficulty ; but the words 
" militia " and " volunteers " have a special meaning 
with us, which is not quite what they bear when 
used by Americans. Like that indefinite expression 
"rifleman," used as a distinctive term when all 
troops carry rifles, " militia " has, in Bhgland, a less 
stylish sound than volunteer. Yet our militiamen 
are voluntary wearers of red coats for twenty-eight 
days a year, or, if such regiments were recruited by 
ballot, as they will be in time of need, the most re- 
spectable persons might become militiamen. Then, 
again, regarding volunteers, the whole British army 
is composed of men who, liquor apart, have freely 
enlisted. American volunteers receiving pay and 
serving in the field were but regulars engaged for a 
short time and enjoying certain privileges, whilst 

VOL. I. E 
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American militia, when embodied under that name^ 
are usually of the quality we assign to yolunteeis. 

There is great elasticity in the United States sya- 
tem of raising troops. Those who lightly threw aside 
their ordinary employments to try what soldiering 
was like and to defend the Union, who struggled for 
years against sickness and defeat, until success re- 
warded their efforta, and who retired quietly fiom 
the scene when no longer needed, would come out 
once more by hundreds of thousands if America 
called for soldiers. Western freedom and prosperity 
tend to reproduce the condition of nations under 
patriarchal government. Every man may be reckoned 
as part of the army of reserve. It is only an unsound 
state of society, where the rulers are worthless, or the 
people are discontented, or where both these things 
exist together, which requires a sword in every tenth 
man's hand to rule the other nine. I will not say 
anything about the pride which Britons may feel at 
being able to trust themselves with arms, form a 
magnificent volunteer force, &c., lest I should plagi- 
arize upon a host of leading articles and after-dinner 
retumings of thanks ; but it is a comfort that we can, 
like our transatlantic cousins, display a patriarchal 
elasticity for self-defence. 

The boys were mustered out of service and every 
train had its quota of discharged veterans, with knap- 
sacks and bronzed faces, loud speech, and strange 
stories to tell, proceeding to their respective homes. 
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Many who had adopted a civilian costume dis- 
played the metal badge of their corps, and many 
others who were without such mark could be recog- 
nized by their weather-beaten features and easy car- 
riage. I have spoken of seeing returned coloured 
troops, but these were not numerous, as a great pro- 
portion of such regiments was retained under arms to 
do duty down South. In New York the arrival of 
soldiers was incessant. Some came by sea, but most 
by the railways to Jersey City, and thence across the 
ferry to Pier No. 1. They landed near the open space 
by the Battery and marched up town in full cam- 
paigning guise. Pet dogs ran behind many companies, 
whilst adopted contrabands, acting as water-carriers, 
trudged in the rear of others. The veterans cared 
nothing for appearance, but strode forward, beneath 
the hot summer sun, in wide-awakes or straw hats, as 
fancy suggested. A few detachments had bands of 
music, and, where music was wanting, the buglers 
relieved each other, French fashion, in a lively /ow- 
jare. Eegiments known in the city were of course 
more warmly greeted than strangers passing through. 
The Irish Legion, which returned soon after the Irish 
Brigade, found itself among enthusiastic friends ; so 
did other bodies of Federal troops. Heavy losses had 
been sustained by some corps. The New York 52nd 
regiment, for example, came back less than three 
hundred strong, having had on its muster rolls, during 
the war, two thousand six hundred names. 

E 2 
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There were great numberB of veterans sent throngh 
Albany and Troy to the different Eastern States and 
the northern part of New York. At Troy I found 
myself amongst a regiment of stalwart Vermontera, 
newly arrived from Washington. They marched 
gaiiy into the railway station with a band at thelr 
head, formed line from one end of the building to 
the other, and piled arms. Then civilians gathered 
round, asking the soldiers for news of absent friends. 
" Where was Colonel Slick's regiment ? " or, " What 
had become of the 500th New York?" Short an- 
swers were alone vouchsafed — " Guess the C^^neTs 
bin a gineral and got killed." "Never heard cf 
the 500th New York. Which corps was it in?" 
Some bystanders recognized old acquaintances in the 
regiment before them, and hands were cordiallj 
grasped, as, " Bully for you, old man ! " was met by 
enquiries about the folk " down to hum ?" 

A dark-featured officer was particularly merry. 
He stood by the regimental flags, one of which I 
was told that he had helped to save in a moment 
of great danger, and mercilessly " chaffed " those 
who surrounded him. There seemed at first a con- 
tradiction to American prejudices in seeing ^lat 
swarthy face above an officer's uniform, but the 
high cheek-bones and straight hair spoke plainly 
of Indian descent. His ancestors might have been 
famous sachems, and token the ecalpe of maojr 
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The boys were in a cheerful mood, varied by 
touches of ferocity where too much liquor had been 
imbibed. Twice or thrice scuffles, commenced in 
fun, grew earnest as blows were given; and the 
spectators drew back alarmed when weapons flashed 
out and laughter was exchanged for imprecations. I 
noticed that the oflScers took all this coolly. They 
would step amongst their men, pushing them asunder 
like troublesome children, yet arrogating no autho- 
rity in manner. Once an indignant veteran, who 
swore that he had done for many better men than 
his offending comrade, refused to move aside when 
pushed, and even threatened his officer. He was 
instantly tripped by some lover of discipline, getting 
a heavy tumble, whilst the lieutenant strolled away, 
with the remark, " You shouldn't have talked like 
that in Virginia, but its most over now." 

Several popular airs were played by the brass 
band, winding up with "Old John Brown" and 
"Hail Columbia!" All was ready for departure ; 
each company mounted its allotted car, and there was 
whistling and bell-ringing as they rumbled slowly 
out of the station. Men who had lingered behind 
engaged in conversation, or had visited neighbouring 
bar-rooms, came panting after the ti*ain, and could 
be seen climbing on to its hindmost platform, as the 
engineer drove slowly to give them a chance. 

In a thriving little town of Vermont which stands 
upon the shore of Lake Champlain were returned 
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volunteers who awaited their discharge. There was 
a camp near the town, and thither the boys betook 
themselves every evening according to order. But, 
during the day, they showed their threadbare uni- 
forms in the streets and about the hotel& 

It was near sunset. The lake stretched calmly 
away to right and left, resembling a section of some 
mighty river ; the Green Mountain range behind us 
was covered with low drifting clouds, and the Adiron- 
dack peaks loomed tall and misty on the western 
horizon. Gleams of yellow light shot through the 
cloud-banks amongst which the sun was sinking ; the 
dust lay in heaps upon every roadway, only requiring 
that some carriage should pass to make it rise with 
choking volume. I had been watching a small boat 
which was far out upon the waters, and wondering 
how long her wake would remain visible, when my 
shoulder was roughly slapped, and a friend, newly 
made at the hotel, exclaimed, " Wal, mister, youTl 
be late for supper if you enjoy them natural beauties 
much longer." The speaker was clad in dusty, tat- 
tered garments, and wore a black wide-awake riddled 
with shot-holes. His metal badge Would have shown 
him to be a Federal soldier, eveu had dust and rough 
usage completely obliterated the colour of his uni- 
form. Sergeant Warren had been seated next me at 
dinner, when we freely exchanged ideas upon mili- 
tary tactics, and he had become so well disposed 
towards me that he acted as cicerone for an hour in 
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the afternoon. I was not therefore surprised at his 
taking interest in my prospects with regard to supper. 
" Come on," said he, '* the boys will leave nothing 
for you and me if we don't hurry up." So hurry up 
we did, and supped along with men in every stage 
of undress uniform, if I may use such a word to 
describe gradual declension j&om United States sol- 
dier's garb to civilian costume. One had a brown 
holland coat, here called a railway duster, and regu- 
lation pantaloons ; another, fancy continuations sur- 
mounted by a military frock-coat, and so on. Many 
of the " boys " were boys indeed ; veterans of nineteen 
and twenty, whose beardless faces had been burnt to 
a rich nut-brown colour by Virginian summers, and 
whose thin, wiry figures lacked the breadth and 
weight of maturity. Side by side with such young 
soldiers were men advanced in life who had been 
tempted by liberal bounties to enlist. They wore an 
expression less pleasing than that of the youngsters, 
whilst their oaths were more frequent. Then there 
was a class of genuine Yankee adventurers, well 
represented by my friend Sergeant Warren. His age 
could only be matter of the vaguest conjecture, as 
he might be anything between twenty-five and fifty. 
A pair of slight moustaches and an imperial of a few 
dozen particular hairs gave him a military finish, but 
he would have come out just as well, after shaving, 
as a preacher or a steamboat captain. His bold grey 
eyes shone with intelligence, and his figure, though 
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rather tall, was slimly built. A few inches more 
round the chest and a greater width of shoulder 
would have made him a fine man to look at. He 
evidently possessed influence over his comrades, and 
when some of them spoke rudely to the Britisher, 
Warren pnt . «op to iV in the nlner of-^n«„gh I 
ye all know of John Brent " Sir," said he, addressing 
one who declared an inability to distinguish between 

a d d Britisher and a d d Eeb, " jist you 

step out with me for five minutes, and I'll convince 
you that there is a difference, leastways in this gen- 
tleman." The objector was silenced, and afterwards 
told me that Warren was a smart man. ^ Means 
what he says, mister ! Darned if he don't ! " 

Our after-supper chat in the verandah, where a 
crowd of veterans assembled, was not interrupted by 
any necessity for convincing people that a Britisher 
differed from a Eeb. We listened to stories of the 
war, and speculated upon the probability of trouble in 
Mexico, without touching on the Canadian question. 

Sergeant Warren merely observed, when Canada 
was mentioned, " Wal ! guess it's got to come some 
day, but there ain't no hurry. W^e shall have a peti- 
tion, all in good time, from your aristocracy, headed 
by the Prince of Wales, to let England share our 
national greatness — you to preserve your institutions, 
but to sail under the Stars and Stripes, with another 
star added for John Bull." 

This sally of wit produced loud laughter, with 
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cries of "Good! that's sol" and "Bully for you!" 
American humour is dry and peculiar. What other 
nation could have invented the plate-glass which it 
took two boys to see through, or the oyster so tame 
that it would follow its master up and down stairs ? 

An officer was pointed out to me as he passed the 
verandah where we sat, and I learnt that he had 
been first over the intrenchments at Petersburg. 
Wounded through both cheeks, he had remained for 
some time in hospital, but was now sufficiently re- 
covered to return home for the mustering out. Other 
officers TTho came in sight, were briefly described as 
"considerable of a man," or "nothing to count;" 
whilst one found so little favour with the boys, that 
they said he njight as well have " let his coat and 
pantaloons go on duty without him." Remembering 
that most of the subalterns and many of the captains 
rhad started for Virginia with musket and knapsack, I 
was not surprised at their being sharply criticized by 
former comrades. What struck me was rather the 
tone of respect with which, as a class, they were treated. 

Sergeant Warren explained how promotion had 
gone in his own corps. 

" See, mister, we none of us knowed much about 
soldiering when the war began, for Injin fighters and 

Mexican heroes war scarce in the ^th. We had 

to go right on and do the best we could. Somebody 
was bound to be officer, and they got the rank by 
interest Then came the killing ofi*, and when new 
appointments war made, boys that had done well 
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had a chance. Take 'em as a Imll, our officers aire 
about the smartest critturs in the regiment. We 
volunteers haven't the discipline of regular United 
States infantry, as to saluting every darned lieutenant 
that passes you, but what's saluting worth, come to 
get one side of a snake-fence with a lot of Secesh 
skirmishers on the other?" 

The veterans told me of their hunts for food in 
Southern farmyards, and showed small prizes which 
{hey had brought away. One had a photographic 
album, filled with likenesses of rebels great and 
smalL Another boasted that half-a-dozen silver 
spoons were stowed in his sack. Very few would 
own to having taken money, and they denied that 
their corps had committed personal outrage upon 
the inhabitants. " The worst I ever did to any 
rebel woman was making an old gal down Lynchburg 
way trade her watch for mine," said a small Unionist, 
who looked about eighteen. 

** And that was wrong of you," broke in Sergeant 
Warren. " The President had forbidden trade with 
rebels." 

" Wal, my watch had the inwards out of order, so 
she had a bad exchange. Wam't that enough?" 

Warren looked grave. " Tell you, boys," said he, 
"thar's been some dreadful suflfering among them 
proud Southern families, and it's hard times for any 
people that have a war in their country." The 
audience assented. 

" Division of property is what I say," remarked 
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an elderly soldier. " Kimmed to a house with the 
mistress crying before a drawerful of money. She 
called out to me not to take the dollars. So I said, 
* rd count them right away and she should keep half 
and rd take half, and that would make all smooth 
between us.' Wal, there were a hundred dollars in 
gold, and I took fifty. Guess that war fair ! " 

To a question regarding the merits of their dif- 
ferent generals, I received answers which did not 
by any means agree. Sheridan was placed next to 
Grant by some, although the majority considered 
Sherman their second star. Amongst commanders 
of less note each volunteer had his hero — Fighting 
Joe Hooker, Thomas, and Kilpatrick being men- 
tioned with hearty praise. It was allowed that Ge- 
neral Lee was very skilful, whilst Stonewall Jackson 
had evidently assumed a place in history so far as 
these rough historians were concerned, and was ho- 
noured beyond all other Confederates. I found that 
Andersonville and the cruelties there practised upon 
Federal prisoners occupied a larger space in American 
minds than I had supposed before leaving Europe. 
Great bitterness was exhibited against rebel poli- 
ticians and stay-atrhome Southerners, such as guarded 
the Confederate prisons, but of their enemies in the 
field the veterans spoke most cordially. 

" Why, if they'd been more numerous, darned if 
I don't think they'd have whipped us," said Sergeant 
Warren, "for it's easier to keep where you're sot 
than to go where you're told." 
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Of coloured regiments, the men spoke without 
showing a trace of that contempt for " darkeys," so 
common in the Northern States a few years since. It 
had been seen that, whatever his deficiencies, the 
negro could display animal courage, and, measured 
by the gauge of public opinion, which makes courage 
stand for so much, the negro had gone far towards 
proving his position as a man and a brother. 

It had been ordered that any soldier who chose 
to pay six dollars for the rifle which he had carried 
might keep it on being mustered out of service. A 
large number of men paid for this privilege, wishing 
to retain the companion of their marches and battles. 
** There goes Dick Johnson," said my friend the 
Sergeant ; " he's bought his rifle to hang up to hum. 
So have five others in our company. They feel a 
sort o' fondness for the piece that's bin rubbin* their 
shoulder down in Dixie. Them rifles will have gone 
out of fashion before we've campaigning again on 
this continent, but they'll be jist as good for telling 
long stories over." 

"Then you give up all idea of enlisting again?" 
I suggested. 

The Sergeant's grey eyes twinkled merrily, as he 
made answer — " See, sir, I'm going to open an hotel 
somewhere in this State when I can find capital to 
begin with. If it succeeds, they'll have to give a 
high bounty to get me to the army again." 
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Port it is, sir ! — Starboard ! Aye, aye, sir, starboard ! 

Those who declare that the scenery of the United 
States is monotonous should make some of the 
excursions from Albany mentioned in a previous 
chapter. Half a dozen watering places would be 
within easy reach, and at any of them the traveller 
might not only enjoy pleasant society, but might see 
how Americans do not live when they are at homa 
He might if only his purse were long enough, go to 
Saratoga and take part in a score of fashionable 
pastimes. 

Never was the place so madly merry as in 1865. 
One large hotel had been reduced to ashes, which 
made the street near the railway station somewhat 
dreary. But other hotels were flourishing, and the 
trains brought new swarms of excursionists to fill 
every hole and comer in the ugly village. Prices 
were fabulously high. A man might hope to get 
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shayed, have an hour's drive in a carriage and buy 
a cigar, for a ponnd sterling — but nothing morel 
Saratoga did not want poor people, and took a yerj 
effectual means to keep them away. Great was the 
flirting, and the dancing, prodigious the consumption 
of champagne! Officers returned from the army, 
with wealthy merchants from east and west, met 
" shoddy " and " petroleum " in eager rivahry. If the 
officers could afford to stay long enough, they were 
sure to win, as they deserved, the greater share of 
ladies' favour ; while he who carried an empty sleeve 
or a scar upon his face was a lion in Saratoga. 

The races of this season were unusually good, and 
I regretted that I had not time to wait for them. 
Talking of horse races, there is no doubt that what 
concerns sport is making rapid progress in America. 
The grave Puritan spirit of New England, which 
objected to trivial amusements, has been overborne 
by the modern demand for relaxation, even in New 
England itself. New York State has exhibited cos- 
mopolitan eagerness in such matters, and Saratoga 
was always gay. 

One great difference did I observe between the 
Springs in 1860, and in 1865. Southerners had 
formerly been the leaders of fashion at this and 
other summer resorts in the North. Their elegant 
equipages and profuse expenditure made them con- 
spicuous in the eyes of the most careless lounger; 
whilst on looking beneath the surface and learning 
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who governed society, it became clear that Southern 
inflnence and opinion had deep root amongst well- 
dressed Northerners. So it was at the Saratoga of 
1860. But when five years had passed, secession 
and war had rooted up the old associations, fresh 
names were held in honour, and fresh families dis- 
played their wealth. The planters of other days 
were killed or ruined, society had abhorred a vacuum, 
and their place was supplied by oil and shoddy. 
What did it matter to Saratoga, viewed as a viQage 
hungering for spoil, to whom its mineral waters were 
given? There was no falling oflf of custom at the 
hotels; no abatement id the demand for carriages 
to drive to the Lake. 

I spent a pleasant week at that hotel, now lying 

in ashes, during the by-gone period of Saratogan life. 

We had prominent men from both sections of the 

country staying in the house, and one evening in 

particular, when some strolling musicians performed 

before a group of laughing guests, there were citiaJens 

standing side by side convulsed with merriment, who 

have since been deadly enemies. They were then 

persuaded that, although diflferences of opinion existed 

between North and South, no bloodshed need be 

feared. Poor human foresight I I have often thought 

of that evening when telegrams announced some 

desperate battle in Tennessee or Virginia. 

During my former stay we had not any heroes to 
adorn the Springs whose achievements were more 
recent than Buena Yista and Cherubusco. Civilian 
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notabilitiea were fgted in default of men of the sword; 
a distill gui shed foreigner, eepecialiy if he were Eng^ 
lish and had a handle to liis name, was the most 
desired acquisition at ball or picnic ; whilst native 
captains and colonels, unless real West Pointera, 
counted for nothing. When tired of Mexican glorioB 
people went a few years further back, and spoke with 
freshness of events in 1812, It was some time since 
the last war with Great Britain certainly, hut was 
not Winfield Scott a veteran of that war, and did not 
the Lieutenant Gieneral in his vigorous old age serve 
as a reminder of what had been ? Many advocates of 
peace principles thought that armed strife amongst 
civilized commouitips would in future be prevented 
by arbitration. To support their theory they pointed 
to the short duration of the Italian campaign of the 
previous sunimer, and to the fact that no foreign 
power meddled with the struggle going on in Sicily. 
Nations had grown too sensible for fighting I A few 
bloodless overtumings of monarchies by the people 
were alone needed before mankind should enter upon 
a millennium of progress and prosperity. Fashionable 
circles were not given to abolition principles. They 
faintly believed in a disappearance of the " peculiar 
institution" at some distant day, and never dreamt of 
civil war as possible under any circumstances. Who 
could be safer or more moderate than Mr. Bupbannn? 
At his retirement from oEQce, Senator Boufrlad would 
doubtless succeed him, and Douglas was sound about 
the " institution." It -mta a pity that some hot-hpaded 
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young Southerners should excite themselves respect- 
ing that Illinois man, called Lincoln, for society did 
not intend that he should become President. And 
all this time a storm was brewing which was destined 
to burst over the United States before another season 
brought fashionable idlers to Saratoga. Buena Vista 
and Cherubusco were to be eclipsed by battles nearer 
home. 

That was a grand standmg point for Americans in 
1860. The census had been taken and showed thirty 
milUons of blacks and whites in the Eepublic. There 
was an insignificant debt and a standing army of only 
twenty thousand men. The pony express had been 
started to California and a column of troops had 
brought the Mormons at Salt Lake under Federal 
authority. East and West, North and South, there 
was prosperous commerce. Though the telegraph 
cable, which lay under the ocean from continent to 
continent, would take no messages, science had 
triumphed in another direction by bringing out so 
yast a ship as the Great Eastern, and friendship with 
England was to be for ever cemented by the courteous 
reception of the Prince of Wales. Thinking men 
could see that slavery must some day be dealt with, 
but they hoped to defer the question until the Free 
States of the North and West should have utterly 
outgrown the Slave States of the South, or until the 
Southemers should become convinced that free labour 
was most profitable. Efforts were made to check the 
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Spread of tbe " inatitntion " to Western territoriee. 
Kansas and Nebraska were to be free soil, slavery 
should be abut up in its present domain, where it might 
gradually flicker out as the planters eshansted their 
soil or clianged their opinions. Stieh was the plan of 
moderate law-abiding citizens in the Free States. A 
safe and practical plan, we must admit, though with 
nothing enthusiastic or noble about it, no grappling 
with difBeuIties or upholding right for the sake of 
right. It deserved tu fail, though its failure was 
cui-ioUBly brought about by the very people who had 
better have let it succeed. 

The South has sufFerod terribly and has been over- 
thrown after a struggle of four years ; but fatal as was 
its miscalculation of strength, sad as have been its 
losses, the slave power acted consistently in striving to 
gain an independent position and to secure its share 
of the Western wildemese. Of course Mr. Davis woa 
shortsighted, tijose men who faU always are. Julian 
tried, in vain, to re-establish the ancient worship of the 
Empire and to give their former vigour to the legions 
of declining Rome. Yet Julian was an able ruler and 
the best general of his day. To defend slave institu- 
tions in this eentuiy is as much a turning back of tbe 
tide by human hands, as it was, when Julian reigned, 
to keep heathendom against Christianity. It would 
indeed have been hard to reconcile the creation of ft 
great slave-holding republic with other features of our 
time, when Bussian serfs have at last obtained dieir 
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freedom, and Turkish ryots are impracticably pro- 
tected by treaty. 

Jeflferson Davis was wrong. His treason did not 
prosper, and men dare to call it by hard names. 
But putting aside those broad principles which make 
a championship of slavery resemble the efforts of 
Mr. Gibbon's pet reactionist, there was courage 
and genius in the slave-holders' rebellion. They saw 
more clearly the strength and progress of Aboli- 
tionists than did easy-going Northern merchants or 
pleasure-seekers at Saratoga. They felt, that, with 
Abraham Lincoln's election, their cherished system 
of life was seriously threatened. It had come to 
this: either the South must wait patiently to be 
reformed when its enemies were ready, or must 
make a bold effort, break the old bonds of Union 
and force back the tide of opinion which seemed 
about to flow over 'it unchecked. History will de- 
cide where President Davis committed blunders, and 
will pronounce upon the Fabian tactics of General 
Lee. 

It would seem as though when Europe began to 
feel sure that the Confederates must win, their doom 
was sealed. The best blood of the South had gone 
into the ranks, giving fearful energy to an assault by 
Southern troops and indomitable obstinacy to a 
defence. But a year's fighting had not ended the 
struggle ; the chance of marching on Washington had 
been lost, and an exhausting drain of the best 
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Soiitliem blood had begun. If we look to tLe other 
side, we see that a year's warfare bad enabled the 
North to shake itself together, forming an army of 
disciplined troops and equipping a powerful navy. 
"Washington city waa securely fortified ; Maryland 
held down by force ; Kentucky overrun ; Miasonri 
conquered. Naval expeditions had seized many im- 
portant points on the Confederata coasts, and Admiral 
Farragut was within a few weeks of taking New Or- 
leans. So much at the end of the fii'st year. If it is 
added that a Federal blockade had been established, 
sufficiently strict to raise three-fold the price of every- 
thing down South ; that the ' Trent ' affair had blown 
over without causing England to abandon hpr neutra- 
lity, and that Abolitionists began to have the Union 
feeling at their backs ; a year's contest will be seen to 
have riuiied the hopes of the Southern leaders. They 
could always have returned into the Union on con- 
dition of waiting to see their institution flicker oOk 
and abiding by the will of the majority. But a 
proud race, accustomed to carry arms and to niJe 
over slaves, would not submit They fought on 
during three years within a constantly narrowing 
circle, and, whilst the fiery youth of the upper class 
remained in their ranks, frequent victories were 
gained. At last, however, the Confederata regiments 
dwindled away, their favourite generals were killed or 
wounded, and they had no resource save in leiies of 
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poor whites, who would usually desert, and of negroes 
who could not be trusted.* 

The North grew stronger and stronger. Each de- 
feat roused it to fresh exertions, whilst Union feeling 
became closely linked with emancipation. Incom- 
petent generals were thrust aside ; heavy public debt 
was incurred. " Our Union must be preserved," said 
the nation at large ; " And slavery be exterminated ! " 
muttered the Abolitionists, in tones which became 
more imperative with each succeeding montL Both 
objects were gained, though not without woeful 
slaughter. To a foreign looker-on the first of these 
objects may seem almost worthless beside the second, 
but it struck Americans very diflferently. They were 
led into the abolition of slavery by what, for them, 
was the paramount necessity of re-union. Perhaps 
St George killed the dragon, not because of Sabina, 
who with a red cap on her head might stand for 
freedom, but on account of some secession which had 
taken place in the worthy knight's family as to 
whether the dragon was harmful or no. 

And how stood North and South when those five 
years, with their century of change, had passed? 
Saratoga could boast its gayest season in the summer 
that witnessed the wholesale mustering out of service. 
Newport was equally full. Every steamer bound 
for Europe carried a crowd of wealthy travellers, 

* It was not until the eleventh hour that the Confederate 
GoYemment resolved to arm Sambo. 
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who Iiad left their Lusiness prospering behind them. 
The raUroads and canals of the Nortliem 8tat£8 were 
burdened with valuable freight. ImmigraQts arrived 
by thousands; new territoriee were settled in the 
Far West, while the pony express tfl California was 
to be superseded by a line of rail and telegraph. 
There waa plenty of crime it is tme, twenty thousand 
arrests being made in the Empire City alone during 
three months of 1865. There were also many deso- 
late homes from which soldiers had gone to the war 
never to return, and many wounded men limping 
through the streets of Northern cities. But the 
North was marvellously prosperous. It had, without 
wishing to do so, speculated in its own paper currency; 
and, when gold fell from "280" to " 140," that cm^ 
rency doubled in value. The poor nigger, kicked about 
from party to party, had been jokingly called " irre- 
pressible." Now the really irrepressible thing was 
Yankee prosperity. Captain Semmea had damaged 
Northern trade to a certain extent, and a comer of 
Pennsylvania liad seen the stem work of Gettysburg ; 
but to talk of bloodshed and desolation in regard to 
tlie North was delusive. Those bronzed soldiers, whose 
presence changed the outward aspect of New York 
and other places, might have come home from a 
contest in Peru; and the sight of coloured men in 
uniform, \rhich of itself marked a great transitiou, 
might be explained as a compliment to Horace 
Greeley ; for the Northern cities showed 
of war. 
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Yet there was not so smooth a prospect as iu 18C0. ] 
vast section of the country, which had increased I 
the census of that year, whence sprightly ladies and I 
polished gentlemen had thronged to Saratoga, and 
where the negro had been supposed to fill up his 
leisure hours by composing Ethiopian serenades, was 
low completely beggared. It, too, had natural re- 
■ces, but they were for a time rendered useless, m 
'ax had fallen heavily upon the Southern States. 1 
'erty and hunger had followed their desperate"! 
effort for independence, whilst their social system I 
was disorganized by the change, from slave to frea 1 
labour, and the flower of their youth had died leaving 
sorrow throughout the land. We heard that people 
were begging for rations in one county, or had taken 
the woods as guerillas in another. A gloomy 
icture was given of the state of things down South ; 
id "reconstruction," although steadily pushed for- 
ward by President Johnson, had not by Midsummer 
done much to ameUorate the distress of the Con- 
federacy. It was painful to know that the idle 
apprentice who had lived upon other people's toil 
was so severely punished, whilst his industrious neigh- 
bour, who had worted for himself, received e 
than u merited reward. Had not the former acquired | 
vicious habits from English ancestors ? and bad 
the latter connived at wrong-doing through many 
ley-making years ? But such is the broad rough 
ice of history, I have always felt sorry for i 
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particular wicked Coonts and gay Conntesses on wbom 
the guillutine descended. Their class bad mis- 
governed France, preparing the way for revolntion, 
yet they were no worse than generations which had 
gone quietly off the stage. Unhappily for them the 
CTttsb came in their day ; that was alL So with the 
Confederates of 1861! And these, moreover, strove 
against their fate with an energy that well-nigh 
secured success. It was not Legree, wo may be 
sure, who gave spirit to the defence of Charleston 
or to the onslaught at Chancellorsville ; but Shelby 
and St. Clair, the generous masters, who, when they 
reflected upon their position, were half ashamed of 
holding slaves! "Old Stonewall," the hero of the 
Soutli, was only drawn into rebellion through devotion 
to his iiative State and had no faith in the divine 
right of slavery ; while General Lee, whose talents 
CO long upheld a sinking cause, disbelieved in the 
iniititutiou which that cause represented. 

'llie idle apprentice was banished from Saratt^ 
during its carnival time after the return of pence. 
Fonner fashions were flung aside, and former modee 
uf thought were entirely forgotten. Instead of the 
nispoct with which "F. F, V." had been used to 
dignify " First Families of Vii^nia," those initials 
worw uow almost a term of reproach. Slaveholden, 
not Abolitionists, must be burnt in efBgy, for which 
•tort of change tliere is always a Tony Fire-the-Fagot 
111 hand ; and the Soutli, that had once seemed so 
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near, was looked at through the large end of the 
telescope until it appeared to be very distant A 
nightmare of doubt and reticence was removed from 
the public mind, no subject was under taboo, no 
institution too "peculiar" to be discussed. People 
felt relieved at having tried conclusions with the 
South, and could see, with the acuteness of after 
wisdom, that a war had been inevitable. Greenbacks 
had risen in value, trade was flourishiner, why should 
■ot tte great w.t«tag.phc r„. riot h >a'u^. 
of extravagance ? I remained there but a short 
time, and yet more life was to be seen in that period 
than in twice as long a stay five years before. I 
could only wish, that, if Sharon Springs were pro- 
portionately amusing, it had been my fortune to 
follow the course of a previous journey and go thither 
from Saratoga. 

Sharon was a charming retreat, and there is no 
reason why it should have changed its character. 
Ten miles driving from the Palatine Bridge Eailway- 
station brought me to the wooded valley where are 
springs so unpalatable that they would make any 
place famous. The village lies high and has cool 
bracing air ; but as I did not visit it in character of 
an invalid, neither its nauseous fountains, nor its re- 
freshing breezes occupied much of my attention. 
Sharon's chief interest consisted in the near neighbour- 
hood of Cooperstown and Lake Otsego, the scene of 
more than one of the Natty Bumpo novels. Young 
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Deerslayer roamed over this country, and won his 
name of Hawk Eye in the woods near Otsego. Long 
afterwards he is found, as Leather-stocking, beside 
the same lake; whilst, in another tale, Mr. Cooper 
makes Eve Effingham reside in his &yourite district 
When I returned after a trip to Otsego there was 
music in the hoteL Some pretty Spaniards from 
Havana, whose papa had brought them north for 
the summer, sang very sweetly. There was no need 
to trouble about its being one's duty to *drink sul- 
phureous draughts, or to understand the songs which 
were sung. An hour of ease and contentment might 
be passed, listening contentedly to the music, whilst 
thinking of dear old Natty Bumpo. Modem boys 
have migrated westward in the exciting pages of 
Mayne Eeid, but give me those wonderful shots 
with Eilldeer and the smoke from the Lenapi wig- 
wams for the poetical prose of forest life ! 
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Ake there propoitioiiatelT more disastefs by nil in 
Ammca than in Engjand? Does not oor stolid 
tempenunent with ah%fa nte <^ speed set off against 
their groes caiekfisneas with a lower rate of speed? 
I ask becanse I want lo know, and shall feel mneh 
oU^;ed to any one who will collect statistics feo- 
me.* 

As to the relatiTe comfort of English and Ame- 
rican trayelling, we hare CanltB on both sides. Wonld 
that a score of directofs coold be sacrificed as a pro- 
pitiatorj c^ering, and oor systems amalgamated 
with the weaker parts left oat. English carriages are 
free from dranght, and each compartment is a cozy 
den for six or eight passengers. American cars, though 
draughty and pablic, secore yon, by their open con- 

* He must prepay his letter, ai^ be careful that it is not 
over weight. 
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Btniction, from the risk of tSte-Ortete journeys with 
gentlemen who possess loaded canea. So far the 
question IB one to be calmly discussed, but vhat 
words can convey an adequate impreaaion of Jona^ 
than'e advantage over John in getting hie baggie 
" checked througli," thereby escaping our national 
portmanteau limit and carpet-bag Ught. 

It may have been your lot, dear reader, to lose 
some favourite coat, or some pair of boots which bad 
just begun to be comfortable. You may have sought 
compensation, and found it after long delay, though 
I fear tliat you were obliged to confess to having 
forgotten to see yoiu" In^age labelled. Jonathan is 
better prepared against disaster than yon will consent 
to be. He paints boldly on his box a name and 
address in full, as — 

" Jonathan G. Slick, 

" SlICKVILLE, Ck)NN." — 

and this is a great help should anything go wrong. 
Yet the atrenglli of his position lies in checking 
through. Hia luggage must be labelled (with a brass 
label attached to a leather thong), and when onco 
the brazen tally is in Jonathan's pocket, he can 
smile at fortune's fickleness. No ansiety for him 
at way stations, no shouts of "Hullo, porter I 
(hat's my luggage, where are you taking it to?" 
Our cousin may forget tliat he has a box, tmtil r 
week or two after his arrival, then remembering Hi 
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existence, he may send for it as though the same 
were booked in an English cloak-room. Who bears 
the brazen tally wins the box ; and authorized baggage 
agents pass through the cars when the train ap- 
proaches any large town to contract with Jonathan 
to deKver his portable property at hotel or private 
dwelling. 

An English cloak-room I Ah, there we have thee, 
worthy cousin. We are not so ** backwardation " as 
to be rivals whom thou canst safely despise. Eail- 
way cars in America have certain comforts which 
our rolling stock may lack, but English stations and 
the expense at which Mr. Bull holds the even tenour 
of his permanent way, should methinks command 
thy respect For a community of unequal wealth, 
wherein rich and poor have their different methods 
of regarding a dollar, it would not be amiss to pro- 
vide three classes of cars. Mr. Bull does so without 
considering himself degraded. Is he wrong? or is 
thy republican pride, worthy cousin, a little bit 
foolish?* I discovered, down in Carolina, that f 
n^ro had railway privileges which a " mean white ' 
did not enjoy. Both we will suppose counted the 
money spent on travelling, yet, whilst Sambo who 
might only ride in the coloured car paid four dollars, 
Whitechap, who might ride where he pleased, Was 

* The difference of price between fast and slow trains often to 
be found in America, and the emigrant cars upon some lines, do 
not much improve the illogical system of one class for all comers. 
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charged five dollars and a half. Now it chanced, in 
my hearing, that a representative of the dominant 
race endeavoured to obtain a four dollar ticket. He 
was abort of funds, and could not afl'ord to be parti- 
cular :— " We only give those tickets to coloured 
men," said the official tartly, and Whitechap rode 
first class f^inst his will. Are the poorer blondes of 
North and South to be denied a railway equality 
with Sambo ? Jonathan, how sayest thon, when the 
question ia put in this form ? 

One point for us in regard to variety of classeB ; 
one to our cousin for his delightful Bradshaw. The 
American book is called ' Appletou'a Guide," and 
should be bought by a stranger immediately after 
landing. It has an illustrated cover, a map, and a 
table of contents. Then comes a portrait of some 
distiogmshed railway personage, with a biographical 
notice. Then a dozen pages of railway intelligence, 
reports of lines in progress, and tabular statements 
showing cost of construction. We learn that thirty- 
live thousi^id three hundred and sixteen miles of 
railway have been completed in the United States, 
at a cost of about two hundred and eighty million 
pounds sterling; as alao that there are in the States 
more than sixteen hundred miles of city hoiBe- 
railways. From theso heavy figures, especially that 
sum of two hundred and eighty millions sterling, we 
rally with a bound, on Appleton's next page, where 
ia the beginning of a novelette, "to be contiaiuMl" 
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in the following number. Racy anecdotes and jokes 
of more or less merit lead us forward to serious 
business. Now we have small maps facing time- 
tables, and larger maps spreading over two pages. 
There is something to catch the eye at every step, 
though Appleton has left all thought of fun behind. 
He tackles his subject with dauntless resolution. 
Here is the principle of arrangement freely trans- 
lated : — 



LEAVE. 




ARRIVE. 


P.M. 


A.tf. 




A.M. 


P.M. 


2*0 


7 


London Bridge .. 


11-6 


6-4 


3-4 


8-0 


New Cross .. 


10-14 


5-22 


5-26 


9-45 


Forest Hill .. .. 


9-12 


417 


613 


1050 


Sydenham . . 


8-4 


3-8 


7-8 


1115 


Crystal Palace 


7-0 


2-5 



There is an index of towns and cities towards the 
end of the volume, with steamboat and other adver- 
tisements bringing up the rear. * Appleton's Guide ' 
is, assuredly, one point for Jonathan. 

Sleeping cars taken together form another point ; 
or, taken separately, as is most consistent with indi- 
vidual experience, they form a succession of bright 
particular points. Our cousin obtains refreshing 
sleep whilst he is borne forward at twenty miles an 
hour through the darkness of night. " We've been 
druv to that invention, sir, by the stupendous size of 
this country," was Jonathan's remark when he heard 
me praise the sleeping car. And certain it is that 
for American distances our plan of sitting up all 
m'ght, with occasional naps of half a minute, would 
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prove insnpportable. The sleeping car is your rea 
ship of the desert, wiiich enables men to traverse mwii 
weary miles without sinking tmder fatigue. Its is 
terior, when fitted for night work, is like the cabin d 
some very narrow ves-ael. Tiers of berths occHp] 
either side, with a passage between them. There a 
curtains bung before the berths, and a wash-room 
usually found in one corner of the car, so that, t 
" booked through " on a long journey, the travdle 
can improve his appearance when he awakes in tl 
morning slightly dishevelled. I will not assert tha' 
railway slumber affords perfect rest; one is apt U 
feel as if one's head had slipped off the bolster 
had been lying too low, yet it is a great Insoiy fc 
sleep at all- Nor do these sleeping places prove id 
convenient obstructions when daylight has com 
They are cleared away, like hammocks on board 
man-of-war; frames and mattresses are ingenionBl] 
stowed close under the roof of the carriage, leaviitf 
just seats enough for the number of sleepers that 
will accommodate. 

There is a charm about the American freedoi 
from restraint by Companys' servants, and the libertj 
to commit any amount of suicides. No looking in n 
passengers like dumb driven cattle. If the trail 
sliould luiat'countahly stop, and passengers espect tfl 
be rtm into by an express that is over due, they ca 
get out at their own discretion and satisfy themsein 
f what is the matter, and jump in again upon hear 
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ing the cry of "all aboard." On this very journey 

which I am making to my friends in New England 

we break down abjectly in mid career. ' The train 

stops among thick growing trees without a sign of 

human habitation near, the narrow single track 

numing like a path through the wood. I have been 

conversing with an Illinois farmer, who views the 

Eastern States as a " poor stony section, only good 

for ship-buUding and notions." « By thunder," says 

he, "if we ain't stopped! Let's get out and look 

round a bit." This suggestion is generally acted 

upon, and a small crowd assembles near the snorting 

engine. The engineer calmly examines his broken 

machinery. " What's the matter ? " I enquire. " Oh, 

nothing," he replied ; " she's done this same afore ; 

'spects they'll be obliged to git her regular fixed up 

or there'll be a worse smash some day." 

A box of tools is produced; the engineer, con- 
ductor, and fireman set to work with a will; the 
passengers give what help they can, and a rough 
mend is effected in no time. They drive in a wedge 
at one place and screw on a nut at another, until the 
engine is fit to proceed. Our conductor now raises 
his voice to a stentorian "All aboard!" and the 
engineer goes ahead, slowly at first, that gentlemen 
may be able to regain their seats. 

Jonathan's locomotives fitted up with bell and 
cow-catcher, with huge lantern placed in front, and 
deep-toned whistle to sound a warning, are un- 

VOL. I. G 
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equalled in their ^Tay. It must not be supposed that 
having cow-catchers is a preparation for illegal cattle- 
lifting, or that the catchers are faithful hounds em- 
ployed in this service. They are but strong grated 
beaks, which protrude several feet in front of the 
engine, and are meant to toss aside any stray cattle 
that get upon the track. For American lines are 
seldom fenced oflf. They have not our gates and 
signalmen at level crossings, but trust to the instinct 
of self-preservation in the public at large and to 
notices placed conspicuously before wayfarers by car- 
riage road. Sometimes a notice will be phrased very 
briefly, as " Mind the Engine ! " or will expand into 
"Look out when the bell rings!" whilst the more 
lengthy and comprehensive sentence, " Look out for 
the cars when the bell rings!" is all that you can 
expect as a friendly hint to those concerned. And 
wayfarers do look out, insomuch that very few of 
them are killed. 

Without urging upon our boards of directors that 
signal-posts and gates be henceforward abandoned, 
wooden sleepers left without sufficient ballast, and 
Mr. Bull allowed to get in and out at pleasure^ I 
would suggest an experiment Let every mail-train 
wliich leaves London after nightfall be provided witli 
an extra first-class carriage for the benefit of human 
sleepers. We might either improve upon Jonathan's 
idea, as has been our wont with other importations, 
or might continue for a while to copy the American 
model. 
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YANKEE-LAND PROPER. 



A country gentleman without a gamekeeper — The " Hub of 

the Universe." 

That break down in the wood not being repeated, 
despite the roughness of the repairs there contrived, 
we soon reached the station near which my friends 
reside. A carriage was waiting for me, a few words 
of hearty greeting were exchanged, and I found 
myself rolling towards Waterville with a well-remem- 
bered lightness of springs and recurrence of holes in 
the road. There were men and waggons red with 
iion-ore, deeply rutted tracks branching off to the 
iron-works, and other signs of mineral as well as of 
agricultural wealth ; agricultural industry would be a 
better phrase, for the Illinois farmer was right, New 
England is rather a " stony section." 

My frienda live near a lake about a mile wide. 
Beyond their residence is the straggling village, 
which changes its name further up, and becomes the 

centre of the township of Stonehenge. It is a hilly 

G 2 
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country around, with peaks of considerable height 
and picturesque glens within an hour's drive, and not 
far away there is a cataract, which out of America 
would attract general notice. 

The host himself is a quiet elderly man with little 
about him that we associate with the words " New 
England Yankee," though he is a staunch Unionist 
and thoroughly national in his mode of thought. He 
is no wire-puller,* yet his position and character have 
earned for him the first oflBces in his native State. 
Having never resided abroad, and only once travelled 
for a few weeks in Europe, Mr. Howel has not any 
foreign gloss to conceal his Yankee origin, nor does 
he pretend to be more than a plain New England 
country gentleman. Should my friend see and re- 
cognize this inadequate sketch, he will admit himself 
to be provokingly unsketchable. Not tall, raw-boned, 
and nasal, as are many Americans, nor yet a half- 
civilized millionaire as some are, Mr. Howel avoids 
oaths and swagger. He may boast that his father and 
grandfather held land in the township where he now 
lives, and he may reasonably hope that his son wiU 
hold the same land after him. Why should he not 
feel like a squire in one of our English coimties ? 

A squire, and no talk of sport ? A country gentle- 
man without one solitary gamekeeper ? Yes, such is 
my friend's condition. America has produced some- 

* Intriguing politician, or, generally speaking, a Punch and 
Judy man of tlie political show. 
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thing new out of the ancestral stock, something less 
fiery than the cavaliers of Virginia, and less sports- 
manlike than our landed gentry, but which we did 
wrong to underrate when calculating the chances of 
the civil war. Citizens like Mr. Howel kept the 
Union together. 

It is curious to find free-trade scouted by go-ahead 
Yankees, when we have abandoned protection. If 
one quarter of what has been said and written about 
^* unshackled commerce" be true, then Jonathan is 
quite wrong, and trying to travel the "back-track." 
Possibly there are no absolute truths in political 
economy, so that what holds good between country 
and country, does not apply between continent and 
continent. Each hemisphere ought, perhaps, to be 
bottled up separately, so as to develope its resources 
of all kinds. 

In most of the townships around Waterville — a 
^ township" is here a territorial division like a parish 
with us, and need not necessarily contain any houses 
— the price of land has doubled during the last thirty 
years. Cleared farming-land now costs &om 12^. 
sterling to 20^. the acre, so you will easily understand 
why immigrants proceed at once to the West. There 
they have better wages than in the Eastern States, 
whilst land is actually given to them. 

Except for the arrival of a few domestic ser- 
vants, the Waterville community has received no 
addition for a long time. It has sent its increase far 
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and wide in search of fortnne, but those left at home 
torro a populatioo lees mixed and shifting than is 
found in newer Bettlements, Thees country-fdk 
cannot see themselves in the perspective of a glance 
from Europe. They feel in most ways like long- 
established, old-world citizens. Though grizzly bears 
atill exist on the same continent, these are utterly 
left ont of the calculations of Waterville yeomen; 
aud even the civil var has resembled a struggle in 
some foreign country. Sunday after Sunday the 
grave congregation has met at the church door; no 
alarm has sounded through Stonehenge township; 
and if it were not that wounded soldier-boyB have 
retimied home aud that President Lincoln's pictnre 
is seen hung with black on many a parlour w»II, 
there would be nothing to tell of the great events 
transacted elsewhere. 

Boston is more the capital of this district than 
is New York. The "Empire City" lies nearer to 
Waterville by half a day's journey, but the "h^b* 
of the universe" may claim to be the centre from 
which their village opinions and politics are reflected. 
The streets of Boston as I see them on arriving in 
a glow of summer sunshine, are gayer than is cub- 
tomary with Boston streets. Many returned soldiers 
loimge in har-rooms or stroll along the pavements. 
giving something of that military aspect observable 
about this time in New York. 

' C'eDln.' ul'ti wlii.tl. 
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There is no secession sympathy down East. I am 
now in a place thoroughly hostile to the Confederates. 
"They thought that we couldn't fight and we've 
shown them that we can!" is a sentiment verv 
noticeable in Boston, and one which overlays the 
mere triumph of Union principles. Shop-windows 
contain caricatures of Southern celebrities, and an 
immense supply of patriotic songs. It is a great 
moment for New England! The slave-holding 
power despised the Yankees, and Yankees are. ex- 
tinguishing slavery. Northerners were once tarred 
and feathered in the South if they talked of neg^o 
rights, and now there are to be coloured schools at 
Richmond under Northern superintendence. 

It is not far, measured by horse-railway, from 
Harvard University to Boston City, but there is dis- 
tance sufScient to rescue the city from that apoplectic 
stagnation which characterizes the unlearned sur- 
roundings of seats of learning. Boston has a life of 
its own, a busy commercial life, less speculative than 
at New York, and leas overflowing with raw produce 
than in the larger places dtit West. Snug long- 
established firms are more the rule in Boston, just as 
literature there holds the place usurped by fashion in 
the Empire City. Give me, if I must needs dwell 
between the two, a home in Boston, and a yearly visit 
of six weeks to some luxurious New York hotel. 

Luxurious hotels ? — aye, there's the question ! Have 
American hotels, upon the American plan, anything 
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more than a show of luxury about them? Take for 
granted the marble floors, wido staircases, and ele- 
gantly-fiimished rooms, which bid high for poptdar 
favour, is a man any better off for sojourning in such 
a palace? He can walk through it feeling awed at 
his own extravagance in helping to pay for so much 
splendour, and there his enjoyment ends. He haa 
no individual existence. The proprietors have con- 
tracted to board and lodge him for so many dollars a 
day, A bedroom is provided and meals are laid upon 
the table at stated hours ; but the hotel guest has do 
power of ordering his dinner when he wishes for it» 
no influence whatever upon the great machine tJiot 
ministers to liia daily wants. The wizard who has 
produced this palace requires his iMitrons to move 
within narrow limits, or to pay forfeit on their excese. 
Everything is " extra," save only what we Europemu 
call " extras." Attendance is not charged ; either 
smoothly as waiter, coquettishly as chambermaid, » 
humbly as boots. Quality and variety of dishes 4e 
not affect the week's bill — your wizard can afford to 
give costly viands. But meals are paid for, whether 
eaten or no ; servants stare as if doubtful of the 
stranger's reason, should he ring for them under any 
pretence ; and all refreshment partaken of in private 
rooms costs something in addition to the stipulated 
amount for daily board. Does this constitute such 
complete luxury as Americans fondly suppose? 
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THE WHITE MOUNTAINS. 



An old skipper's story — The Tip-top Summit. 

Boston is very like an English city, but before you 
get far on the road to Portland you will find your- 
self in a region of completely foreign appearance. 
There are plank -sheathed houses and rough timber 
fences, stunted pine-trees and rocky soil. It is a 
wonder how civilisation ever took root thereabouts 
with so little to encourage the labour of the husband- 
man. Yet we pass comfortable homesteads and 
thriving towns, whilst there is an amount of passen- 
ger traffic which shows that people have the where- 
withal to purchase railway tickets. At one place 
a live donkey is seen drawing a cart. My fellow- 
travellers are greatly amused. I tell them that, with 
08, the humble animal in question, although never 
seen when dead, is common enough when living. 

But to regain our track per Eastern raiboad. We 
reach Portland in due time, and, from Portland, I 
start upon the Canadian Grand Trunk line, which. 
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like some perverted stream, here wanders tlirougli 
alien territory. 

A Canadian Grand Trunk car is essentially an 
American car, as ia the engine of bell and cow- 
catcher an American engine. We travelled on 
through Maine and New Hampshire with blue-coaled 
passengers retiirniug home from the war, and a 
Yankee news agent of [>ersiia8ive 'ciiteuess. He was 
a boy in years, but worth a man's wages any day. 
What availed speculations about an intercohnial line 
which should unite the British Provinces, with a liar- 
ixiur open during winter-time, and make Halifax 
instead of Portland their Atlantic terminus? Who 
would look at the monotonous acres of pine trees, the 
fields full of stumps, and the anug homesteads wbicfa 
such fields supported, when temptation to buy. not a 
farm, but some trifling luxury, was constantly buforc 
him ? That boy must have chartered half a baggage- 
van to convey hia stock-in-trade. Favoured by tho 
construction of the train, he would pass nimbly from 
car to car and offer each passenger a newspaper wttlt 
"latest intelligence." Next came books and maga- 
zines, distributed, as an advertisement, by the boy on 
bis way down, and collected on his way up, save Bucb 
as had attracted interest and were purchased. Lite- 
rature " played out," our busy attendant brought boxes 
of dried figs, a quarter dollar per box, the neatest 
little things possible, cakes of maple sugar, packets 
of lozenges, baskets of unripe apples, nuls, saucers 
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with raspberries ready sugared, and many other 
knick-knacks. He urged no one to buy, and would 
not abate his price a single cent, but tried to catch 
every passenger at some weak point, and succeeded 
in doing so with all whom I could see. The pre- 
sent writer, after standing firm against apples and 
lozenges, and asking in vain for a sandwich, was con- 
quered by one of the dried fig-boxes on its second 
appearance. This boy's attention was not distracted, 
as is often the case with his class in American trains, 
by having to hand round iced-water; for here the 
water was in a large jar, fixed half-way down the 
carriage, which passengers could tap at their pleasure 
into a glass placed conveniently beside it. 

From whatever cause arising, the ** universal 
Yankee nation** is beyond a doubt addicted to 
"sweeties." No people can boast a larger amount 
of solid produce in com and beef to reward their 
labour, if we take Yankee in the European sense 
and couple the Western States with New England 
proper. But, although in good hotels and private 
booses, the loUy-pop fur et simple is out-weighed by 
wholesome fare, yet in railway refreshment-rooms, 
village stores, and on the cars, as above described, 
I have found little save kickshaws, more or less 
nauseous, to comfort a hungry traveller. Here let 
me pause, as food books are the nuisance of our age. 
Tourists wiU persist in narrating what they had at 
breakfast before the ascent of the Worcestershire 
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Beacon, or what " mine host gave us for supper when 
we landed at Cowes." Novelists, too, by way of 
tinging their fancies with reality, are apt to make 
the hero and heroine eat heartily — "appetizing 
chapters to read whilst you are waiting for dinner," 
as an unromantic friend of mine says. 

Whilst the industrious boy was tempting us with 
his varied assortment and our train was somewhat 
leisurely devouring space, we entered upon the moun- 
tainous frontier region of New Hampshire. This 
region has traditions of Indian fights in the early 
days of settlement, for Kentucky's " dark and bloody 
ground" deserved its native name no better than did 
the now thriving counties which surround the Agio- 
chook or White Mountains. In point of numbers 
engaged, these battles did not amount to much, but 
they were stubbornly contested, as when Captain 
Lovell lost half his band and killed twice as many 
red-skins as that band had mustered of pale-faces. 
Now-a-days the war-whoop and crack of border rifle 
have made way for more mirthful sounds. White 
Mountain excursions are to New Englanders what 
visits to the Lakes are to us. First class hotels 
abound in the Agiochook valleys, and several lines of 
railroad bring yearly a crowd of pleasure-seekers. 

At Gorham station on the Grand Trunk, just 
ninety-one miles from Portland, I alighted and took 
coach for the foot of Mount Washington, the highest 
peak of the White Mountain range. 



THE WHITE MOUNTAINS. 93 

These American coaches are relics of a bygone 
system which still preserve a little sphere of useful- 
ness all to themselves. With us, in England, omni- 
buses and flys supplement the railway communication, 
but in America, the light-built omnibus, or lighter 
hack-carriage, cannot convey Jonathan's ponderous 
portmanteaus over country roads. He has been 
reputed to travel with a valise incredibly small, and 
he does, should smallness be his aim. Yet certain 
it is that no one possesses more unmanageable 
articles of luggage to supply his heavy marching 
order. So it happens that to and from the hotels in 
lai^e cities and at nearly every way station on the 
railroads, ply heavy old-fashioned coaches, which 
are about the most substantial vehicles on the western 
continent drawn by horseflesh, always excepting 
military gun-carriages. 

A handsome coach of this kind, with a team 
of six greys, was presently bearing me along with 
other passengers towards Mr. Thompson's Glen House, 
which stands at the foot of Mount Washington. A 
forest track in tolerable repair enabled us to make 
good headway, although it was up hill for the whole 
distance. I had wished to sit outside and enjoy the 
sunset view, but there was no place to be had ; and, 
in compensation, I met a most agreeable inside pas- 
senger. A hard, keen-looking old man, whose face 
was weather-beaten into the toughness of parch- 
ment. 
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^ This coach and its middle seat with leathern 
back wonld astonish them in England,** said L 

" May be, sir," he replied. " Guessed you hailed 
from that section on first sighting you." Then, after 
a moment's pause, he added, " Fve only been once 
in England, and it was against my will that I went" 

" How, sir, as a prisoner?" 

" Ay, ay, that's about it ! " • 

" Your experiences must have been very interest- 
ing, for it was sharp work in 1812." 

My companion looked whimsically grave as he 
replied — ** A man is often laughed at for giving 
his own figure head a simple washdown, when he 
might fresh paint any one else's. A few conceited 
critturs have spiled the personal narrative business, 
which is a pity, I dew think." 

After this we fell talking of the scenery, the rough- 
ness of the road when it got out of repair, and other 
travellers' topics. Our driver pulled up and col- 
lected his dollar fare from each passenger, in some- 
thing of the amateur highwayman style. Then away 
went those six spirited greys, and my neighbour slid 
into his yam of 1812 without further apology. 

" No sooner had the war begun, sir, than we at 
Salem concluded to have out a few privateers ; and a** 
I had taken to the sea for a profession, why, what 
more natural than to ship myself aboard one of them ? 
She was a little craft, schooner-rigged and no more 
than sixty, tons. We had forty hands aboard, all 
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told, and one tremenjous big eighteen-pounder gun 
on a swivel amidships. It was too heavy a piece for 
such a vessel, and a long six-pounder would have 
done for our work quite as well — ^we didn't go out to 
fight, but to take prizes — but this big eighteen- 
pounder was the only cannon to be had for love or 
money, so our captain was forced to take it along. 
He was a smart man, the captain, and clever at 
that — American clever, sir, which you call good- 
natured, I'm thinking. Wal, we had only a small 
vessel to cruise in, and we knew that many of the 
English merchantmen carried ten or twelve guns, 
indeed the first prize brought into Salem had mounted 
twenty-four nine-pounders, twelve on a side like a 
regular sloop o' war, but then she had only six-tod- 
tweuity souls aboard, all counted, for the British Go- 
vernment took every man they could catch for their^ 
navy, and merchant craft war' forced to go to sea 
short handed. It was this fact we calculated on, 
and we meant, if a large prize came in our way to 
hook hold of her and board her, never mind what 
armament she carried. 

" Our cruise was lucky in the beginning, we took 
four colonial vessels and recaptured three American. 
These had reduced us to twenty-seven hands, when, 
one morning on the Banks,* having sailed for some 
time through a thick fog, it lifted, and showed us 
three British ships close aboard. There was a seven- 

* Banks of Newfoundland. 
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gan schooner and a twelve-gun brig, and a twenly- 
eight-gon sloop. Of course we made all sail to git 
clear of them, and, finding that the sloop overhauled 
us steadily, we tried to heave our big gun into the 
sea. But the tackle shifted, and one of the trunnions 
druv through our deck, jist inside the water-way, so 
there was this useless eighteen pounder listing her 
down till its muzzle trailed in the water. 

" At last the British sloop came alongside, and 
poured in a discharge of grape, which cut away most 
of our running rigging and brought our colours down 
on deck. After firing some musket-shot at the enemy, 
we war' sent below, and John Bull, jist to show that 
powder wam't scarce with him, gave another dose of 
grape, and piped all hands to repel boarders. 

" 'Have you struck your colours?'^ sings out an 
(jffieer through a trumpet. 

" ' Wal ! ' says our captain ; ' Guess we have ; but 
if you wants to fire agin, don't let that sarcumstanee 
liinder you!' He was ryled you see, sir, at their 
liavin' fired once already after the colours war* down, 
and, when we came up on the sloop's deck as pri- 
soners, he says to the young lord that commanded 
her — 

" * If yew Britishers aire so d — d soared by a Yankee* 
privateer, best make tracks at once, for yew might 
meet a 'hul Yankee frigate some day !' 

" * Silence, sir, go for'ard,' says my lord, while the 
other ofiicers they kinder grinned, for it seems they 
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liitiught him over-anxious. Wal, to Halifax we went, 
cuptaiu and men niesBing together as prisoners, it heln' 
•d British cuBtoni at that time to make no distinction i 
i'ur captains of privateers which mounted less than 
four guns. But our skipper had had hia word with 
tliB live lord aud didn't care whar' tiiey put him. 

" Four months war' we kept at Halifax, and then 
we war' shipped, along with other prisoners, aboard 
a transport that was returning to England, A hun- 
dred of U8 went, with a promise of being hung on 
reaching British soil. The enemy had taken some 
ot their subjects serving aboard our vessels, and six 
of these men were to he executed as an example, so 
Presideut Madison replied by picking out twelve 
English prisoners and threatening to do the lite 
with tliem. The hostile Governments had made it 
Iwenly-fonr, then forty-eight, and, when a hundred 
of us Yankees were put aboard the transport bound ' 
to Bpitbead, it was supposed that we slionld all pay 
forfeit if onr countrymen carried out their latest 1 
Threat. A fine sea-worthy craft the transport was, 
jlmost as large as a seventy-four, with a lower deck 
iliich had accommodated a battahon of red-coats, 
•-he made what was called a fast passage, though 
iir clippers would laugh at it now — thirty days 
iiiit, sir, from Halifax to Spithead. Had the food 
'"-■■n good we should have had a nice time, but they 
ijiui taken every pound of good bread out of the ship 
d put rotten stores aboard. The captain was real 
■VOL. I. H 
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sorry to see his flag so diagraeed. ' My lads,' 
he ; ' I've a wife and nine children, so can only jist 
git along, or else I would buy something fit for yoa 
to eat; but I and my crew will share this rotten 
bread with you, till sucli time as we make the 
English laud.' Now, sir, they had chouen out a 
hundred Yankee boys of under twenty-five, so there 
was no leading hand among us, but the oldest chap 
spoke out for the rest. ' Cap'n,' said he, ' we prisoners 
conclude to make no complaint, seein' ite all fair and 
hearty between yew and us ; ' and though one died of 
the food going over and others war' brought very 
low, no complaint did we make. It was a sight 1 
tell yew, when the first boat-load of wholesome bread 
reached us off Portsmouth in England. 

" As to hanging, both Goyernments kinder backed 
down, and we prisoners suffered nothing worse than two 
years' detention at Sheemess, on a hulk that hod 
taken from the Danes. I could see the smoke of 
London, but never visited tlie city. The next pli 
they took me to waa Plymouth, from which, when jieaae 
was declared, I came straight hack to America. That, 
sir, is how I came to travel to England against my 
will, and I've alwayii been frienda with your people 
^nce, when any of them have chanced to steer tllo 
same course as me." 

We finished our forest drive, and drew up at tlio 
door of the Glen House immediately after the ohJ' 
sailor's story had ended. This hotel, with ila < 
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ing of a, few acres in extent, ita atables and offices, 1 
stands like an oasis in the midst of primeval wooda j 
which cover the Burrounding hill-sidea. Eight milea 
off ia Gorham Station, with a couple of dwellings ' 
upon the road thither ; but, in other directiona, the 
distance to any settlement is considerably greater. 
The hotel proprietor, with commendable enterprize, 
provides, during aummor, a stuff of waiters, an excel- . 
lent cuisine, a bar-room, hair-dresser's shop, and post- 
ing department. His guests are well lodged and J 
boarded ; there ia telegraphic communication with; 
all parte, from a small bureau railed off near 1 
hotel door ; and so completely is everything arranged, 
that, although when I arrive two hnndred viaitors 
are staying under Mr. Thompson's roof, we are not 
inconveniently crowded. Supper being over, some 
ladies and gentlemen have a dance in the principal 
corridor, whilst others, strolling into the verandoli, 
watch the fading of salmon-coloured clouds over the J 
liill-tops and the coming out of twinkling stars as J 
evening deepens into night, 

I have sought this verandah and am looking to-'l 
wards Mount Washington's summit which sliows out I 
boldly against the sky, when the veteran of 1812 i 
addresses me. 

■' A fine prospect, sir," says he ; " those hills ( 
L grander when half seen than in the glare 



" 1 reply ; " and the woods look gloomy and I 
a 2 
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mysteriouB. How gtraoge, that, in a centmy at 
most, your backwoodsmen should have driven west, 
or exterminated, not only those luckless red-skins, 
hut all the wild animals of the forest, and left that 
forest like a dead thing with the moving living 
principle gone." 

'■ Stop, sir ! Hold on thar ! You're wrong in 
thinking that them woods air' entirely deserted, and, 
what's more, you're doin' as Englishmen generally 
will about this country — you're building up a big 
theory before gittin' your fact* all square." 

"Then there are beastfi still lingering amon^it 
these hills ? " 

" Wal, that's what I meant when I told you to 
stop. Why, air, 'tis but two seasons ago that I was 
coming on a fiue evening like this up yonder track 
from Gorham, when I sighted a tall stout-looking 
tigure standing in the middle of the road. I walked 
on, thinking nothing of bears, until the stranger 
turued round and gave a low growl. Presently a 
pair of cahs shambled across the track and took to 
the woods on the other side. I'he old she-bear re- 
treated afler them, coming down on all fours as she 
fell into the line of march." 

I heard niauy tilings about the White Monctaine 
during the next morning, was told how the Alpine 
House proprietor, althougli liis chief establishmeot 
ia at Gorham, had cut pu^t .Mr. Thoroiisoa aud opened 
a •* Tip-Top Summit Hoi:se," on the highest ]K)iiil of 
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aint Wasliington. I heard also how a company, i 
tmder charter from the State of New Hampahin 
had coDstnicted a carriage-road to the said tip-top 
summit, and that a telegraphic wire waa stretched 
beside the road, keeping mankind in communication J 
with the Summit House as -with Thompson's Glen I 
House five thousand feet below. AVould not ourl 
^^^pine Club recoil in disgust at tlie notion of such I 
^M civilized mountain, even if grizzly bears roamed at I 
^^m base instead of mild honey-loviog vegetarians ?■ 
^Bt will spare the feelings of Switzerland and I 
HPfirtends, nor induce that brave Swiss boy of song ta^ 
arouse himself in anger, with terrible yodl-odl-odls. 
All detaOs of the proposed railroad to the Agiochook 
summit shall be shunned ; for, if constructed in 
America, why not in Europe? and fancy porters J 
shouting, "JKer de Glace!" "Mer de Qlaee!" "En^ 
wnture pour h sommet ! " 

What a district it is ! The White Mountains are, | 
indeed, far smaller than the giants of Switzerland, 1 
and have no region of perpetual snow ; but they are I 
larger than anything of the kind in Great Britain. I 
It is only in ages of historical esiatence, in wars that 3 
have raged around them, and bygone heroes who-f 
sleep upon their aides, that Carnedd Llewellyn or I 
Lomond are superior to Mount Washington of New I 
Hampshire. As a native farmer expressed his geo- 
logical creed, " There was so much spare land in 
that section of the State that it bad to be sot right i 
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ap on end to keep it out of the way." Within tliirty 
miles by twenty, there are fourteen peaks of more 
than four thoosand feet above the sea ; seven peaks 
of more than five thousand ; and the monarch him- 
self — Mount Washington — can boast a height of six 
thousand three hundred feet " Yea, sir," my in- 
formant added, " this is a remarkable country. Our 
hotels aad our saw-miUs can't be matched in creation. 
It must make you Britishers feel badly to see lu ao 
located ! " 

Having learned all about Mount Washington at its 
foot, nothing remained but to make the ascent A 
httle tolUhoTise is passed immediately after leaving 
Thompson's hotel, and here thirty-two cents most be 
paid to the Road Company, then upward, and upward, 
by a gradual and well-built carriage way, tliroagh 
thickly-tangled woods. I was not fortunate in the 
weather at this period, and got thoroughly drenched 
by the time that four or five miles had been com- 
pleted. The trees gave place to bushes, the bashes 
to tiny shrubs, and tfiese in turn were succeeded by 
blank stony desolation, not presenting huge pieces of 
TOi-ik in way of cliasm, or precipice, but a chaotic heap- 
ing up of great rough stones which covered the surface 
of the mountain. The wind grew furious. No 
brella, although mine was Songster's patent upon Fca's 
paragon frame,* could withstand its might; andii4ien 



* A fact which purcba» 
remember. 
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at length in mist and cold tlie Tip-Top Summit House 1 
became visible, I was glad to take shelter by a glowing 
(, with tDowledge that they had plenty of blankets 
n the premises. A dollar and a half for a bed and 
; same for each meal is not exorbitant, when we J 
member under what difficulties this little hotel is J 
[otaiaed, and that, during eiglit months every! 
r it is left to take caro of itself, when the Alpini 
B landlord withdraws his " Summit " garrison t 
l-milder climate. 
i AH through the night there is howling wind audi 

tering rain. I recollect with satisfaction that o 
wooden roof is chained down, for otherwise away ii 
would go to a moral certainty. With day-dawn w*' 
have some abatement of rain, but thick clonds stilll 
Bvelope the Tip-Top Summit and rush past before a 

idy north-west gale. " Beyond having it rather J 
Hdj we might be anywhere, sir I " remarks my next A 
liiglibour at breakiast, and a spirit of despondency I 
pBvails among the T, T. S. lodgers, when, on a, ' 
idden, the clouds disperse, bright sunlight shines 
.gged rocks of Mount Washington, and other 
ikfl, almost of equal height, appear like i 
Tfe a rolling vaporous sea. Lower sinks the misttj 
Hltil only the valleys close at hand are hidden from 
; vhilst a distant landscape of Immense extent^ 
nines clearly visible. In one quarter we can see 1 
e boundaries of Canada, in another there is some J 
3 lake, which fringes the horizon like a sheet otm 
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silver. " Wliat d'ye call that poad. Captain?" 
one of the tomiBtfl of an hahito^ who is pUcidh 
smoking. "Wal," replies this individDal drily; 
" that is about the largest paddle yet invented." Onr 
cieeroDe here interpolates, " Atlantic Ocean, gentle- 
men, 8eventy-sii miles distant in a bee-line !" Aiu] 
we look at this strip of salt water with redoubled 
attention.- 1 remember being told by a down-east 
skipper that he had sighted Mount Washington in 
\t-inter-time, as a white speck ahead, before be had 
made any other land, and when the sanimit mtut 
have been a hnndred miles &om Lis ship. Whilet 
we looked at the far-away prospect which had been 
so quickly revealed, there was a etronger gust of 
wind and a greater dispersion of the clouds. Valleys 
and hill-sidea, rock and forests, with many a clearing 
and many a sheet of water, were displayed for a few 
moments flecked with light and shade. The grand 
old hills were blue and sharply defined, the mist had 
rolled itself out of sight, save where it still clung roond 
the skirts of Mount Washington. For ten minutes 
we had a lovely view, then the wind gave a fiercer 
scream, fresli masses of vapour swept along before it 
or descended a\K>ii ns, everything fifty yards off was 
in an tustant shrouded from sight, and the vision that 
had seemed to como at the touch of an enchanter's 
wand was gone, as though the genii of the ring 
thought that wo had seen enough. 
From the Glen House to Gorham Btetion was a 
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drive of considerable bumping and jolting when 
taken in a light waggon with three companions and 
four ponderous boxes. At Gorham I took train for 
Quebec and was rattled away towards Her Majesty's 
dominions past rocks and pine trees, through the 
glow of a yellow sunset and the calm starlight which 
succeeded it. 

I took train ! What a relief it would be did custom 
allow a traveller who writes in prose, to imitate Childe 
Harold and sink that ever recurring ego by alluding 
to bis personality as "the Childe." 
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OOR ANGLO-FHENCH COLONT. 



Early Bettlera — The 



- Hachems iu counciL 



Poor Jacques Cartier, the pilot of St, Malo, was 
not more fortunate than other early oavigatoTs. 
Dreams of distant empire won from the swart 
barbarian, of diBCOveriea tliat should open new patha 
to commerce, and of a grateful country rewarding 
the discoverer, were doomed to disappointment. 
Cartier died, worn out by hardship and exposure, 
sickening with hope deferred. He bad sailed from 
Brittany when the gay court of Francis I. cared 
little about forming agricultural colonies. Spata, the 
bated rival, had found gold in the Indies, and bad 
plundered heathen monarchies at the cost of taking 
a second-rate city in Flanders. But of what u»c to 
well-bred persons was a desert with a fine river 
running through it ? If Frencbmen wanted rivere, 
had they not the Seine ? Thus, for nearly a century 
that expedition of two sixty-ton luggers from St. 
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Kalo was barren of result. Then Champlain followed I 
'here Cartier had begun ; Quebec was founded on 
ffie gite of the Indian village of Stadacona, and 
Montreal on the island named Mount Royal, by the 
frrt explorer when he reached it in hia canoe. 

A French colony sprang up on the St. Lawrence I 
libout the same time as the first settling of Pilgrim I 
Fatliers in New England, and very soon the two races I 
ijf white men, with their Indian allies — Algonquine 1 
and Hurons for the French, Iroquois for the British — 
were fiercely contending for territory and scalps. 
Their contest led to no definite result through 
seTcml generations, except that, like a dwarf c; 
paigning with a giant, the savage was enfeebled both J 
by victory and defeat, suffering more than his share 
of the b]o4V8 which were given and received. By the 
time that the British colonies had been united into 
a continuous line, that New Amsterdam had become 
New York, and William Peim had founded "the' I 
Keystone State," there was a considerable French | 
settlement in Canada. 

Quebec liad 7000 inhabitants and Montreal 3000, 1 
when Evangeline and Gabriel left the village of 
Grand-Pr^. Along the St. Lawrence there were 
seigneuries and military posts, with skilful hunting 
md unscientific farming, plenty of priests, and, grdee 
o heretics. It is idle to conjecture what I 
^ht have been, had La Rochelle, instead of St | 
, despatched colonists to Canada; had the Hu- 
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guenots landed at Quebec, as did the Puritans at- 
Plymoutli, and a new, nntrammelled life been givea 
to the transatlantic Frencbman, France bad not, in 
the seventeenth century, any more than in the nine- 
teenth, a government which would let things drift 
when they were difficult to tow. Bigot«d pater- 
nalism afflicted her then, as enh'ghtened paternalism, 
in the opinion of many, afflicts her now. The Andr^ 
Bouveries, and Lefevres went to England, carrying 
ilieir talents and energy to a foreign sceptre. Other 
Huguenota took refuge in Sweden ; others in New 
York ; whilst impoverished noblemen, whose ortho- 
doxy conld not be questioned, and peasants of the 
simplest kind, were left to people " La nonvelle 
France." When we remember how small was the 
French population in this region, and with what a 
severe climate they had to deal, it must be admitted 
that they showed native vigour of race in striking 
root there at all. 

Canada was not so much a colony in its early days 
as a station iiom which to attack the English and 
to explore the unknown wilderness. The French 
understood how to conciUate their Indian allies, and, 
being upou the highway of inland navigation, they 
pushed far beyond their European rivals in Western 
discoveries. Trappers and voyageun, half-castes ood 
converted aborigines, assisted their missionaries to 
reach the most distant tribes. French forts 
established in rear of the English posseseioi 
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(■JVench Bettlement coutrolled the St. Lawrence, an- 
other was at the moutli of the Mississippi, It b( 
possible that between these points a chain might 
be stretched which should coafine King George's ' 
subjects to the Atlantic coast, and give France a 
ffeatern empire over what now is Ohio, Illinois, and 
Missouri. But such a dream could not be realized 
without great forces, and France was so hard presaeC 
in Europe during the time of Voltaire and Fom-a 
padoor, that she could afford small succour to 1 
generals in the New World. "We cannot faki 
thought of the stable when the house is on fire," 
said a French minister of that day to some Canadians 1 
who petitioned for assistance. So it happened that' | 
the fleur-<le-lya withered in America before the red J 
rose of England, and that the rose was, by an odd I 
coincidence, choked with political thistles soon after- I 
^^ffards. 

^M The conquest of Canada could not be averted, fi 
^HStt bad resolved on it, who seldom resolved in vain. 
^^Bat that conquest was quickly followed by the revo-^ 
lation which deprived England of her thirteen colo-fl 
nies; aud Canadians, who had served under Moatcalnij 1 
jKTed to repulse Montgomery from their capitaL S 
Ilea he fell, on the cold winter-night that saw hia I 
ftfiog enterprise frustrated, it was France which ■ 
retted the death of Wolfe's old soldier, and Eng- 
1 which rejoiced in the safety of Quebec ! Every- 
kng had changc-d hands; Lafayette was tlie friend | 
t Washington, France the cordial ally of America 
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and King Geoi^ retained little of the Western con- 
tinent beyond what had owned allegiance to King 
Louis twenty years before — from which we may draw 
the moral, that it is wise to conquer your neighbour's 
territory betimes, so as 1o have something left if 
your own dominions chance to rebel. 

A hundred years of British rule have witnessed 
the increase of sixty-five thousand Jiohitarus to seven 
hundred thousand. There are now more than a 
dozen French newspapers published in Canada,- and 
scores of handsome shops in the Lower Canadian 
cities over which French names appear. These people 
must have possessed the respectable quality of mul- 
tiplying in no common degree. Americans them- 
selves, without immigration, would not have done eo 
much, in the same period, to raise their number. 
Yet, though tliere are now tenfold more habitant 
than when Wolfe's victory changed the allegiance of 
their ancestors. Lower Canada has, for all that, a 
mixed population. Some villages and whole country 
districts are purely French, but other districts are 
filled in great part with English-speaking settlere, 
who may also be found carrying on business in the 
cities. Between three and foiu' hundred thousand 
of such settlers dwell in the Lower Province. They, 
too, own handsome shops and publish newspapeiB, 
wlulst they are moro conspicuoua (in proportion to 
the census return) than their Gallic neighbours, from 
having the Mandarin language and the nat 
of the Home Grovemment to back them. 



OUR ASGLO-FRENCO COLONY. 

Here I had better stop short of committing myse 
Pto bygone Canadian politiea. Enough has been f 
to indicate the development of our ABglo-French 
tolocy. Why dig up the buried hatchet, and trouble 
joa with mention of M. Papineau, and the riota at 
Montreal, and the union of the provinces ? Suffice it, 
tliat when the habitana were exposed to the danger of 
being outvoted by Upper Canada, guarantees were i 
given them which have been hitherto respected; that i 
the united administration has worked with reasonable J 
harmony; and that at this moment Lower Canada 1 
ia as loyal as any of Her Majesty's foreign poBsessions.1 
Sir Etieniie Tach6 declared his belief that the " 
shot fired for British rule in America would be fired 
by a French CanadiaQ." So it may, if any powder 
be destined to burn about the lowering of our flag 
at Quebec. But, meanwhile, there is an amusing 
variety of thought and conversation produced by the 
misture of race, which none save the most narrow- 
minded Saxon would wish to forego. You look from 
^tjie car that beara you rapidly over Grand Trunk 
^Kkepers, and see gibbet-like frames, with this inscrip- 
^Hm upon them, " Eailtoad-crossiug." Now is it not 
^^ relief to have the same idea conveyed iik other 
words — " Tmverse du chemin de fer " — upon the ' 
same gibbet? It is as good as reading ' 'J'he Tale of I 
Two Cities,' and makes you feel as if you knew a 
.great deal of French. Then with those monotonous 
ciyic placards, which announce to the denizens of J 



112 



AFrER THE STOKJL 



a certain ward that they rauat " forthwith pay their 
rates," how enlivening to have a traiiHlation in the 
next coliimn. Self-taught genius need bat work at 
bill-Bticking to acquire a smattering of a foreign 
tongue. A foreign tongue, indeed I We recognize 
no sueh diBtinction in Lower Canada. Members of 
Parliament may uao whichever language they prefer 
to rely on. Cabmen bully their patrons in both alike. 
Every verbal formality, from the Governor-General's 
speech when he opens a sessiou, to the policeman's 
colloquy with a midniglit inebriate, is translated in 
ita second edition. "Allez, allez, done!" says the 
policeman experimentally, and finding that his re- 
mark produces no effect, he ghdes into, "Come, 
now! get along with you I" The lingual proficients 
of Calais and Boulogne would here find worthy com- 
petitors, wliose power extends beyond recommending 
the " Hotel d'Angleterre " to " milord," and declar- 
ing that " that other one, bad house." Your clever 
Canadian is far ahead of this. 

I remember watching an auctioneer in St. John's, 
near Montrea], who carried on business by using 
English and French at the same time. He would 
put np some article for sale, with, "Now here goe« 
this valuable lot! — Venez, mesBkuri et fnegdamet! 
Will any one make an offer? Thank yon, flirl 
JVoig ^(fita pour ees chaiseg-ci! Mon DUu, e'ett h 
vol ! Merci bien, Mmtnieur Ja&juea. Four dollars bk! ! 
The cliairs actually going at one pound! No, «ut.' 
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K autre foiapour vingt gkilhngs. Allez, alles dofic, 

enfimts. Won't nobody say four and a quarter? I 
« ehaiset aont trlis-bon Tnarchi h. cinq dcua. I've ] 
ighte of buying them myself at thirty ahillings. i 
'otre ecus trente sows! thank ye, tia'am!" and I 
B he contimied, over various small pieces of pro ] 
y during more than an hour, hia tongue never ] 
' flagging, hia readiness in either language seemingly I 
miBbakable. To render this odd jumble more oh- ] 
wnire, there was, as the reader will have perceived; 
.1 constant variation from Canadian to United States J 
ciirrenpy, and back again. But, strangest thing of 1 
ii!l, no person present evinced surprise at the auc-I 
tioneer's duoglot utterances, or appeared to be ] 
(.■onfused thereby. The crowd lauglied and joked, 
Iciimged up to see and lomiged away when it had 1 
sueu, as crowds will; whilst some talked English, 
some French, without noticing to whom their criti- 
i-isms were addressed. 

Tlie real entrance to Canada is not by Grand 
I'runk Railwo.y from the White Mountains— t!ie | 
rijute traversed in our last chapter — nor yet by Laku' 
( 'hamplain and the line from Rouse's Point to Monl^- 
real, but straight up the mighty St. Lawrence, from 
'Jape Gaspe to Father Point, and from Father Point I 
! Quebec. This is the approach which gives i 
mger the grandest impression of North AmeTJcn; ' 
V York harbour, though beautiful, is comparatively I 
IbU, and Boston Bay is wanting in high background | 
Vol. I. I 
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to give Hs mauy islands due effect. The St. Lawrence 
has beauty, size, and background combined. It haa 
been my good fortune to enter Canada by steam-ship 
from Liverpool, and I recommend every traveller 
who wishes t6 enjoy a fine sight, provided that be 
travel iu Slimmer time, to adopt this course. For 
particulars of freight and passage he must apply ta 
those whose interest it is to inform bim. But let mo 
SHTi in justice to the Canadian steamers, that they 
offer liberal terms and treat their pussengera welL 

Out of the fog-bonks of Newfoundland, with an 
iceberg to be seen on one side and a whale, which 
somebody had sighted, but which would not blow a 
second time, to be looked for on the other. The fog, 
i-ollt-d tato Seocy white clouds, still caused our captain 
some anxiety. He wished for a breeze of wind to 
keep things clear, though he had little doubt of 
making land before sunset. A tall black sugarloal 
dimly seen above the clouds was pointed to as Cape 
Kay. Desolate mountains, with snow lying in patches 
upon them, became visible on our starboard bow. 
The sugarloaf grew more distinct, a shelring point 
stretched from its base into the sea, 'lliere was a 
village with sailing craft moored before it, and a 
boat propelled by sail and oars coming to ns with all 
speed. Our engines were stopped, a gasping of steam 
Rounded as though some lion without hia front teeth 
wore trying to roar, and we assembled on deck to 
wntch the coming boat. Now for the purser, with 
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f tin case surmounted by a red flag full of the I 
t European intelligence. That tin has been in- I 

Bted to him on behalf of the American AsBociated I 
There is an agent on shore in yonder village 1 
who will telegraph by submarine wire to Nova Scotia, I 
whence our news will reach every western city. Had, I 
we not made the land, but steamed past it by sound- 
ings or dead reckoning, the purser's tin would have I 
been thrown overboard to take its chance, and five I 
3 reward have been paid to the lucky fisherman I 

» found it. News must be had, and whilst tele- I 
B wire is creeping through Britisti Columbia to I 

1 the Russian Byetem at Behring Straits, or being I 
coiled in the hold of the ' Great Eastern' with a view f 
to more direct communication, we, in the Canadian 1 
steamer, are assisting in an old plan, carried to its | 
highest perfection — a lightning flash on both shores, 
but a floating creature to bear despatches across the I 
■ L-ean. There is no resisting these scientific gentle- 
Tuen, however, who wish to rob a ship of her news- I 
litaring privilege. Our position, as we lie vaporously 
L'dsping. while the tin case is handed down to the I 
lioat from shore, is that of the thirteen miles an hour 
Brighton coach when railways first appeared upon 
the scene. The steamer has astonished everybody 
and annihilated an immense amount of time and 
space. Now she will be superseded for news-bear 
tiy a power that can annihilate still more. It is a | 
"omfortr to lovers of ships that these have carried I 
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tidings of the civil war from beginniag to end, knd 
that " latest by the Africa " or " by the City of Balti- 
more," wheu thousands were waiting eagerly to hear 
of Grant and Lee, gave steamboat lines their turn of 
public notice. 

We cross the Gulf of St Lawrence by night, and 
next moming are off Cape Gaspe with AnticoKti like 
a blue haze to the northward and a fleet of timber 
veaselB scuddinp past U8 before the hot land-breeze. 
It has been chilly weather on the Atlantic, thoogh 
the month is June, but here our wrap|)ers and over- 
(;oats can be thrown aside. Every guBt from the 
shore along which we steam brings an odour of trees 
and flowers, of fii'-coues and uew-mown bay. There 
ia a straggling village presently to be seen, which 
begins where the mountains of Gaspe trend back a 
little from the coast and continues for three hundred 
niilea to Point Levi opposite Quebec. Now Anticosti 
disappears. There is an interval with land on onr 
port-side and only water visible to starboard. Then 
we fairly enter tlie river, and see mountains on the 
uorthem horizon. Green waves tipped with foam 
dash against our bows, for it is blowing hard. Mure 
timber vessels bear down upon us, straining after one 
another as though a vast commercial regatta had jiut 
been started. Curious samples are they of Bea^;oiiig 
craft. Saucy barques, that were clearly built for 
something better ; brigs, which seem predestined to 
^ waterlojjgi-d before reaching Europe ; and n-gular 
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[adere, full-rigged and flat-floored, whose skipperai 
'have a firm belief in lower stun'sa'la. 

What a touching sight is a ship under eai 
Graceful and lifelike by day, ghostly in the hours ofl 
darkness with the moon shining on her white sails, 
or with only starlight to show where she sweeps for- 
ward. Our night on the river is not calm, but we 
enjoy the weird aspect of passing merchantmen, and J 
speculate as to how early we shall arrive at Fathei^a 
^^oint. 

^^1. Steaming on, with the river somewhat narrower,.! 
^^Be have left tlie terminna of the telegraph and thai 
^rarminus of the Grand Trunk, and the mouth of the 
Sa^enay, behind ua. There are mountains on the 
northern shore and fertile meadows to the southward 
of our course. Tliat straggling village of three . 
hundretl miles in length has become more densely I 
peopled, its church spires more freqiient, and its J 
farmhouses larger. There are towns which occa- 1 
sioually break the line with a mass of human inta- I 
rest gathered at one spot. Coasting craft ply in all 
directions. It is a fresh, animated scene, where nature 
has done much and man hut little, yet where his pre- 
mce, his scratches on the earth, and shipbuilding 
1 erection of houses, contrast pleasantly with her 
meval grandeur. 
[ Jacques Cartier must have found the St. Lawrence 
fpressively big and solemn, and been glad to light I 
wu Stadaconu, though it only contained Indian I 
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wigwams. Past the Isle of Orleane, until Montmo- 
renci Falls can be seen as a white streak against 
the cliff wbich they descend, we steam on into an 
open reach of the river, and Quebec lies before tie. 
Its citadel at the summit of the rock, its tia-roofed 
houses and steeples, make it unlike an American 
town. There are the Union Jack waying irom a flag- 
staff on that highest bastion, and a group of soldiers 
in red, and habitant working on the timber barges 
or driving their long narrow carts. All this may be 
considered an Anglo-French concern with which 
Jonathan has not yet had much to do. 

Thus should Canada be entered, yet, liaving so 
come, I was not sorry to arrive a second time by the 
railway through Maine and New Hampshire. Tliose 
White Moimtains were well wortii a visit, and although 
the run between Eichmond and Point Levi oGfen 
little of interest, especially when performed in a 
sleeping car, one may dream of the Chaudifere gold 
region near at hand, and possibly invent a maofaine 
for crushing quartz. The time of my visit found 
Quebec very hot and dusty, denuded of its ordinary 
society, which had gone, in Canadian phrase, to the 
" salt water," and full to overflowing of AmericBD 
tourists. They came down by the night-boat froni 
Montreal, landed impatient for brealtfast, satisfied 
their hunger, hired a waggon, drove to tho principal 
places in the vicinity, snatched a hasty dinner, and 
returned up stream by the boat at 4 p.m. This was 
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the general rule, with exceptions in favour of more 
leisurely beings, who rested overnight at Quebec, and 
either returned westward on the following afternoon, 
or proceeded to the Sa.guenay. It was a harvest- 
time for hackmen — here called carters. Bargains 
with the American tourists could be made that a re- 
sident would have spurned, and I found no protection 
in my British origin, for all strangera were imposed 
upon alike. I was advised by old hands to offer my 
patronage publicly to the lowest bidder, aud let the 
carters bring each other down by competition. They 
tell of a gallant officer in the Rifle Brigade that he 
worked this plan with such success as to drive to the 
citadel eveiy day for nothing. Whether you obtain 
AS favourable terms, reader, or be compelled to give 
^U)alf a dollar for your conveyance to the citadel, you 
^^wnild go aud examine the armoury, if you care for 
^^H^ things — forty thousand rifles are stored there. 
^^^Boce at the soldiers lounging about, small and trim 
^^^H upright compared to my military' friends of Yer- 
^^Sont. Then lose no time in wondering how a shell 
would splinter on that rocky terre-plain, but go to 
the flag-staff bastion, and arrange your eye-glass if 
you are near-sighted. 

You can look over the river to Point Levi and the 

— fising ground where earthworks are being thrown up, 

', taming slowly to your left, see the Isle of Orleans, 

h a branch of the St. Lawrence flowing on either 

, the houses near Montmorenci Falls, and the 
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wiiie plain northward of Qnebec dotted with Tillagea, 
and shut in by moimtaios of pictureaque outline. 
()(iH openiEg amongst them is unsurpassed in its 
.■fl'iict of hill within hill, and its variety of light and 
Rliudc! on the purple cones enclosed by taller neigb- 
boiire. ■ You can look down, if yon will, upon the 
iiKjfs of the Lower Town and the decks of the ship- 
ping ill port. That screw-steamer anchored in luid- 
chftiiDel is not, as you might suppose, a little craft 
employed in colonial trade. Observe the Norwi^jiao 
liuixiue astern of her, and judge the steamer better. 
It is H.M.'s troop-ship 'Himalaya,' of three thou- 
sand tons — the most successful transport in th'e 
service. If you were not perched on this rock, but 
pulling alongside of her in a row-boat, she would 
B(>em rather impasing. Durham Terrace, the fashion- 
able promenade of Quebec, with its boarded surface 
and its pair of Sebastopol cannon, seems to be cloM , 
at our feet, and the music from the Govemor'B Gar- 
den may be heard as distmctly as though it wen 
played in the bastion where we stand. 

Nor are these places in the Upper Town bo far 
from us as to make seeing or hearing &om them any- 
thing wonderful. Cross the ditch, descend the glacis, 
aiiit a few paces more will bring you to the Clover- 
nor's Garden. Of course, it is not really his, but 
litdongs to nursemaids and small children, lovers who 
iij-e not too shy, and strangers wishing for a shady 
siiut. The monument in the Garden is eimj^g 
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leed otTend no one, and yet it sums up the great 
irical incident of Quebec. On one side they liaye 
Titten Wolfe, on the other Montcalm. 

Between the Prescott Gate and the Grand Batt«ry 
I a ledge of rock where once stood the handsome 
'orliament House of Lower Canada, and where has 
een erected, since this last was burned down, a 
tick building which ita admirers would call '■ unpre- 
jnding." The position is good. Although leas ele- 
ftted than some parts of Quebec, it yet commands 
D extensive view, and lies far above the chimney- 
ots of the Lower Town ; but, as a post-office, not a 
ifislative assembly, is intended to be its future 
cupant, no architectural era hellish me nti? hiive been 
lowed to the present building. Hei'e the Cunadian, 
ibambers, under orders to proceed to Ottawa, Ibun^ 
mporary shelter, and here I saw His Excelleneja 
ird Monck open the summer session of 1865, 
August Sth was a lovely sunshiny day, with t 
tioiig breeze of wind to keep the weather from I 
coming oppressively hot. Those who had tickets t 
admiasion took their places in the Legislative Counea 
Chamber or Upper House soon after two o'clocl 
whilst many of those who had none gathered outaid< 
lo see the Governor- General pass, and to hear t 
Balute fired. A number of policemen were 
tesdance, with the look of having been recently p 
prtmanded which they all wear in Quebec, and wiJjj 
Ts to turn the fire-plugs hanging like bayonets i] 
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their belts. There were soldiers of the 7th in scarlet, 
and of the Rifle Brigade in green, with a party of 
blne-jactets from one of the ships of war in the river. 
Those citizens who stayed outside had, in &ct, plenty 
to amuse them. Inside the building it was rather 
hot and very dull. A room of moderate size, with B 
gallery running round three tides, and a canopied 
throne on the fourth, received beauty and fashion 
until it was suffocatingly full. Yankee tourists were 
" on hand " to stare at the vice-regal pageant ; ofBcers 
in uniform surrounded the throne ; members of the 
Lower House came crowding in when enmnioned, 
and His Excellency read a speech to the assembled 
legislature. Such ceremonies are stiff and form&l 
anywhere. Speaker and listeners feel that they are 
enacting history. They have to perform a part with 
dignity, and are proportionately ill at ease. A great 
despot may, indeed, give vent when he chooses to 
startling novelty, but a constitutional sovereign has 
not even the satisfaction of uttering his own words. 
Lord Monck read the ministerial statement in a 
clear loud voice. He alluded to the calling together 
of Parliament on special business of importance. A 
mission had been sent to England, and that miasiotl 
had now returned ; reports of its proceedings woold 
be laid before the House; the American civil war was 
happily over, and increased trade might be looked 
for, whilst amicable relations would be maintained 
with the great Republic. He told the Lower Chamber 
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(at it would have financial matters Bubmitted to itcj 

msideration, and he announced that volunteers vt 

no longer to do duty on the frontier; at the sa 

time passing a higli encomium on the manner iOT 

which this force had come forward." Lastly, was 

mention of the Federation scheme of which Her Ma- 

jes^ had twice spoken favourably from the throne. 

Having thus performed half liis task, Lord Moncfe 

proceeded to read the same sjreech in French, aftei 

^^hich he rose and left the House. More cannon' 

^^■ore fired, the National Anthem was played, and the 

^Boope marched away to their barracks. Canada had 

ber Parliament sitting. 

This was a time when many grave queations c 
cnpied men's minds throughout the United Provinct 
A coalition ministry was in office pledged to the Con4 
federation scheme — confederation that would ma1« 
^^ue powerful country of all the British possessions ii 
^^Bierica, and that might counteract the designs c 
^^■mexationists. Canada was to shape her own futui 
and become fit for independence. She was to bdp 
guaranteed by England for a while, and hence thaj 
mission to London to which Lord Monck alluded ii 
8 Bpeeeh. With confederation would come, it waal 
led, a purt^hase of Hudson's Bay temtory, an inter-! 
[flonial railroad between Canada and Nova Scotia,! 
i a system of public defence that should reorganizffB 
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the militia. So mtich for the aims of coloiiml poUti* 
cians. Their programme seemed well-devised and 
patriotic, though difficult enough to tttrn grey the 
liair of every one connected therewith. New Brana- 
wick was reported to be hostile to confederation ; tbo 
Hudson's Bay Company wanted too much for tt8 
land ; and a railway to Nova Scotia would cost more 
than Canada could afford to pay. Shaping your own 
future is no easy task, however well tho notion may 
sound. "The future is before you, my boy," says 
John BuU, patting his stripling on the back ; '■ take 
her, and be happy I" And tlie stripling ie bothered 
by friends who wish him to play at office-hunting, 
and by a rude young republican who flings recipro- 
city at his head. "Take her, and be happy!" for- 
sooth ! Why, the Canadian beaver must get to work 
in earnest to deserve such a prize, with annexa- 
tionists and others hanging on to his tail Master 
Stripling, to whom we likened the province poli- 
tically, must cheer on his industrious beaver to hew 
down forests, and build cities, and collect the where- 
withal to pay for independence. Reciprocity is as 
yet an imperial affair. Notice that a treaty will ter- 
minate on a particular day passes between Washing* 
ton and the Court of St. James's, but our stripling 
not being of age may leave bis parent to deal with 
the young republican ; only, then, he must take car» 
lest he be lured away by promise of commercial ad- 
vantage, and sigh for a partnership in the firm of 
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lamuel Jonathan and Co., which stands bo temptingfl 
yaa the street. 
Why should not party strife he termed " a 
(ffice-hunting," without any diepatagenaent to part 
Yoii, gentlemen, wish t4D save the country ; s 
Your course will be guided by pmdence a 
ideration. Of a truth, we pull in akifl's of the nai 
Wttt^n, for these qualities are our especial study. It ii^ 
erbaps, nnfair to give an administration the credit d 
1 their acts, since much may be due to the influenoj 
f gentlemen on the other side. Yet this kind a 
mfaimesa I cannot help committing when I atteni 
pbe debates of the last parliamentary session ; 

lebec. 

' MessietirB Brown, Macdo]mId, and Cartier, witti^ 
others, held office as a coalition ministry, SirEtienne 
■ Tache being theit premier. Sir Etienne died, and his 
nlace was filled by Sir Narcisse Belleau, Mayor of^ 
Quebec during the Prince's visit. I have not studies 
Sieir antecedents, but I find the ministry proposinj 
I broad comprehensive policy and I take their sidd 
pdtbout hesitation. Mr. Maedonald — J. A. not J, S J 
r there be two Eichraohds of that ilk in the fleldir^ 
brilliant debater. His appearance slightly 
Mminds one of Disraeli, as do his opening sentences ; 
[at there is something characteristic iu the speech 
t follows — " 'tis John A. himself ! " as a Canadian 
iapers to me. I have quitted the Legislative 
feuncil, where an honourable member was deliber- , 
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ately replying in French to what another honoi 
member had deliherately stated in English, and 1 ai»» 
seated in the Speaker's gallery of tlie Legislative 
Assembly. The Speaker occupies a high chair facing 
hJB gallery. There is a mace npon the table beTiHre 
bim, and pages seated on tlie dais at his feet, ready to 
carry any message for members of the Uouae or t» 
hand documents from place to place. No eni'ioiu 
lattice work conceals the presence of the ladies, wbo 
are accommodated in the same gallery as other 
lookers on. At Westminster would such an ex- 
periment be unsafe ? — as our younger repre8ent»> 
tiTea might let their thoughts be distracted from 



We have plentiful warmth of discussion in the 
Assembly. J. A. Macdoiiald, Attorney General for 
Upper Canada, and M. C'artier, Attorney General 
for Lower Canada, are hotly engaged with the 
Opposition leaders, Messieurs Holton and Dorion. 
Mr. Holton is solid of aspect and speaks in a manner 
to carry considerable weight. He makes some good 
point, at which there ia laughter from the left of the 
house, M. Cartier rises to reply. Small, but well 
made, he has an unmistakable air of energy aboat 
him, and, without losing his temper, retorts bitterly 
upon the honorable member for Chateauguay. This 
skirmish ended, there is a pause, filled up by unim- 
portant remarks. Then Mr. Dorion makes an attack 
npon whatever it is that tlie Government prupoee; 
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bis fluent utterances winning repeated applause from 

ftio Opposition What matter though they 

pviU different ways ? Canada has Sachems who are 
worthy to be heard in council, who can conduct a 
parliamentary debate in parliamentary language. K 
you wish to shuflfle out of your colony, John, during 
the next decade, and, mark me, you might do worse, 
these men have stuff in them to make a nation, only 
let that firm across the street give them a chance. 
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CHAPTER XL 



THE ST. LAWRENCE. 



A steamboat voyage — An iron bridge. 

The Quebec Volunteer Artillery made a pleasure 
excursion to the Isle of Orleans. Each gunner 
brought his lady friends, so that our little steamer was 
alarmingly crowded ; but who cared for forty minutes 
crush with a rustic holiday in anticipation ? 

Arrived at the Island we spent an hour or two in 
strolling round amongst its well-shaded villas. Then 
came a banquet served up in a temporary summer- 
house roofed with branches. We had dancing and 
foot-ball despite the hot sun. Heal dancing and 
genuine kicks, with soldiers from the camp hard by, 
and sailors from one of Her Majesty's frigates to 
rush and tumble among the volunteers, until we 
sighed for that American currency known as *' shin 
plasters." Now darkness came upon us. There 
was a call for music, and a child of ocean sang a 
deep-voiced and lugubrious ditty as Jack delights 



to sing. Then we had " Three cheera for the red^ I 
white, and blue," with other patriotic pieces, yauke^rfl 
aire were rigidly excluded, and " God save the Que( 
sounded loudly over town and river as our ti 
holiday-makers returned to Quebec. 

If a stranger sliould have so little walking pow« 
aa to be obh'ged to drive, his drive will eonsirtl 
chiefly of going up or down a steep hill. From tha 1 
lower to the upper town is a cruel tug for your J 
horses, whilst on descending the same road you will! 
feel as though the carriage were about to turn ftl 
somersault. Better he content to sit on Durham! 
Terrace and listen to the bells and bugles. You 
cannot have a liner prospect anywhere, save from 
the citadel just above, and noises in Quebec partake 
iJways of brass and lell-metaL Salutes are occa- J 
ioaally fired, which, with railway whistling at Point I 
, form esceptions to this rule of noise; but theyl 
I outside the town, bo I need not have noticed | 
Inside there are church bells and the t 
calls of the garrison, to take tbe place which thump- 1 
iug hummers or rumbling cart-wheels hold 
where. 

Fi-om Quebec by river-steamer, is a first stage 1 
towards three thousand miles of inland navigation. 
The boat for Montreal starts punctually at lour I 
o'clock, so that there are several hours of daylight | 
for enjoying the fine views which constantly open J 
Apon us. We pass the mouth of the Chaudiere, lose I 
1 VOL. I. K 



130 



AFTEE THE STORM. 



sight of New Liverpool cliurcb, and adrance over 
wliat seems to be a long narrow lake rather than a 
rirer. Here is a timber raft, towed slowly nmnd a 
point where the current is very strong. The rafts- 
men with their hutB and canoes, great sweeps and 
coils of rope, appear well provided for their enterprise 
of guiding the floating island, though they do let 
Bteaoi help them to clear the dangerous places. 
There is a brig under the opposite bank looking 
like some small fisbing-boat. If yonder cU^ were 
brought within reasonable distance, instead of having 
such a stream between them, they would make 
striking river-scenery. It grows dark after a long 
continuance of twilight. The setting sun has lingered 
upon the villages of the southern bank and made 
their church steeples with metallic sheathing glow 
like diamonds. There have been sunken rocka on 
both sides, round which the water gurgled, aud trees 
or ephes standing out against the bright sky od the 
northern shore. A splendid sunset, witli masses of 
richly tinted cloud hanging over the forests and 
mountains that fringe the great unreclaimed wilder- 
ness ; a sunset that made everytliing look beaatifut, 
has given place to a cli^ar starry night. 

On we glide, free from noise and dust, able to cit 
upon the up])er-dock for'ard in a cool breeze pro- 
duced by the steamer's motion, or to seek the more 
sheltered after-d(~ck where some Americans are sing- 
ing " Old John Brown." Music we have in plenty. 
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lere is a piano in the saloon, on whicli different I 
mateure perform operatic selections, and a couple of \ 
fidcUers on the main-deck, who play jigs and reels., J 
Lastly, an itinerant ballad-singer stands by the com- 

P" Dion stairway pouring forth strains in which | 
'oenumr-re!" with stresa prolonged indefinitely, 
3 most noticeable feature, 
I do not keep watch, eo have only a vague im- 
pression that we pass several fighthousea and stop at 
lore than one landing stage. A few passengers rise 
riy to get the first glimpse of Montreal, others J 
tnber on in their state-rooms knowing that there I 
Sill be ample time to perform at a toilet after they f 
arrive. Sunrise upon the St, Lawrence is bright, 
though a little cold even in August. Lug-rigged 
barges are moored along the bank, with their crewa 
asleep, and only an occasional dog to bark at ua from 
the top of a cargo of wood fuel. The river is pure 
and blue, being here beyond all mud-stirring influence 
of tide. An island in the middle, a cluster of houses 
^HO our starboard bow, steeples and towers, factory ^ 
^■himneys and pubUc buildings, witli a hill behind I 
^Rbem — these things develope rapidly before our eyes aS'l 
we advance. The hill is Mount Eoyal, while the towers I 
and steeples appertain to the city thereafter named, i 
jrhis is the Victoria Bridge, largest of railway struo- 
our Britannic Tubular's strapping younger I 
There are the Canadian ocean steamers atl 
leir wharf, to which they will bring your goods'! 
K 2 
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from Liverpool, though you must land at Qoebec. 
Montreal, with its imposing facade, glittering in sns- 
Ugfat, the foremogt city of Canada, and the centre d 
prorineial trade, is before us. 

Eighty thousand people dwell beneath the shadow 
of Mount Royal, Irishmen who elect Mr. McG«e, 
and Frenchmen who send M. Cartier to ParliaineDt, 
ttith English and Scotch holding a balance between 
them. There is the French cathedral eurmoanted 
by lofty towers and forming one side of the principal 
business square, into which runs Notre Dame Street, 
the Broadway of Montreal. Our AgnJican cathedral 
stands in St. Catherine Street near the exhibition 
building, and close to a perfect nest of religions 
edificea Among them is a large church, whence, 
aa I first approached it, the congregation was etream- 
ing. Detachments of soldiers from different corps 
were being formed to march away, and cirQiaus of 
all kinds came forth in leisurely fashion. 

" Sir," said I, addressing one who lounged agaiait 
a wall, " is this an English, or a French chnrch?" 

The lounger fixed his gaze sternly on me, and 
replied: '"You're wrong in your guess, devil a bit 
of a oliurch is it at all, leastways an English church. 
It's an Irish cathadi'al ! " 

After delivering this rebuke he was silent. I am 
disposed to think that my interlocutor was a pie- 
destined Fenian brother. He may not hare known 
it himself, but, with such unfriendly atreaa 
" Irish cathadral," what else could he be ? 
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Montreal city waa there before the bridge, anj'l 
ought not to suffer any eclipse on account of its great 
engineering marvel. The city can boast more prettjfB 
laces than almost any other of the same size, has a 
theatre where, in August last, Charles Kean was 
performing, and hotels that will let a traveller gently 
down from high prices and luxury to low prices 
and comfort. No reasonable man wishing for aJ 
town residence in Canada could object to a hou£ 
in St. Catherine Street, Montreal, if he had money J 
enough for his wife to spend in the tempting shops 
aS Notre Dame Street. But other cities are as good as 
b^luB, whilst no bridge is equa! to the Yictoria Bridge. 
^^■A succession of iron troughs resting upon stonef-l 
^^Bers — so the work appears from a steamer about to ^ 
shoot the central span. From the top of Mount 
Royal there is only something yery lengthy and odd- 
looking to be seen stretched across the river in a 
Hatraigbt line. You must go through the bridge c 
^■nt to appreciate it properly. Kailway folks : 
^Bfontreal are very courteous to strangers, and yovtM 
^Buy be as lucky as I was in having some one at my 
Hnde to explain how things were managed when they^ 
struggled against ice floes and a seven-knot current 
in making their coffer-dams. We had left the 
_th©nnometer at 85° in the shade, which made it 
reshing to talk of ice ; and then, what a change i 
r atmosphere on entering the bridge ! Cloisteri I 
i nothiug to it A dim utilitarian light steals in j 
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tlirough ventilating chinks ; but, compared with the 
outer world, it is quite dark. The place where we 
entered becomes a spot of brightness that might be 
a dab of white paint, and a hammering somewhere 
in front gives us the seusation of being inside a 
beaten drum. Arrived at the central span we pause. 
Here are visible two spots of brightness, as we look 
down an incline, either way, from the greatest elers- 
tion. By a ladder, planted in a hollow metal bat- 
tress, we ascend to the top of the bridge, and obtain 
a moment's glimpse of the river rushing smoothly 
beneath, and of the rapids, not far above, in which 
its waters are broken and foaming. This outside 
position is so hot that we quickly retire withio the 
tunnel. 

My companion describes certain railway improve- 
ments. He is a practical man, who has risen by 
industry and talent t« a position of authority on the 
Grand Trunk Line. Some years ago, when still in 
England,hc worked for the-London and South-Westem 
Bailway Company, and con well remember its secre- 
tary of that time. It is pleasant to me to hear him 
speak warmly of Wyndham Harding as a friend of 
the labouring poor — a friend who would help them 
when he could to better their condition. How 
strangely one lights upon these common memories, 
which bring thoughts of those who have been long 
at rest, but whose good deeds live after them ! 

The Victoria Bridge weighs about a ton per foot, 
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and is seven thousand feet long. It is exposed to 
great changes of temperature (as much as 160°), so 
that the contraction and expansion of iron is here 
fully exemplified. Mr. Eoss, chief engineer of the 
work, has kept careful watch upon every variation of 
weather, as affecting his charge, and, without troubling 
you with calculations in which the ten-thousandth 
part of an inch holds an important place, I may men- 
tion that the greatest variation in the length of the 
bridge is about three inches. " Only three inches ! " 
you will say; but Mr. Koss knows how much mis- 
chief such a crack might do. He has provided rollers 
beneath the ends of the tubes and left a certain 
amount of play in the riveting, so that the huge 
body can shiver in January and burn in August 
without damage to its iron constitution. 
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CASADIAN DEFENCES. 



Tliat IT 



1 (Iocs weli who retires upou a moderate independence 



The beat defence in the long run will be an 
independent flag and a gTiaranteed nentrality. We 
need not fear but that Canada ean take care of her^ 
Ge!f so far aa fllibngtering expeditioDB are concerned, 
whilst it ia very doubtful whether she could be 
protected against an organized Yankee invasion by aQ 
the power of England. Let her then be independent 
aa aoon aa poasible ; let her federate with our other 
North American Colonies, or, if these should decline 
the honour, let her stand alone, and wait tintil the 
North-Weet territory shall have been developed. 
Every succeeding year witnesses an increase of wealth 
and population in Canada. Every year brings hardy 
labourers to the districts north of Lake Htiron, and to 
the yet more remote settlements which lie westward 
of Lake Buperior, Fur-trading ia daily superseded by 
successful agriculture, and men begin to speak of the 
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ineral resources on the British side of Lake Superior* 

quite equal to what has been ah^ady opened up on. I 
American side. It is hoped that Vancouvet'a I 
,nd and Fraser River settiement will give Canada J 

icli a foot-hold on the Pacific, as California lias given I 
to Jonathan, anJ that before twenty years shall bare I 
passed away there will be a continuous chain of^ 
colonized townships from ocean to ocean. Within 
thirty years aucli a result is almost certain. Our 
frontier would then require the whole of her Majesty's 
land and sea forces to render it defensible, whilst ■ 
Jonathan would perhaps have become a giant alarming^ I 

think of. 

An independent flag and a garanteed neutrality I 
at once relieve Canada irom Tankee jealousy. It I 

not the growth of his stripling neighbour which I 
rauses watchfulness and irritation on the part of I 
Jonathan, but it is the presence of Mr. Bull, the sound I 
of English bugles and tlie sight of scarlet uniforms. I 
I am aware that many Yankees indulge in "tall I 
talk" with regard to Canada, yet I doubt the exist- I 
ence of a national desire to appropriate the Province : 
ita seizure is always treated of as a blow against I 
England. 

Supposing three points to be worth consideration ] 
in this matter : first, the good of the Canadian people, 
as most concerned ; secondly, the good of the English 
people, as conscientious tax-payers ; thirdly, the 

LVarting of Uie American people, as ambitious 
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iDdividuals. The first point requires that Canada 
should not be made a battle field on which Sherman 
might march long distances and Butler exercise 
mihtarv sway. The second point is one of expense. 
Why should we spend money to do our Canadian 
friends a very questionable service ? We had better 
pay something handsome by way of quittance, arrange 
their bargain with the Hudson's Bay Company, com- 
plete their intercolonial railroad, deepen their canals, 
and wish them a pleasant journey. The third point 
relates to Jonathan. Why should his ambititm bs 
fostered by a prospect of whipping Mr, Bull apoD 
easy terms? Why shonld he have the chance of 
fighting ns under circumstances which would render 
our success next door to a miracle ? Gather let Canada 
become independent. John will find it cheaper to 
pay down even ten milKon eterlmg as a iarewell gift, 
and escape his annmil miUion of payment, with 
possible contingencies. Jonathan will be willing to 
agree that Canada shall remain neutral whatever 
may happen, and so secure himself complete repose 
on his northern frontier. 

As to the immediate defence of our colony whilst 
it remains subject to Queen Victoria, there is one 
comfort which I gladly offer you. A war between 
England and America is not just at present very Ukely 
to break out. Fenians and tisberies may threaten to 
disturb the peaceful intercourse of the Anglo-SaxoD 
cousins, but neither side wishes for war. John has 
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lEty of other occupation, and though Jonathan'^ 
;iny may be manifest, the ruling party in 1 
nited States is not inclined to foreign warfare. Thd 
'enians have little or no inflneuce at Washington, a 
'fhingB now stand, for their sympathiea are Democratic 
and Congress has an immense Republican majority. 
The fishermen are likely to be satisfied without need 
of bloodshed, and this tranquil proapect is a bettwJ 
defence to Canada than five additional regiments afra 
[uebec. 

If you insiat on coming to physical means of J 
ion, I cannot offer you a cheering picture. Of J 
course I hold as a true bom Briton that 

1 EnglishmtLD can thrash — H Americaa, 
l-Ti Frenchman, 
n Giraim, 
and ctheiH in proportion. 

But Canada is a large district to hold against Yankee- 
dom, on the 1 v. IJ principle. Rush into a patrioUo ] 
extreme, say, for the sake of argument, that our boys 
in scarlet will meet and overthrow their boys in blue, 
as 1 D, 4| ; even then it would be a hard struggle to 
resist such an army as was mustered out of service by 
Jonathan in 1865. The Confederates, who fought I 
desperately, could not resist it, though they had fully i 
1 V. 4^ on their side. 

Now Canada is under especial disadvantages by 
reason of her severe winter. We could only com- 

micate with our troops during the summer cam- 
L, and when sheets of ice had blocked up the St, 
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Lawrence Jonatliaji wonld still be &ee to reinforce 
hie armies by railroad. Depend upon it, if we drift 
into Bucb a straggle, we shall either repent our folly 
or be obliged tu take both hands to the sword, fling 
away every thought of economy, raise half a million 
of soldiers, and fight harder than we fought against 
the first Napoleon, It will not be a limited liability 
nndertaking— the possible grapple between John and 
Jonathan. 

What Canada can do at this time towards her own 
defence was clearly stated by the Honourable J, A. 
Macdonald in a speech which he made last automn 
in the Canadian Parliament, After describing the 
defenceless condition of the Province prior to 1862, 
he gave an account of what had since been done 
towards forming on efBcient force of militia and 
volunteers. There were now, he said, eighty-nine 
thousand militia-men enrolled and ready for service, 
though as yet untrained in the use of arms ; whilst 
of volunteers there were twenty-five thousand, fitted 
in every way to fight side by side with regular troops. 
Yon will perceive that Canada might well hope to 
maintain her independence against any band of law- 
less marauders. She could, moreover, <IeP^ the 
attack of foreign nations otlier than Uncle Sam, and 
make herself respected amongst natives and settlen 
alike, throughout her fair north-western inheritance. 
But neutrality will be the only effective sbiald along 
her southern border. 

The problem of Canadian independence is to be 



OAHADIAN DEFENCES. 



1411 



^red witlun a very few years. If the leading Canan I 
alaas themselves have energy and purpose enough, as 1 1 
thiok they have, to form a national sentiment amongst I 
the people which will asaimilate new comers to old H 
inhabitante, after Jonathan's fashion, then Ottawa 
may become the capital of an empire half as large 
as Europe. If, on the contrary, our Canadian coiiBms 
should falter in presence of Jonathan's manifest 
destiny, then their abaorpjion is certain. Jonathan 
^^Aill fight them with ideas rather than with cannon ; 
^Hbeir greatest danger is that of being Americanised. I 
^^Hnny reasons which there are now for Canadian an- ' 
^^Wpathy to Yanlceedom will diminish in strength aa 
years go hy. French hdbit<ms have little desire to 
join an Engiish-Bpeaking Protestant republic; Orange- 
men are repelled by Fenianism ; and Conservatives ^ 
generally prefer the property qualification in Canada* 

f' voters to that universal suffrage so common in 
i States. These reasons have weight enough to 
Hast the ship as she clears out of port, and possibly 
Bt«ady her until she shall have made an offing, 
ia when Frencli fiabitans and Orangemen shall 
ve come to be outnumbered as ten to one hy their 
north-western compatriots, and the Democratic ele- 
ment have overridden property qualification, that 
r Canadian cousins must expect a tug for uatiou- 
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THE FnTURE CAPITAL OF CASADA. 



I)olUn auil flhillingg — FarlinmeDt Hoiuea — Romoius of oiL 

Wk may avoid a difScuU question by not diacuasing 
this rival claims of Quebec, Montreal, and Toronlo, 
to bo tiie Beat of Canadian government. Montreal 
occupiea B central position, but its mob chose to 
duBtroy the Parliament Houses some years ago, and 
to pelt Lord Elgin. His policy may have been 
jiiat and cont^iliatoty, as one party maintained ; or 
sadly mistaken, as was asserted by another. Bui 
the Governor-General could not remain in Montreal 
to be pelted, and retreated to Quebec, where the 
Govonimeut was temporarily establislied. Canadians 
agreed that, if Her Majesty would be gracioDsly 
ploaned to choose a capital for them, they would 
abide by the royal decision, and the Chambers even 
voted a sum of money beforehand to be spent in erect- 
ing; suitable Parliament Houses. Her Majesty obote 
Ottawa, and thither repaired architects and eugin 
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I convert a little town of saw-millB and timber-trade J 
nto a coloDJal capital. 

Leaving Montreal by the Grand Trunk Railway, 
1 arrived at Preecott Junction the same morning. 
The train crosses at St. Anne's a handsome tubular 
bridge, which unites Montreal Island to the northern 
bank of the St. Lawrence, just as the Victoria Bridge 
sites it to the southern bank. St. Anne's ha 
pid, at the railway crossing, that was famous in 
K/ageur days of canoe navigation ; there is a canal 
: for enablbg vessels to pass this rapid ; and a | 
. village frequented by summer visitors. We j 
iBTe only occasional glimpses of the St. La\vrence 
until near Prescott, where the river can be clearly I 
seen with Ogdensburg covering its southern shore. J 
If legislators and officials are to throng the Httle 1 
station on their way to Ottawa, a larger waiting-room | 
must be added to the present building, and certain I 
steps which lead to the Prescott and Ottawa plat- | 
form most be roofed over. 

Finding that the narrow-gauge traiu, in which I I 
now took my seat, had first and second class, I secured j 
a ticket for the second, and travelled in company ' 
with a party of lumber-men. They were French 
Canadians, greatly Anglicised, speaking both ]an- 
iges with equal fluency and equal deviation from 
xipolitan exactness. Of pohtics they took no d 
1, asHuming that all statesmen liked \vearing good I 
Dthes and doing no hard work. "Besides," a 
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one of them ; " ma foil the feeding is good among 
parliament men I" "You're right there," cried a 
brawny half-Indian-looking fellow ; " Ce ne aont que 
dea mangeurs ! " at which the rest laughed heartily. 
Annexation they thought all nonsenae. " Too much 
hard work and too great deal snow here for Yankees 
to wish the Canada." Such was the brawny inm- 
berer's opinion. 

An amusing incident distracted onr attention from 
thia talk. One of the passengers was discovered to 
have no ticket when the conductor came round. He 
was asked to pay, and pleaded inability. Quick as 
thought the check-rope was pulled, the train stopped, 
and the would-be traveller was handed out He 
looked somewhat astonished at being left to find liu 
way back to the station as he could. 

I ought not to mention tickets and paying, witlKHlt 
alluding to the confusion of ideas which prevailed at 
Frescott Junction in regard to coinage. My ticket 
to Ottawa cost a dollar and a quarter, so I prodnoed 
that sum in good American silver, "Sir," remariced 
the clerk, " yon will have to give five cents more. 
Thia money is at a discount." Now can anything 
more vague be imagined than to demand a particolw 
sum iu foreign money — the Canadian currency m 
pounds and shilliugs — and when that sum is pro- 
duced in the required form, to request sometUng 
extra for discount ? Yet so it is in Upper Canada, 
Custom miikeH doUara and cents the standards oS 
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idue, whilst commerce has decided that the market 
' « glutted with American silver. At Quebec, where 
they reckon in aliillings and pence, U. S. coin paaees 
at it« full value, and there the quarter-dollar has 
<eBiiob[ed our English shilling, making it nominally 
twenty-five cents. But this assumed equality 
"With persons beneath him, draga down the same 
qnarter-dollar in Upper Canada to a level of twenty- 
four cents. Just as words have been shown by 
Archbishop Trench to have a downward tendency 
to assume a baser meaning with succeeding years, 
coin is gradually depreciated. The more men uae 
it the less weighty it becomes. Had I been told 
that my dollar and a quarter were light or apurioos, 
had the pieces been contemptnoasly bitten through 
foand wanting by a patent detector, I should have 
itted without a murmur. But, as it was, I 
nrpd, told the clerk that he was illogical, and 
him the five cents. It is of no use to argue j 
railway people ; they have a deapotio power of 

you your ticket. 
e passed through a country thickly wooded, with 
igs only at rare intervals. It was a continuous 
iwamp, from near Prescott to within a few miles j 
,wa. Then we emei^ed upon the bank of the I 
lU, swept round the eastern outskirts of the city, 
drew up at some sheds which form the terminus, 
church, with two spires and a mass of huild- 
which might have been anything from the 
VOL. I, L 
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Charing Cross Hotel to the palace of Frester John, 
had become conspicuous the moment that we quitted 
the woods. It was strange to find an edifice of such 
pretension at the end of a journey through country 
so wild and thinly peopled. No yisitor need ask his 
way to the Parliament Houses, for they can be seen 
from eyery part of Ottawa. Up Sussex Street, where 
stands the Boman Catholic Church with its two tin- 
coTcred steeples, where new stores are rising and a 
new hotel is ready to be opened, go the omnibuses 
that haye met the train. Then, if bound to the 
central portion of the city, they cross a bridge oyer 
the Eideau Canal, leaving on their right hand two 
forlorn Sebastopol cannon, and, entering Sparks 
Street, haye reached the heart of Ottawa. In Sparks 
Street is an excellent hotel, where the stranger can 
deposit his valise before stepping up to look at the 
Parliament Houses. Prices may be destined to rise 
in Ottawa, but they charge less at this hotel than 
at establishments equally good in Quebec and Mont- 
real. 

It was a lovely afternoon for making one's first 
acquaintance with any city. The sun was hot 
enough to render the shady side of Sussex Street 
very agreeable, yet on the grass, near those forlorn 
cannon, a crowd of boys played resolutely at hockey. 
I stopped upon the bridge to observe the canal locks, 
which descend through a steep gorge to the river. 
On one side is a point called the Major's Point, 
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because an officer of that rank formerly lived there. 
On the other side is Baurack Hill, where the Major's 
men were quartered. Their barracks have disap- 
peared, and the commanding situation has acquired 
the name of Government Hill. Here stands that 
pile of masoniy, which, along with the church-steeples, 
is seen as the train approaches Ottawa. Public de- 
partments are to have their head-quarters in the 
outlying buildings on either flank of the Parliament 
Houses, whilst legislation will be carried on in the 
main structure. I am not an architectural critic, 
and confess to the weakness of preferring old places' 
that have historical traditions about them and are 
grey with time, to the best efforts of modern skill, 
that is to say, of preferring these old places to look 
at and to visit as a sight-seer. But, for practical 
purposes, I own it is better to have large rooms and 
mneteeathKjentury comfort. 

The Canadian Parliament will be sumptuously 
lodged, and will have its money's worth for the outlay 
on Gk)vemment Hill. The main entrance is beneath 
a square stone tower, as yet unfinished. To the right 
is the lobby of the Legislative Council, to the left that 
of the Legislative Assembly, whilst, further down the 
corridor upon each side, are castellated wings for com- 
mittee-rooms. Both Upper and Lower House have 
the same accommodation— -lofty halls, with galleries 
running round them, and gleused ceilings in massive 
frameworks beneath the skylights in the pointed roofs. 

L 2 
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Li rear of these balls, close upon the brow of the 
cliff above Ottawa river, is the circiilar«h^)ed librai;. 
Politicians at W&Bhington and Westminster hma 
grander acoommodatioD, but in a prorioce wboee 
inhabitants number less than three millions soch 
Parliament Honees show liberality and public BpiriL 
My footstepswere impeded by rubbieh-heape; blocks 
of stone lay here and there awaiting the mason's 
pleasure; wooden sheds, steam-engines, cranet:, and 
every sign of a builder'a " plant " occupied the ground 
in front of the Legislatiye Palace; plaiikwaya led 
to doors and windows ; carpenters were jJaning and 
hammering inside ; plasterers were moontcd upon 
treasfls to get at the lobby ceilings. Matters seemed 
to promise ill for a house-warming by the next 
winter, although, when it comes to lath and plaister, 
ranch can be done in six months. Some wDrlcmeD 
were speaking French, others conversed in dialects 
of the British Isles. All were as busy as though a 
special reward bad been offered should the work be 
completed by the year's end. "That's the way to 
got ahead," said I to a labourer near me, " btit the 
library is nither backward." " Bedadl" he answered 
with II grin, " thcni Parliament men oughtn't to waot 
books, or (hey uin't worth much." There is no gain- 
saying this pjiilnsophy, so I retreat from the disco*- 
sion and rnnible over various obstructions, to a van- 
tage point whence the surrounding view caB be 
thoroughly enjoyed. 
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Upon a bold headland, overlooking thti river, stand | 
the Parlismeut buildings, whilst Ottawa City, as it 
now exists, dusters beliind these buildings or stretches 
east and west in straggling suburbs. The water flows 
past, broad and blue, wider than the Rhine at Co- ' 
logne. Havinj,' stationed myself on the highest part I 
of the Government Hill , a little west of the Legis- | 
lative Palace, this position of the city is clearly visible 
to me. It is different scenery from that of Quebec 
r Montreal ; Upper Canadian scenery, in iact. There 
k but one considerable eminence in sight ; the j 
mtry, far as the eye can range, presents a green, j 
tbroken horizon of virgin forest, iringing the log- 
ses and small villas in the outskirt of the clear- 
. Eind settlements immediately round Ottawa, 
Towards the setting sun is a waterfall, which descends 
with incessant roar, its foam resembling the whitest 
of breakers upon a storm-beaten coast. A viaduct , 
and snspension-bridge cross my riew of the fall, aaw^ 
ing-mills and stacks of timber are crowded together^ 
1 ite southern side, where rests the western extra- i 
f of the town, and above the fall is a calm reach i 
BriTer shining like a sheet of glass. 

s I look at these things, hammers are sounding 
oly in the Parliament buildings, for the workmen 
1 not leave off until six o'doi'k. There ia a cool 
irth wind blowing over that one piece of high i 
mnd, and smoke curls up irom many spots in the 
Bet where clearings are being bnrned — a useful 
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custom here, bat £ui<ct tnv lord's agent in England 
proposing to bom a clearing in the ODcestral woods! 
In Cuiada the Uod ts not aToilable for fanning pur- 
poses imtil its growth of timber lias been removed, 
so domi come stately trees without remorse on the 
part of woodsmen who will not spare them. Vainly 
might a blanketed red-skin suggest to snch woodsmen 
that these trees had sheltered him in youth. "They're 
got to be mbbed off creation, though its a pity tew ! " 
as an intell^nt native of Maine once told me. Poor 
trees ! they are chopped and bnmed, rooted up, and 
pot oat of ken with pitiless rigour. Acres of them 
stand beside railway and carriage road, pointing up- 
wards black and cindered, or in dead barkless white- 
ness, protesting against agricnltnral improvements. 
Since the first pioneers landed in North America, axe 
and fire have been ever busy upon her forests. Jo- 
nalhan has cut his way throngh, reached the open 
prairie, and mshes westward with unchecked speed. 
But in Canada the emigrant who purchasea Crown 
lands still struggles with primeral forest. A magio 
ally gifted Macduff could make his fortune by trans- 
porting the backwooil to certain localities in Britain. 
No such person being found, this process is gone 
through without magic, but with infinite play of 
industrious muscle, by lumber-men great and small. 
Their sturdy strokes make pine and hemlock bow ; 
they organize rafts ; supply saw-milla with food, and 
affiist those settlers desirous of getting land quickly 
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To Eogliah eara " Imnber-men " may have I 
bogy, lumbei^room, oH packing-case, sound, 
though the men in question were grim, dustcovered,! 
guardians of empty boxes and broken chairs. But-J 
in America, where lumber means timber, they are 
looked upon with respect. It would be Darwinian to 
consider them undeveloped colliers in an early stage 
the business. 

Gradually the hammers of the Parliamentarians J 
ie to rap. There is putting on of coats and 1 
cheerful trudging home, whilst the evening light 
makes Ottawa city and river glow in many-coloured 
brightness. A boat rows past in mid-stream. How 
small she looks 1 There goes a raft, or rather a I 
piece of a raft, fifty feet long at least, yet seeming, 
apon the river below me, a mere toy. And there 
are tin roofs sparkling in the sun; the groimd 
sloping away from Govermnent Hill ; the streets, 
A are such only in name ; valuable lots of building- 
mnd freshly reclaimed, and the circle of untouched 

=iBt. 

What a place of the future it is! — new Parliar 
inetit Houses, grand in design, though scarcely yet 
complete, where the fete of half a continent may 
some day be debated, a new city, with a fine 
situation and the foreshadowing of all that is to 
come; lastly, those miles of surrounding forest, 
where smoke-clouds tell that active pioneers are 
dxaaag the Canadian Middlesex. Snug country 
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seatB will spring up among yonder toaBses of timbei, 
cliarming "locations" are waiting to be occupied 
on the north bank, whence a view will be obtained 
of the whole pile of Government buildings. On 
that distant hill, before mentioned, will be an exhi- 
bition, or a fort, or a cemetery. If I live to viait 
Ottawa aa an elderly gentleman, it will be som^ 
thing to have seen all tliia in its commenceiuent. 
They will have done much by that time. The 
Parliament Houses will have heard debates, the 
Government offices have become sacred to red tapo; 
and the forest — ^will it then be visible even on the 
remotest horizon ? More rafts or pieces of rafts — 
bands as they here call tlicm — float by towardd a 
quiet bay between Govemment Hill and the Major's 
Point These bands are being fastened together into 
a full-sized raft, and I can hear the cries of the 
French Canadian lumber-men, as detachment after 
detachment is guided into its proper place. There 
is a murmur Irom the cataract, like ebbing tide 
raking amongst shingle, and that northerly breeze is 
delightfully cool at the end of an August day as it 
comes rippling aeross the river. It is pleasant to 
gaze at such a view, even though I should be fated 
never to revisit Ottawa, when the city has grown as it 
vrill grow, and to compare notes with old inhabitants. 
An interesting advertisement caught my eye, as, 
entering Welliugton Street, I passed a small stone 
bouse called Her Majesty's Theatre. It ■ 
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□ounced on placards outside this houBe, that iVTr. J. 
Townsend, late M. P. for Greenwich, and lessee of 
the theatre, would appear next evening with several 
members of his family in the Lady of Lyons. 

Wellington Street ia wide and straight. It cannot 
yet boast of extensive shops or dwellings. It has 
wooden footways at the aide, lamp-posts far apart, 
and smaller streets branching from , it which lead 
nowhere, and have nothing built upon them. Less 
than half an hour's walk brought me to the saw-mills 
and timber-atacks by the Chaudlere Fall. Water- 
power is not here wasted, for, as at Trollhattan in 
Sweden, the natural wonder is approached through 
chips and saw-dust, with a strung resinous smeU of 
iitwn deal. It is hardly lair, when describing Canada 
tti English readers, to bring Sweden too often before 
tbera, and yet, after seeing the last-named country, . 
oae cannot but compare it at every turn with portions 
of British North America. On my first journeying ' 
Ihrough Canada I was unacquainted with the Seandi- 
larian kingdoms. Canadian lakes and rivers, rocky 
lets and ship-canals, struck me as forming scenery ' 
t was unique. It was not like what was generally 
md in the United States, and differed greatly from 
the outward condition of most parts of Europe. 
When, however, I travelled in Sweden, it became 
evident to me that Canada bad a companion picture 
n>?arer home. A chain of inland navigation, available 
tji ships of considerable size, stretches for nearly 
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four hundred milea between Gothenburg and Stock- 
holm. There are large freeh-wat«r lakes, to wit, 
Wenner and Wetter, with towns scattered round 
their shores and lines of steamboats plying upon 
them. There are rocks and islands, saw-mills and 
pine-foreat, wooden houses in the villages and plenty 
of attraction for sportsmen both in shooting and 
fishing. Kung. Karl's subjects would be lucky did 
they possess such tracts of arable land as are met 
with in Canada, and the Swedes have no North- 
West territory to open up for future settlement ; but 
there is wonderful similarity of appearance between 
Sweden and Canada, whilst each has a great neigb* 
hour with that inconvenient property for o«»el8 
neighbours to own — " a manifest destiny." 

Although at TroUhattan there are saw-mills fifr 
grant with odours of deal and a cataract ntOTO 
imposing than the Ottawa Chaudifere, there is no 
institution like the "Slides " of Ottawa. Timber rafls 
are not here allowed to descend from the higher to 
the lower river level, by a promiscuous tumble over 
the Fall, but, as already hinted, are broken up into 
small detachments of eight or ten balks, brongbt 
down quietly, and re-united with military precisioQ 
at the bottom. This bringing down is mani^ed 
through a couple of artificial channels, lined with 
timber, in which a strong current pours over dip 
after dip, and foams along the Hat places between 
tliem until it mingles with the waters below. 
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" bandS)" which resemble clumaily-made catamarana, 
drift in succeaaion to the top of the slide and are each 
guided by two men armed with boatr-hooks, bo as not 
to get jammed across the opening. It is interesting 
to watoh their progress. Gradually that awkward, 
helpless, raft has approached the top of the first dip, 
a few pushes with the boat-hooks keep it straight, 
and its foremost end protrudes into space while ita 
centre of gravity reaches the dip. Then the head 
plunges down, the tail kicks up, and away it goes 
like an arrow, scudding through the foam at the 
foot of the dip, with the great balks wriggling to get 
usunder and the raft-men giving occasional pushes 
on either side when they can steady themselves 
sufficiently. Now up flies the tail again, as it takes 
II second dip, and we may turn to watch the next 
bund which is not far behind. Amateurs are often 
;;Tatified by a drift down the Slides. What luxury 
to have this sensation within half an hour of your 
Parliament Houses — a Maiitagne Jtuese for summer^ 
time and a means by which over-worked mipht/es can 
:liake off their load of care. 

The Chaudiere Fall is best seen from the bub- 
pension bridge, which extends across the river just 
below : this bridge ia free to foot-passengers, though 
carnages pay toll. The fail is not very great, but 
'he stream comes rushing towards the bridge at 
Lioadlong speed and pours underneath in sweeping 
'■(Idies. To the left it leaps into a chasm filled with 



lob AFTER THE STOBM. 

boiling white fisam. To tlie right it comes 
before ialliog, and glides over a elantiiig 
rock, sending ahowers of eprsy against the bridgCL 
1 walketl a little way on to the eastern shore and vaa 
in Lower Canada, a fact which did not signify mook 
to one who was unlikely to seek legal redreas by the 
common law of the Western Province, or the Cbif- 
iume^ de Paris of the Eastern. But there was • 
fine view of Government Hill, with the buildings 
upon it standing out against the clear evening At, 
and some of their windows glittering in the yellow 
light from the west. 

Had I been able to remain in Ottawa City until Her 
Majesty's Theatre was opened to produce the Lady of 
Lyons, I should have gone to see that famous piece. 
It would be interesting, when the city has ita fhll 
sized opera-hotiBe, to coll to mind the little theatre ia 
Wellington Street with single door of admissiun and 
bare aide-walls overlooking unoccupied building-Iuti 

There is no want either of intellectual or niuscoUr 
refreshment at Ottawa. If its people — wlmt will they 
call themselves? "Ottawana"? or " Capitalists "*? — 
desire some more practical food for thought than tlie 
histrionic art will supply, they have but to ptnobaM 
the couple of daily papers, sold together at a bargain 
by juvenile newavenders, or to join the cricket-dob^ 
of whose doings these journals contain an accurate 
account 

liefure embarking for my river voyage to 3Cottt> 
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real, I wished to invest in the news of the day. 
"Which is the Opposition paper"? This to a boy 
who waylaid rae on the pier, " Don't know. Better | 
take both!" And both were taken accordmgly. 
Among many advertisements they contained notices I 
of schools, starting time of steamboats, mention of 
hotels, and of stores in which would be found 
"choice assortments of recently imported goods." 
There were leading articles of conrse, and tele- 
^rraphic despatches, but the chief topic of interest, 
as I gathered from my fellow-passengers, was the 
tour of the Ottawa Cricket-Club in New York State. 
Hie Club, by its chosen eleven, had engaged some 
American Clubs with varying success, a defeat to 
'.)ttawa being the latest intelligence. " Our players 
ihoold practise more," said a gentleman who talked 
«ith me about Ottawa cricket ; " there are good 
iiien among them, but they are not accustomed to 
working together." We proceeded to discuss train- 
iTig, over-training, and doing Banting. I gave him 
some figures about sudden redaction of weight, with 
tbe ill-health which often followed, and he told me 
tiiftt there was not much of that sort of experiment 
Tied in Ottawa, nor was there any boat-club to test 
Tiien's training severely. 

The steamer had started wlulat we were speaking, 
ind glided swiftly away. A mist hung over G-overn- 
inent Hill, tluough which could be seen the towers 
i>f the Parliament Ilouse, though everything else was 
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hidden from sight. The mnrmar of the Chaudiere 
was drowned by the noise of our paddle-wheels. 
Ottawa City quickly disappeared, and, when the mist 
vanished, we were speeding forward on a great 
smooth river, with forests along ita banks. Here 
was room for eightroar races of twenty abreast, and 
BO little stream running as to make sailing-boata &ee 
of the navigation. Pic-nic parties might land in any 
of those quiet creeks, and an Ottawa Searle might 
devise twenty styles of crat^ to meet the future re- 
quirements of the capital. 

Fast went our paddle-wheels, for the eieama 
'Queen Victoria,' running in connection with rail- 
ways on the direct route to Slontrea), could not 
afford to loiter. She touched at landing-placee for a 
moment, left the mail-bag, and, perhaps, piclted np a 
stray passenger, then steered into mid-channel aod 
made the best of her way towards Grenville. She is 
a comfortable vessel of a hundred and seventy-five feet 
in length, by twenty-six feet beam, and draws less than 
six feet of water. Besides the saloon, in which break- 
fast was served, she has, on the upper deck, a few 
state-rooms, that thoss persons can secure who object 
to early rising and prefer to sleep snugly on boanl 
ready for the half-past six o'clock departure. 

A sanguine resident of Ottawa informed me, when 
I praised the ship, that she was " nothing to what 
they'd have some day." 

" Then you expect rapid progress for the city^ 
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"Tea, indeed, sir; when Government comes to ] 
Ottawa it will make everything move on. We shall | 
have a railway direct to Kingston, another by the 
river-side to St. Anne's, for Montreal, and a canal 
that will bring ocean steamers to our very doors." 
Sir, you have the subject at your fingers' ends." 
So would you, if you had bought building iota in 
the city. What's more, I'm pretty certain that I 
shall strike oil in some ground that I've got on the I 
bank of this river." 

Oil !" exclaimed two or three listeners, " wJiy we 
all looking out for it." 
And now followed an animated conversation re- 
specting petroleum, gold, and silver. Mysterious 
allusions were made to men who knew where these 
things might be found, to specimens procured from 
places where land was selling for next to nothing, 
and to the probability that Canada would become 
it through minerals. This dream has beeh a 
iTOurite with every American State and colony, 
:e California was discovered to have gold fields 
Pennsylvania to be a cistern of rock oil. 
it the Ottawa bore as yet no sign of mineral 
Ith. Huge rafts drifted down the stream, and 
it clearings could be seen among its borderiny 
A country seat, with weU-kept pleasure 
grounds and private chapel, was pointed out to me 
as the abode of M. Papineau, the celebrated politician, 
Bovr retired from public life. Somewhat further 
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down, on the opposite shore, is a small town called 
L'Original, where passengers, who wiah to restore their 
health by aid of medical waters, land for Caledonia 
Springs. At Grenville we quitted the Queen 
Vit'toria and went by rail to Carillon, frfiere another 
steamer, the Prince of Wales, was waiting to carry 
OS to La Chine. There are rapids between Grenville 
and Carillon, which a raft can descend, but which 
are impassable for vessels. A canal cut beside the 
railway enables barges to circumvent these rapids^ 
thongh its locks are too small for general use. 

We were speedily conducted from the train to the 
Prince of Wales, and she got under way as sooa u 



It was a lovely afternoon. The river opened out 
into a broad reach, named the Lake of Two Mountains, 
whilst settlements grew so plentiful that there was 
scarcely any forest along the shore. A younf; 
Canadian expatiated to me upon fresh-water yacht* 
ing. 9e had often sailed up this particular lake, and 
had witnessed the regattas at La Chine, but Toronto 
was the place for yachts, and be spoke warmly of 
Lake Ontario. He had been in a friend's yacht 
belonging to the Canadian Club trom port to portion 
'ftoth sides of Ontario. They encountered storms wfaitJi 
tested their seamanship and had various adventam 
with American Custom House officers. There wbb u 
ofhcial at one port who enquired if they knew a little 
British craft which he named ? " Guess she's a r^ 
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markable sailer," observed the oflBcial. " Why more 
so than others?" demanded the yachtsman. "Darned 
if she hadn't got papers from the Thames Club in 
England, and sixteen tons is small for an ocean 
voyage." Now the owner of the little British craft, 
being a member of our Eoyal Thames Yacht Club, 
had obtained his warrant in that character and so 
puzzled the American officer, for it must be under- 
stood that his Ontario yacht had never crossed the 
Atlantic. 

My fellow-traveller was in favour of centre-boards, 
relating anecdotes to prove their efficiency.* He 
stated that a centre-board boat, imported from New 
York, had performed the eighty miles between 
Toronto and Cobourg in six hours, which, if the time 
was accurately kept, is a great achievement. We 
talked of American hostility to Britishers. "They 
say plenty in their newspapers," he admitted, " but, 
when you get amongst them, they are usually quite 
pleasant." A gentleman whom he knew had bought 
a yacht on the Hudson, at the time that Americans 
were excited against England for blockade running 
and Southern sympathies. This yacht was navigated 
through the]! canal to Lake Champlain, and thence, 
by the Eichelieu Eiver and St. Lawrence, to Mont- 
real The Englishman who had bought her came 
across rough labouring people during his passage 
northward, and did not meet with any incivility from 

VOL. I. M 
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them. Some rowdies once tried to fix a quarrel 
on him, bat he was helped off by two respectable 
citizens. 

Such stories beguiled our way down the Lake of 
Two Mountains, and we were at St Anne's ere the 
many-sided question of American sentiment was 
more than touched on. Here, whilst the Prince of 
Wales was taken through the canal lock, we could 
watch the rapid by its side or look up at the tubular 
bridge of the Grand Trunk Bailway. From St 
Anne's our course was by Lake St Louis, a reach of 
the SI. Lawrence, to La Chine, where we took train 
for the short remainder of the journey to Montreal. 

On Lake St. Louis there was breathless calm, so 
that sailing craft lay idly drifting with the current, and 
ripples could be seen spreading to both sides of the 
lighthouses built on piles. Funny little lighthouses 
they are, though useful to prevent vessels from 
charging unawares down the La Chine rapids. My 
young Canadian thought them unworthy their posi- 
tion. " You should see the lighthouse at Port Hope," 
he said, " covered with tin-plates and looking some- 
thing like ! " How we came to talk of the red-skin, 
I forget. I asked my companion whether he had 
not been delighted, as a boy, with Uncas and the 
Narraganset Sachem ? He replied, " Oh yes, very 
amusing, only I was tired of Indians wrapped in 
their blankets. Pd seen so many, and the forest 
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was SO common. What I liked was Sir Walter 
Scott, with old castles and knights in armour. Mary 
of Burgundy, too, is a capital book." 

This feeling brings thousands of Western tourists 
to visit Old World ruins. The career of their own 
nation has been too short to satisfy the craving for 
historical antiquities; and to rest upon Indian tra- 
dition, however poetical, would be but hanging their 
walls with spurious family portraits. 
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CHAPTEE XIV. 



THE UPPER PROVINCE. 



A chance for Chaw-bacon — The adventures of a church bell— 

A glimpse at Niagara. 

Canada West has two wants more pressing than any 
others. It calls for the assistance of those old allies 
Capital and Labour. If strong-limbed, hard-fisted, 
agriculturists, accustomed to wear gaiters and smock 
frocks, and to utter their talismanic " Vileet," or 
"Come 'ere wayl" can raise funds to pay for a 
passage to Canada West, they need have no fear for 
their success when once arrived. Wages are good 
and food is cheap. An unencumbered man can easily 
obtain employment by the year, where he will be 
boarded and receive from 11, 10s. to 21. 10s. sterling 
a month as pocket money. Higher rates than this 
are often given, but I speak of what may be easily 
obtained. Men with families dependent on them 
find living hard enough at home, and would be better 
oflf in Canada than they are in England. Their 
children would early become self-supporting, whilst 



THE UPPER PROVINCE. 165 

they might hope to save enough in ten or a dozen 
years to buy a few acres of cleared land and erect 
a cottage thereon. Such a career would be almost a 
blank in the lottery, for, when I enquired as to how 
ibis or that wealthy farmer of the Upper Province 
liad begun life, the answer nearly always was, " He 
came out as a day labourer and has pushed his way 
into the position which he now occupies." • Agri- 
culturists have an immense advantage over town-bred 
emigrants, because they can get to work at once, with 
very little to learn, save perhaps the use of the axe. 
Plodding through mud knee-deep, or spending a 
winter day fn the open air, does not break them 
down. So to master Chaw-bacon, a facetious title 
bestowed on him, I suppose, because he would chaw 
bacon if he could afford that luxury, my advice is, 
"Westward ho!" Take your stock in trade to a 
market where it will command the best price. If 
your back must become bent and your knees rheu- 
matic by the time that you are a gaffer, go where 
you will, by that time, have earned a freehold instead 
of a claim to outdoor relief. 

** Emigration made easy" may serve in future 
history as the title of a chapter about the reign of 
Qaeen Victoria. In other reigns cities have been 
taken and kingdoms conquered, but in none have so 
many hundreds of thousands who had suffered poverty 
at home been given the means of earning a decent 
competence abroad. Sailing ships and steamers leave 
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England every day bound to Her Majesty's different 
colonies. All the colonies want labour, and all off^ 
inducements to labouring men to come out to them. 
But Canada is much nearer to England than the 
Cape of Good Hope, and only a quarter the distance 
of Australia. A sailing vessel will take emigrants 
from Liverpool to Quebec in about thirty days, at a 
cost of say SI, each person, with provisions found hj 
the owners of the ship. A steamer performs the 
same voyage in twelve days, and the charge for a 
steerage passage is 6Z., provisions again included. At 
Quebec there is a government emigration agents and 
to him new comers, whether labouring men or small 
agricultural capitalists, should immediately apply. 
This gentleman will see that they are not victimized 
by such rogues as hang about seaport towns, and wiU 
put them in the way of finding work suited to their 
capacity. Emigrants with through tickets to any 
inland town may delay their journey for a day or 
two to consult the agent at Quebec, as such delay 
will not invalidate their tickets. There are, how- 
ever, other government agencies established at Mont- 
real, Toronto, &c., which should be visited if Quebec 
has been rapidly passed by. The Canadian Govern- 
ment makes a science of receiving new comers. Its 
agents are thoroughly responsible persons, and an 
English settler cannot do more wisely than to place 
himself in their hands. It is like asking your way of 
a policeman, instead of trusting to an errand boy's 
advice. You run less risk of being "greened." 
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I spoke just now of small agricultural capitalists, 
and mentioned capital, in connexion with labour, at 
the beginning of this chapter. Canada wants capital. 
She wants it primarily in large sums, such as gave 
her that back-bone of the country, the Grand Trunk 
Railway. She would be glad to see Sir Morton Peto 
making an iron road from Ottawa to the Fraser 
River settlement, or the firm of Eigby Brothers im- 
proving her harbours. But there is an equal desire 
among Canadians for small capitalists with a fdw 
hundreds or a couple of thousand pounds to invest — 
men who will watch their money and turn it over as 
often as they can. Skilled farmers are especially 
needed. The pioneer who has cleared a farm by 
hewing down the forest cannot always work his pro- 
perty to advantage. He lacks two necessary qualifi- 
cations, a knowledge how to start and sufficient 
money with which to begin. He can drag on in a 
rough way, obtaining his livelihood from the soil, but 
he would far rather sell the cleared land, realize 
v?rhat he could for it, and try his axe again. Now 
here is the opportunity for an Old Country farmer. 
No outlandish mode of life, no felling of giant trees 
or hunting of bears ; merely a purchase of real estate, 
with stumps in some of the fields and clumsy fences 
between them. It is probable that there would be a 
good wooden house upon the estate, in which our 
small capitalist could reside until he saw fit to build 
with brick or stone, and it is very improbable that he 
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would have to pay more than 8Z. an acre for his land. 
He must not expect to succeed without eflFort, or to 
find everything go smoothly in Canada. Bad seasons 
and scarcity of labour will try a settler's patience ; but 
if he will put his shoulder to the wheel and show 
such qualities as would deserve success at home, he 
has here an opening that is not to be despised. Let 
the small capitah'st go out in May, spend a summer 
studying the country and the crops — one can board 
comfortably in Canada West for three shillings a 
day — let him "prospect" about until autumn has 
begun, and then, just when the pioneer would be 
ready to sell off and commence a fresh clearing, our 
new comer can buy to the best advantage. 

Who should not go to Canada? Are there any 
Britons of respectable antecedents that had better 
keep away ? I take it that we are not base enough 
to wish the colony our rogues. Should artisans, or 
shopboys out of work, or classical scholars, go thither? 
Certain it is that carpenters and blacksmiths have 
plenty to do throughout the province, but, as a rule, 
I should advise artisans who are doing even tolerably 
well to remain in England. With us, they have much 
larger wages in proportion to unskilled labour than 
in either Canada or the United States ; whilst, so far 
as Canada is concerned, they would often succeed 
better by throwing aside their regular trade and 
working at something else. Discouraging this to a 
devoted lover of his craft, yet there are manv in- 
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stances of prosperous farmers and storekeepers who 
have served an apprenticeship, before coming out, 
to some art which they found was not required in 
the backwoods. Once a Yankee sent a cargo of 
warming-pans to the West Indies. A fool for his 
pains, thought the consignee ; but, lo and behold ! it 
turned out that warming-pans made the best possible 
sugar-ladles, and the speculator cleared a handsome 
fortune. 

Shopboys out of employment should by no means 
expect tt) find places that will suit them in Canada. 
If they have friends settled there, or any promise of 
employment, it is well ; but, otherwise, they will be 
obh'ged to work on farms and endure hardships for 
which their health may not prove suflBciently strong. 
If health be theirs, a new mode of life will perhaps 
be found enjoyable, and their education in book- 
keeping and penmanship will give them an advantage 
over poor Chaw-bacon when both come to the sur- 
face as substantial men. The wealthiest citizen of 

was an emigrant shopboy who turned lumberer, 

learnt how to wield an axe as deftly as an old back- 
woodsman, cleared a farm for himself, sold it to a 
small capitalist, set up a store with the proceeds of 
the sale, and at last found scope for his knowledge of 
business. There, shopboy, is a bright example which 
you want nothing but a long head and broad shoulders 
to imitate. A little learning may be a dangerous, but 
is, sometimes, a very useful thing. 
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Classical scholars, here used as a term for describing 
all who haye dipped into the humanities, though with 
never so little result, should be very shy of the Cana- 
dian forest. If they are in professions, or have money 
to invest, this colony may offer them a field of ac- 
tivity ; but, if their plan be to farm cleared land, or 
to rough it in a shanty, let them consider whether 
they could conduct an English farm so as to escape 
the secret contempt of every rustic, and whether they 
would not be bored to death by cutting down trees 
when there was game all round to be had for the 
shooting. Many gentleman-adventurers have suc- 
ceeded in Canadian agriculture, but many more have 
failed. They have caught fevers and died, or have 
grown weary of the life and taken to drinking. I am 
assured that a number of young men, whose relatives 
sent them out to Canada with ample funds for com- 
mencing their career, have failed miserably, yielded 
to the temptation which a cold climate and cheap 
spirits placed before them, and lived to aee their 
hired labourers owning the land. 

If the stiff-necked Briton, whatever his caUing, 
will insist upon going straight into the woods to 
carve out a homestead, rather than leave native-bom 
Canadians to be his pioneers, he may like to know 
something of the modus operandi. 

First, then, ho must understand that certain condi- 
tions have to bo fulfilled before an absolute title can 
be obtained either to free grants or to purchases of 
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Crown land. These conditions embrace an actual 
settlement upon the grant, or pm*chase, within six 
months of the time that such land is assigned to the 
settler, who must, within four years from that time, 
have cleared and cultivated one-tenth part of his 
property, and erected thereon a log house of sixteen 
by twenty feet. Free grants, of which many emi- 
grants have heard before coming out, and which strike 
the imagination by their beautiful simplicity, are 
only made along certain colonization-roads, opened by 
Gk)vemment through districts insufficiently peopled. 
Many poor men have found these grants a blessing, 
but others have regretted that they did not purchase 
land in localities more to their taste. Purchasing 
sounds very formidable when we have but an Old 
Country experience. In Canada they think nothing 
of it. You can there buy unreclaimed property out 
and out for the twentieth part of a year's rent in 
England, and buy it to suit yourself, too. 

We will suppose that our friend who wishes to pos- 
sess a homestead aims at a modest lot of a hundred 
acres. He will avoid the colonization-roads as too 
remote, will choose his scene of action, with a view 
to future comfort in the neighbourhood, and will pay 
down from 15Z. to 20Z. for the said hundred acres, 
and, not troubling himself with part payment and 
annual instalments, will set to work with all his 
might to qualify for an absolute title. If a small 
capitalist, he may prefer to have his property cleared 
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by contract, at about 31, an acre ; but if, as we will 
suppose, a sinewy child of toil, or a gentleman- 
amateur in search of something new, this is the 
career which opens before him.^j 

Off in September to the woods, with a plentiful 
supply of warm clothing, with a barrel of pork, and a 
barrel of flour. There must be also a camp-kettle or 
cooking-stove, a chest of tools, and a fowling-piece. 
Such necessaries having been sheltered in a log cabin, 
the process of under-brushing is commenced ; bushes 
and small trees are felled over as large a space as it 
is likely that the occupant will be able to "chop" 
during the winter. Then come snow-storms and 
frosts which, perhaps, make our friend stiff-necked 
in earnest ; but he laughs at hardships, grows fami- 
liar with his trusty axe, and clears from seven to ten 
acres according to his strength. A ten-acre clearing 
achieved single-handed would be a triumph for any 
beginner. When spring is well advanced, the oc- 
cupant sets fire to the timber that he has felled, and 
perseveres in burning logs and branches until a very 
unsightly expanse of blackened stumps has taken the 
place of so many acres of forest. Potatoes and In- 
dian corn are planted, fall (autumnal) wheat is sown 
by the end of August, and fencing-in cail be attended 
to. Thus has a beginning been made, which, if fol- 
lowed up year after year, will end in the desired 
homestead, whilst, to win his absolute title, our friend 
need do little more than vegetate on the ten acres 
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already cleared, provided that his habitation, the log 
cabin above referred to, be sixteen feet by twenty. 
It is estimated that an emigrant family could com- 
fortably (?) settle on a lot of public land, if they 
had 40Z. sterling to support them during their early 
struggles. A father with a quiver full of hobbledehoys 
would get ahead much faster than a hermit bachelor, 
although he might have to provide an extra barrel 
of pork for the rising generation. 

I had descended the rapids of the St. Lawrence in 
1860, and was now purposed, by travelling up stream, 
to see something of the canals. There are eight of 
them between Montreal and Prescott, having alto- 
gether twenty-seven locks through which a westward- 
bound steamer must pass. On first leaving Montreal 
we had an hour's artificial navigation to La Chine, by 
which the rapids of that name are avoided. Then, 
at intervals of a few miles, come two other canals 
not particularly interesting, and then the Cornwall 
Canal, which circumvents the Long Sault Eapid. 

We look from the steamer, as she moves gently 
over unrufiSed water, upon the wild tumultuous stream 
close at hand. "Easy enough to shoot down it," says 
an American fellow-passenger, " but hard, sir, to go up, 
for the current runs at twenty knots." This reminds 
liim of the negro preacher, who, to make sinners under- 
stand their danger, told them that "getting wicked 
was like rowing ober de Falls ob Niagary, bery easy 
dat way, but tremenjous hard job coming up agin ! " 
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Americans may despise negroes, yet tbey credH 
them with no end of good sayings, just as the oppres- 
sive Saxon laughs over the wit of the down-trodden 
Celt Nay, my simile may be carried still farther, 
for scores of Saxons on the stage imitate old Ireland's 
brogue, whilst the art of blackening one's fSEU^e to 
represent a darkey was imported from America in 
the days of Jim Crow. We may hope that merri- 
ment at the imitation produces, in both cases^ a 
greater kindKness for the original 

That Long Sault would be '^a tremenjous hard 
job" to come up. It is provoking that we see no 
steamer run down it, but such luck is not destined to 
be ours. My fellow-traveller shivers. The morning 
breeze of August is too cold for him» and he declares 
that the *' Canadian summer must be very short, or 
begin darned late in the fall." He puts on another 
coat, with the inevitable nigger to help him through. 
*^Did you ever hear CuSy describe this operation, 
sir ? — ^ I git in fust one arm, den de oder, and den 
I gib a general conwulsion.' " A sallow gentleman 
sitting near us ^^ guesses that he has heard this be- 
fore," which makes the first speaker give us several 
additional anecdotes of wit and humour. 

It is a pity that the St. Lawrence canals have but 
nine feet of water in their locks. They can admit a 
vessel of forty-five feet beam and two hundred feet 
length, but their shallowness prevents any large craft 
from going through. Canada has an extensive in- 
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land trade during the summer, which employs nearly 
fifteen thousand fresh-water sailors, and, if a canal 
system were once opened by which ships of two thou- 
sand tons could pass from Quebec to Lake Huron, 
the foreign trade of Milwaukie and Chicago would 
flow through Canadian ports. Even as it is, small 
vessels sometimes clear out of the Upper Lake ports 
for Liverpool direct, so advantageous is water-carriage 
throughout compared with a long railway journey and 
shipment at New York. A high authority on Cana- 
dian trade has given it as his opinion that nothing 
would so efiectually develope the resources of Upper 
Canada as a canal on a grand scale from Lake On- 
tario to Lake Simcoe, and thence to Georgian Bay, 
an arm of Lake Huron. This canal would require 
a proportionate improvement in the St. Lawrence 
navigation, and would then offer such an outlet to 
the North- Western States as would rival New York 
and the Mississippi together. Granted that there 
would be but six months of open navigation from 
Quebec, this drawback would not outweigh the saving 
of transhipment in the one instance, or of a tedious 
voyage from New Orleans in the other. 

After our departure from Cornwall, we steamed 
between British and American territory, leaving St. 
B^gis behind us, at the southern corner of Lower 
Canada. There are warlike traditions connected 
with many spots along this route, but none more 
stirring than that of St. Kegis — how the French mis- 
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sionaries in early days of border strife persuaded 
their Indian converts to collect furs with diligence 
that a sum might be raised in France suflScient to buy 
a bell for St Kegis church ; how the furs were col- 
lected and the bell was bought. But an evil chance 
led the ship which should have taken it to Canada 
into the power of a New England privateer. She 
was captured, and the bell, instead of ringing devout 
Catholics to mass, was hung over a meeting-house 
in the English settlement of Deerfield. News tra- 
velled slowly at that time. The Indians at St. Eegis 
wondered why their purchase was so long in coming, 
until at length an aged chief dreamt that he saw it 
among the Yengese, and that the Great Spirit bid 
him recover it at any cost. That trophy above their 
meeting-house should have caused anxiety to the 
settlers of Deerfield, for it had made the hearts of 
warriors burn and was leading them upon a war-trail 
of unusual daring. Whilst the Puritan village was 
engaged in its ordinary pursuits, thinking little of 
danger, painted red-skins and coureurs dea bois, scarcely 
less wild, were filing through the forest intent on a 
single object. There came an Indian surprise, a 
tomahawking of fugitives and a scalping of the slain. 
Many of the people in Deerfield perished, others 
were carried away captive. The bell was slung upon 
a pole and borne joyously along with them by the 
victors in their hasty retreat. It was buried for 
greater safety near the Lake Champlain, but dug up 
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ixt season, and conveyed to St. Regis, where i 
aigs to this day. 

Between British and American territory, 
lomwall to Prescott and thence to Brockville, one" 
de of the river up which we steam is Canadian, 
le other forms part of New York State, Snug 
may be seen on either bank, whose owners 
to sympathize in matters of rehgion. It i 
mday morning, and boatr-loads of country pei 
■e crossing the frontier on their way to church. At 
lie point we must have a better preacher or a moraJ 
immodioTjs bnilding, for the balance of trade is i 
ir favour, and Americans, in then- smartest clotheaij 
■e pulling for British soil. But round yonder beoifi 
' the stream there lias been a small fleet of pro^l 
ncials heading for YaTikee-land, so each side has i 

;tion. What strength that grey-headed farmer 
its into his strokes ! He has a heavy boat, with three 
imen and several children as passengers, and yet« 
I gains perceptibly upon the little craft in whicli I 
o young fellows are ferrying over their sweethearts. 
rtful old man! You creep up the bank in slack 
iter, beneath the shade of those wide spreading 
>e8, whilst hot-headed youth strains energetically 
mid-stream, tossed by the waves fixtm our steamer's 
ddle-wheel and taken far below his destination by 
s sweeping current. Meanwliile, he of the silver 
iks, having regained a suitable position, launches 
t into the sunshine, with steady strokes, and, as w 
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lose sight of him, is half-way across, bearing down 
on his port with beautifnl accuracy. " He must have 
done it before, sir," remarks my friend of negro 
anecdotes ; " there's a naturalness about his proceed- 
ings that equals the 'possum." 

Brockville is a pretty little town, with a cliEf along 
the river, just below it, on which are villas of tempt- 
ing aspect. Here travellers prepare their minds for 
a treat, as the Thousand Islands commence only a 
little way further up. I cannot compare the scenery 
of this famous group to anything Bearer home, 
without breaking my resolution about leaving Sweden 
luiDoticed iu treating of Canada. The ThoQaaod 
Islands with their mixture of wood and water, of 
wide channels and narrow channels, running, between 
masses of rock, might apparently be fonnd at many 
spots near Stockholm, A thousand seems too low a 
computation for the number of islands passed on our 
way from Brockville to Kingston. I am penmaded 
that there must be as many distinct islets in the 
group as there are Orangemen in the city lad 
named. Such reckoning is of its nature temporary, 
since the islets cauuot increase in number whilst 
zealous partisans jirobably will. They were nu- 
merous enough to prevent the Prince from lauding, 
when he arrived off Kingston during his American 
tour, and thus to briog discredit upon a loyal aud 
thriving town. One comfort we may derive from 
this circumstance : Britannia needs no bulwark against 
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Inn; fate has 



given 



ns the bane and the antidotei ' 



the Fenian and the Orangeman. 
We entered Lake Ontario by night, and were 
, presently conscious of rolls and plunges which 
I showed that the west wind had stirred up a heavy 
I Bea, Our steamer made better weather than could 
have been expected from her appearance, carrying 
an upper-deck saloon with ease over short chopping 
waves that were not to be laughed at. The lake 
ahore looked rery fertile when daylight came. I had 
formerly seen something of Durham and Northuin- 
berland coontiea ; bnt they were not then in their 
fiill harvest beauty. Kow, as we steered towards 
Cobnrg, and from Coburg by Port Hope to Toronto, 
there were corn-flelda and fiirm-houses to be seen 
tliat might have stood tliree hours' ride out of Edin- 
burgh. 

Toronto itself is a fine city, less grandly situated 
than Quebec and less imposing in its water front 
than Montreal, but yet a fine city with broad streets 
and busy shops. They did well to change its name 
Irom Little York, and better still when they built 
the liandfiome University, which, with the avenue 
li.'jiding thereto, is an ornament that may make To- 
rontians proud of their home. There is a cricket- 
ground here, where Canada played the United States 
soon after my arrival, and so nearly won the match as 
to give every hope of success another season. Besides 
cricket, Toronto had the indoor pastime of billiards 
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illustrated by a public contest. This contest was not 
international, so no Canadian laurels could be lost 
or won, but it brought together many American 
knightfi of the cue, and I saw some good play, thongh 
only watcliiug a portion of the etroggle. Their 
acoreB would sound wonderfully high in England, as, 
with the American game on two red balls, a second- 
rate player can make sixty or seventy at a break. 

Toronto has naval volunteers, and her position, 
upon such a lake as Ontario, justifies the existence 
of the force. They can scarcely be called " salts," 
these inland navigators, but they may be accounted 
in some sort British tars. I saw them inspected by 
Admiral Hope in their drill-shed near the railway. 
The men wore straw hats, blue jackets, and white 
trowsers. They carried only rifles and bayonets, 
though cutlasses were hanging round the wall, with 
which, I understand, they are sometimes exercised. 
Captain McMaater, who formed the corps during the 
' Trent ' excitement of 18C1, put his followers through 
all the ordinary manoeuvres of company drill, in 
which the men acquitted themselves very creditably. 
They were, if anything, too soldier-like at this tiuie, 
and had not a certain disjointed gait whicli we con- 
nect with the idea of Jack ashore ; but, when jackeU 
were thrown off, rifles laid aside, and gun-drill began, 
there was no want of activity in the gallant Toroo- 
tians. Sir J. Hope made thorn a short speech. In 
which he praised some things and gave advice aboat 



ihers, using the butter-boat less freely than is 

■^customary at volunteer inspections in England. The 

men, however, were pleased with what be said, and I 

cheered him when be went away. 

From Toronto to Niagara is an easy forenoon's 

jonrney during the summer. You need not then go 

round by train, but can cut across the head of the 

• lake, a voyage of thirty-three miles, to Niagara 

PBiver, and join a branch of the New York Central i 

fiailway at Lewiston. 

The mighty waterfall has disappointed some visitors. 

They have expected to see a stream like the English 

Channel tumbling over a cliff as high as Snowdon ; 

L and the reality has not come up to their expectations. 

■ Eow could it? Such people would go to Robert 

Houdin hoping to find out his tricks, or would rub 

Uieir chins at night with a " beard-producing com- 

f pound," and sharpen their razors next morning before 

i-fliey looked into the glass. 

Niagara is only the Thames at London Bridgar 
scending abruptly a hundred and sixty feet. So 
lach in point of size ; but oh ! so different in fresh- 
1 and in surroundings. The clear blue waters of 
riyer sweep out of Lake Erie with considerable 
twiftness, as if glad to avoid the smoke and noise of 
Then there are twenty miles of quiet pro- 
B through a Hat wooded country, in which may be 
ten many clearings and groups of blackened trees 
ready to fall. Then the river, without stopping to re- 
dect on what is before it, moves swiftly again in a calm 
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unbroken sheet, reaches Goat Island, divides to right 
and left, grows fiercely tumultuous, as rocky obetmo- 
tioDB break it into foam, and bounds forward at head- 
long speed. There is an instant of ponring over, as 
inBtant of unchecked descent, and then a thondering 
crash on the rocks far below. Foam and spray con- 
ceal Niagara River whilst it gathers itself tf^tliBT 
and eddies slowly away, with steep eliffa on either 
hand. Under the Hailroad Suspension Bridge, be- 
tween rocks and pine trees, broken into rapids and 
twisted into whirlpools, the river forces its way to 
Lake Ontario. 

You may fancy that Goat Island is too much 
thronged by excursionists, or may wish that there 
were not so many hot4:tls upon both shores, and that 
engine whistles were forbidden to sound within a 
certain distance of Niagara ; but you will appreciate 
the grandeur of the cataract more and more with 
each successive visit. Familiarity does not losaen 
its charm. I have seen three acrobats risk their 
fate upon ropes stretched across the gnlf, have been 
to the Cave of the Winds on the American side, and 
gone behind the descending waters on the English 
side, as far as my guide would take me, yet I should 
be delighted to stand again upon the Table I£ock 
and watch that glorious pouring over. What power 
it has ! No wonder that geologists believe the rivet 
to have worn back its channel inch by inch until Ibft 
English Fall attained a horeeshoe form. 
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|A coach-drive with a medium — Derricks and Bpeoulators — 
Pontiac's kindred. 



A City of London upon a River Thames can never 
seem to Englishmen but aa something of which they 
have heard before, so I will say very little about the 

tmg namesake of our metropolis, situate in Middle- 
Cormty, Canada West. It is a rising place, with 
ps which supply the neighbouring townships with 
all that reasonable persons can desire. 

When I arrived in London the citizenB were pre- 
paring to entertain many guests. An agricultural 
exhibition was soon to open, and, judging by past 
experience, the Londoners expected to be well-nigh 
crowded out of house and home. I may add, upon 
hearsay evidence, that their expectation was speedily 
Mfilled. Agricultural exhibitions excite much interest 
in Upper Canada, where farmers are for the most part 
paying attention to the improvement of their stock 
d to the purchase of newly-invented instruments. 
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Grand Trunk and Great Western Batlway insa- 
agers have had tbeir eyes upon London. The Oreat 
Western passes through the city with its main line^ 
whilst the Grand Trunk approaches it from 8t. Mary'* 
Junction ; and each of them offers to do the passenger 
business to Toronto, by running early trains thither. 
convenient for those who wish to arrive during office 
hours. The lines in question have, moreover, keen 
rivalry for traffic from Buffalo to Detroit, for the 
south-western corner of the province affords the best 
highway between New Tork State and Michigan. 
Hence it is that our colonists of this district are 
bound to the United States by strong commercial 
links. American travellers and American goods s^a 
being constantly taken through London by Great 
Western trains or through St. Mary's by the Grand 
Trunk. There is a tempting market for colonial 
products at Detroit, and another still more tempting 
at Buffalo. 

South-western Canadians occupy a political pro- 
montory exposed to any storms which Jonathan may 
stir up. If cessation of trade would be niinoos, what 
would war be ? Their best hope, and that not rery 
cheering, is to be abandoned for strategic reasons, in 
ease of active hostility, and token possession of pw 
tern, by some American commander. So speak an- 
nexationists, or 80 they are supposed to speak hj 
those who will believe in their existence. 

I remained only a aliort time in London, 






then, like young Nerval hearing of battles, I 
'd of petroleum — heard of it as something to be 
at it-B Canadian outpost. We, petroleum and 
met before, though only as fellow-voyagera in 
steamship, where my companion was viewed asbance 
as a, dangerous explosive fellow of whom match- 
makers should beware. But now we were to become 
much better actjuainted. Enuiakillen township was 
within twenty leagues, and "Wyoming Station, on the 
Samia branch of the Great Western, lay conveniently 
to Oil-Spring Cfty. 
Nevertheless, though the distance is but twelve 
miles, it wus a drive of three hours from Wyoming 
tc the oil-springs. A plank-road, somewhat out of 
repair, with an evening rendered dark by heavy 
ider-elouds, made the coachman very cautious; 
our stage-waggon, which had left the Wyoming 
at a brisk trot, crept slowly forward. We passed 
'cen masses of forest, that looked additionally 
imy when the coachman had informed us of two 
lately seen upon this track ; and wo met 
■loads of petroleum coming do^vn to the railway 
ition, five or six barrels to a waggon, laid like heer 
a brewer's dray. There were sharp comers to be 
turned ; for Canadian roads run at right angles, owing 
to the plan of selling land in squared lots. There were 
patches of clearing, and tall rough fences, and wooden 
bridges with nothing at the side to prevent our 
lurching over. We sat packed in the waggon pretty 
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tightly, three on a seat, with four seats one behbd 
the other. Such a load as may be seen any fine 
summer afternoon leaving Copenhagen for Klampen- 
borg: only the Danish waggons have high backs to 
their seats and comfortable cushions. This, by way 
of suggestion to Wyoming stage-proprietors. Under- 
stand, however, that I do not complain of my drive to 
Oil-Springs : twelve miles for half a doUar is a good 
bargain in a region where fortunes have been made 
with Californian speed. Our coachman evidently 
thought so, for he was stem to a fault with one 
passenger, who demanded credit on alighting and 
promised huskily to tell the coachman of any good 
thing he found in oil. 

The forest was gloomy enough, whether those 
bears still lingered by the road-side or no. A black 
mass of trees to right and left, with a faint grey strip 
overhead, and lightm'ng that shot fitfully across the 
gloom. This was just what a spiritualist passenger 
wanted, to prepare our minds for belief. He spoke 
of the injured Davenports, misunderstood by ignorant 
critics, of the wonders which he had seen performed 
when no scoffer was present, and, finally, announced 
himself as a medium. The time, the place, those 
great mesmeric eyes were all, as novelists say, cal- 
culated to awaken our superstitious fears. Yet we 
retained manhood and womanhood — ^for there were 
ladies in the stage — suflBcient to say politely, " Pray, 
sir, proceed." 
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*• Now I prophesy," remarked the medium, "that 
B shan't get to Oil-Springs until ten o'clock." 
" Not till ten o'clock !" we murmured. 
" Couldn't you make it half-past nine, mister ? " said 
jaimt gentleman from Wisconsin ; " I'm that tired 
li travelling, I'd like to be in bed heforo ten." 
I* Sir," whispered the medium, too low for owr 
Ichman'a ear, " if I named an early hour, he'd hold 
I little to spite me ; but, if I put it on late, 
idjng back won't do for him, he'll shove right ahead 

V I'm wrong." 
^Oh! then it's aU hum- — -?" began a lady, with 

f No, marm, it isn't; but the spirits are onsartin, 
t you may count on hiunan natur' at any time." 

pHow is it," I enquired, "that you, sir, who have 
I a gift, can care about oil ? la there not more 

mey to he made by spiritual seances ? " 

" Wal," said he, " I don't know — perhaps there is ; 
only I've been caught by the ile i'ever, and concluded 
fo leave the spirits for a time. See, sir, they're 
lery onsartin." 

We breathed more freely. Our mysterious neigh- 
Imnr was possibly joking. He might not be a medium 
in the true sense of the word, but an unsuccessful 
'Inhibitor whose tricks had failed. It is certain that 
he was right about the human nature of the coach- 
man, for, after stopping at Petrolia to set down some 
passengers and advancing through deeper gloom 




ve mdied Oa-Spriog CStr 

boisebur-Tigs U 
mdickboiDS of what is 
B flB wiiicii B first oullay miut 
wnto too often placed &bore iO- 
Tbe tombtg veO, wluse owners are making 
neaej m fast that they can scarody count h, has a 
demek ^rtich was naed whilst thev drilled theb wa; 
downwanl^ to oil Hh) ptunpu^-well coold not be 
worked without its d»nrk, for, beades the support 
which this Euthfiil &iend aSords to the er^ne-beau 
of the pomp, there are [dunging-tods and othff 
necessary ^^ear to be managed with the derrick's 
help. Lastly, the deserted well, drilled to no porpoie 
and yieJding barrels per diem, hat; a denick 
watduDg over it raoamfully, the labonr of remoral 
being worth more than the ^ne of the timber. 
What, then, is a derrick ? yon may ask ; and I wilt 
hastcD to explain. 

Take four strong pieces of timber aad erect them 
at the corners of a stoat frame from twelve to twentj 
feet square. Incline the tops of your timbers t^^theii 
with another square frame much smaller than that 
below, to hold them in place. Let the structure he 
forty, fifty, or sixty feet high, according to ta<t£^ 
having due regard to the superficies of its base, and 
nail on strengthening pieces from one upright to 
another, like steps of a huge ladder. Then there will 
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be nn engine wanted, of, say, tea horse-power, which 
yon abould place close to the deiTick, a beam working 
I'ram the engine, a supply of drilling tools, and an 
f'sperienced man by whom the rope to which (he 
drill is attached may be gently turned from side to 
(■iiie. In the middle of yonr derrick frame sink an 
ordinary ahaft until you come upon rock, then bore 
steadily an artesian well, about four inches in dia- 
meter, until you either strike oil or get to the bottom 
of your purse. Some men stop abort in despair at two 
hundred feet, others at a thousand, hut as petroleum 
seems to underlie the whole world, I should recom- 
mend perseverance when once a derrick has been 
'■n?cted. Why stop short at even a thousand feet, 
nhcu there is, perhaps, an unctuous lake waiting to 
he discovered only three fathoms below the drill ? 

How pleasantly the engine works up and down 

lliat greasy morsel of rope whose end is lost in the 

farth, and howjudicioiisly the greasy-hooted man who 

bolda the bar fixed across the rope twists it from side 

III side. He can feel, by the slightest jarring, what 

_:-jingou five hundred feet below him, and, though 

'lily present on tho surface, his mind descends, 

r ' mgh hard rock and soft rock, through limestone 

i soapstone, to wherever the drill may be. He has 

iTvals of change, when the sand-pump ia sent down 

lemove the drill-dust, or when, as frequently 

urs, there is a breakage of gear and patient fisliiug 

:; ef what has broken, from some great depth. 

Hnppy mii^t that greasy-booted operator feel when 
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oil begins to fill the sand-pamp ; etiU happier, when, 
propelled by subterranean gases, petrolenm cornea 
wildly upward and leaps high into the air. 

Oil-Spring City was crowded with specoUtom. 
They had engaged every room at every hotel, and 
I slept upon a sofa ia the passage of my hostelry, 
being better off than others who slept upon the floor. 
We talked of oil, dreamed of oil, nay, morei wo 
reckoned in oil. A man was spoken of as wwtb flo 
many " barrels a day," just as people elsewhere vosM 
say so many "pounds a ytar," Those who owtted 
land were desirous that it should be thought " oQy," 
whilst those who wished to buy were sceptical W- 
garding tbis quality and hinted at growing ludiaii 
corn upon tl^ir pui:chase. A lot of fifty acres iti 
just been sold for forty-five thousand doUan; as 
eigJith share in a tolerably good well and in MO 
acre of land would fetch a thousand dollars ; and Uie 
cost of drilling a well was from fifteen himdred to 
two thousand dollars : so, if oil could be found, the 
original workers might retire a week afterwards with 
a handsome profit, leaving other people to bear tlie 
risks of the future. 

It was gambling, desperate gambling, all around. 
Une Bpetiulator had sunk sixty thousand dollars in a 
number of promising wells, which, far from ponnng 
forth oil, were as yet only pumped at a tfiss. Ho 
ro!H>lved to go on and sink sixty thousand more before 
be gave up. Another man had invested with butter 
luck, and was receiving seventy barrels a day, at two 
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and a half dollars a barrel, from a well that had cost 
him six thousand dollars. Moat of the speculative visi- 
tors to Oil-Springs were Americans. Theirs was the 
capital laid out upon engine and derrick, theirs were 
the joint-atoek companies established to work certain 
wells, and to the United States went most of the pro- 
fits aceruing from petroleum. British subjects had 
disposed advantageously of their land, it is true, and 
Canadian labourers got good wages for putting up 
derricks for pumping or drilling; but Americans, 
with the experience of Pennsylvanian oil, with nerve 
to risk their capital, and, above all, with capital to 
risk, cut a conspicuous figure in Enniskillen town- 
ship. 

The city in which I found m^elf onvuoh intimate 
terms with petroleiun stands upon a stream called 
Black Creek, an oleaginous stream, smelling like a 
shop for "inodorous paraffin-lamps." I may mention 
that the city would seem to vulgar eyes a straggling 
village chiefly composed of wooden hotels. Derriclcs, 
oil-tanks, and engines, are everywhere. Close beside 
the road, out in the patch of clearing, or half-hidden 
by the suri'ounding trees, are these familiar objects. 
Empty waggons cuutinually arrive, and laden wag- 
gons depart ; blacksmiths are busied with the repair 
of drilhng gear, and carpenters in putting up still 
more derricks. Tliere is an active population along 
Black Creek, where wells may be counted by the 
Yet tliere ia nothing of emokc or griihe, and 
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no cinder heaps are visible, for the fuel used at Oil- 
Springs is wood. That circle of forest might enclose 
some little agricultural Bettlement, ao far as deainea 
of atmosphere is concerned. 

Nineteen miles by efage-waggon brought me ftoni 
Oil-Springs to 8aniia. The plaiik-road was excellent, 
HO we trotted for the greater part of the way. Then 
were few housea to be seen, and at tunes the tiee* 
flanked ua in an unbroken line on either dde, their 
branches appearing almost to meet overhead. Sylvan 
giants were many of these trees, broad-leaved and 
smootb-trunked, an agreeable change from the mon^ 
tonons pines of other portions of Canada. 

We had an example of what competition will do 
at the Hall-way House, where the passengers by thifl 
stage received unlimited beer to encourage them for 
next time. Yet again did the party "licker" bfr 
fore reaching Sarnia, and we were shown a decayed 
gentleman who was drinking himself to death. " He 
can't do more now than just call for drink," said onr 
coachman comjiassionately. One of tfie paasengen 
remarked, "What more should he want to do? — and 
good luck to liim [" which produced a discuaHion on 
temperance, that lasted ua into ^omia. Then we 
took the ferry boat of the Grand Trunk Kailway 
plying between its English and American etations 
rrossed a rapid stream ireshly pouring from Lake 
lliiron, and were soon in the cars rattling towonb 
Detroit. 
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& muahroom growth than are many places 
Bt, this City of Detroit occupies the site of 
an old trading station and Indian vilhige well known 
a century ago. Here Pontiac plotted to drive the pale- 
faces back towards the Atlantic coast — Pontiac of 
historical romance, the brave and astute warrior for 
whom one cannot but feel deep sympathy, although 
his intentions were of a cutrthi-oat order. He saw 
what would happen if pioneers continued to creep for- 
ward unchecked, if shanties took the phice of wigwams, 
and winged canoes became numerous upon the lakes. 
He knew that the scattered tribes of red men, divided 
amongst themselves aod wastiog their strength in 
petty wars, could muster a larger force than he had 
ever Been of whites. Now was the time (we ore 
speaking of a century ago) to make a last united 
effort, and save their hunting-grounds from the 
strangers who planted corn. Was not the great 
Sachem of the Ottawaa a patriot according to his 
light? 

Since the defeat of Pontiac the aborigines have 
retreated a thousand miles further west, and are at 
present massacring, or, more often, being massacred 
liy white men in the districts of which the 8ac!iem of 
I 'iHroit Iiad never heard. Uncle Sam has been a 
'ivilized Christian, has tried to control his ruffian 
(■hildren on the border, and to deal justly with thi 
rightful owners of the prairie. Commissioners t>l' 
a affairs have made treaties with the tribes, and 
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Indian territory has been Bet apart for 
sidence; but, despite these humane measai 
border ruffian haa asserted himself. There ha™ 
been constant outrages, now by one side, now by Ae 
other, in which I am inclined to think that thft 
greater brutality has been exhibited by those who 
shonld have set a good example. So much for 
American treatment of red-skins, wliere circum- 
stances have been adverse to a peaceful adjnetmeDt 
nf difficulties and to pmrbase of real estate at 
looking-glass per square raile. We, in Canada, liar- 
ing, may be, an easier task before us, have succeed*^ 
far better. 

It is pleasant to reflect upon an enlightened poli 
thoroughly carried out. The French had established 
friendly relations with the natives of their colony, 
French commanders had danced war-dauces, uttereii 
war-whoops, and worn belts of wampum, like real 
Indians. French missionaries had abandoned i 
lized life altogether that they might convert 
heathen. We found after the conquest a Batisfuctory 
state of things ready to our hands in Canada, 
dian braves assisted our troops against the Yankee^ 
tliongh this was to be regretted, as such allies oiler 
brought disgrace upon British arms, and Indifti 
liuuters over an immense tract were easily persoftdfiil 
to supply the Hudson's Bay Company witli furs 
That Company has spread its stations from Labrndm 
to tlte Pacific, extended a beneficifd influence ovei 
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the tribes, and made its territory a striking contrast 
to what exists beyond the frontier. If yon wish to 
travel through Her Majesty's portion of the American 
wilderness, take a giiidej a few letters of introduction 
to Hndson's Bay agents, and a double-barrel rifle and 
fowling-pieee for game ; but if Uncle Sam's share of 
the same wilderness be your destination, a dozen 
armed guides and a belt full nf seven-shooters may 
fail f« preserve year scalp. We have muddled with 
the Maoris, and been hard upon the Kaffirs, so let us 
take credit for our North American system. 

The Indian Department in Canada has lately re- 
lieved our Home Government of all care in thu 
matter of the aborigines, save a few trifling pensions. 
This department rests upon no temporary effort of 
charity, but is self-supporting, and forms an esta- 
blished branch of Canadian administration. Its object 
is to maintain and ednoate the red men, whilst facili- 
tating the gradual absorption of their himtiug-gi'onnds 
into settled districts. A fund arising from sales of 
Indian land has been devoted to the good work, and 
nothing is omitted that may improve the condition of 
the former lords of the soil. If we remember that 
on honest payment of even two shillings an acre for 
his heritage would have enabled every red-slrin bi.>- 
tween New Orleans and Nova Scotia to retire upon 
lui indoi>endence and live comfortably at Wiesbadeu, 
it will appear very reasonable that a remnant of the 
tribes should be provided for by sales of land, 
o 2 
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Canada has undertaken to do juatice. The Indian 
Department holds more than 300,0001. sterling is 
trust for its proUge'a, and has about haK a millioii 
acres of land, ready surveyed, to sell on their aco 
at prices varying from 2s. Id. to 19s, an acre. There 
are schools in operation, where the Indian ohildnit 
learn to read and write, and zealous missionaries 
instruct them. I find it recorded that at one of t 
schools Home children of white settlers also attend, 
and that the two races exhibit equal capacity 
learning. To another school, in which sixteen childrea 
are taught to write and twelve study arithmetic, tht» 
is a small farm attached, and each Indian boy is re- 
quired to do farm-work for an hour a day. A t 
Rohool, with an edacat«d native for its master, aSurdt 
instruction in reading, writing, geography, and arHtf 
metic ; but some of its scholars oflon go away to linnC 
with their parents, a proceeding which must interfere 
with study. Lastly, there is a school in which bolli 
the English and French languages are taught, in 
addition to arithmetic and geography. 

It would seem that with proper treatment an 
Indian may be civilized and enabled to earn hia 
living in such occupations as white men follow. The 
notion that he wraps himself in hb blanket and dies 
with Roman dignity rather than descend to common- 
place life is well enough for those who desiR> sudi a 
result, but is, like other convenient notions, a fallacy. 
Give the Indian a chance, protect him from wolves in 



OILT ESmSSTLLIIN. 

e skins until he has learned how to protect liimselt 
without using the tomahawk, and you will see some- 
thing leas Roman and dignified than the end of the 
poetic savage, but more consistent with the honour of 
the Cliristian Governments who have taken hia hunt- 
ing-grounds. 

There must to this end be strict laws, stiictly en- 
forced, and oiEciale who will not hesitate between 
pleasing the white settlers and doing their duty. In 
Cauada it is forbidden by Act of Parliament for " any 
persona other than Indians, or those intermarried 
witli ludians," to settle upon or occupy unsold Indian 
lands. The Department vigorously gives effect to 
this statute, and prevents joint occupancy of farms by 
white and red men, in which the former has been 
apt to play the cuckoo. Even where such arrange- 
ments are of long standing the Department has given 
notice tliat they must be broken off, " because," says 
Mr. Spr^ge in his able report, " the system shuts out 
the younger members of an Indian family from useful 
employment and enforces upon them idleness with 
its tendency to dissipation." 

"Why trouble about the Indians?" say some. 
" They are fast disappearing." Another fallacy, 
worthy Mends. Whatever may be their fate when 
exposed to small-pox without vaccination and to eon- 
'juest without protection they certainly do not de- 
'-rfy)Be in Canada, but, on the contrary, have increased 
I ■ . several hundreds during the hist live years. There 
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are now about fifteeo thousand of them — Honn^ 
Moliawks, Ojibways, and other clans, whose lu 
have become familiar to na beyond all proportioD to 
their numbers. Wheu Canada shall actjuire the 
Hudson'B Bay territory a new field of Qsefnlneas irill 
open before her Indian Dejiartment, and we 
rejoice tliat the gentlemen wbo have done so 
already will have still more to do. Long may the 
Pepartment flourish ! 

What would Pontiac think of Detroit toJay ? T!« 
medium in the stage waggon told us that he 
frequeutly held communication with the departed 
Sachem, who especially admired Fort Street, 
thought Jefferson Avenue "the tallest thing west vi 
New York." " But then, you see," said the medium, 
"his spirit hasn't travelled much." Having little 
faith in thia revelation, I prefer to remain conjecttml 
and repeat, "What would Pontiac think ?" 

Detroit is a flne city, with a water-frontage 
bustling trade, and ila liest streets running paralld 
to the river. 1 found the citizens discusBing a grier- 
auce with asperity. They had a Sunday Beer I^w, 
which some wished to retain, whilst others desired 
abolition, and the press on each side reviled its op- 
IKinents in no measured terms. Men mixed up beeTi 
not physically, but argnmentatively, with State rights 
and Southern reconstruction. The Sabbath was stated 
to be made for enjoyment, whilst President Johnson 
was endorsed as a patriot. 
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"Wliat does all this mean?" I euquu-ed ol 
fellow-lodger at my hotel. 

"Sir," be replied) "it's got up in view of the J 
coming election, and the object is to win the Dutch- 
men's votes. They'll go for those who'll give them. 1 
lager-bier on Sunday, at least so some of our w 
illera think." 

L"And will tliey get the beer?" said I. 
"No, sirree, guess it will stand over till next I 
jction. This is a fine country, sir, but it takes a ] 
; time to understand our politics," 
I was contented to ask no more, and, as I was to 
I for Cleveland that evening, abandonetl the con- | 
leration of politics whilst visiting a moneyKihanger's. 
IGold was eyed with suspicion, being something j 
Iftt fluctuated constantly, but greenbacks were of I 
tablished value. It is true that the money-changer, 
> seemed to know what he was about, gave 140 | 
Slare in paper for lOO dollars in gold, but people I 
knerally distrusted the precious metaL So they did | 
Kver, as I discovered in making a payment of ten I 
Ipts witli Canadian coin. " Guesa your money's 
feht enough, but I'd rather have currency," said the 
ble-woman ^vith whom this transaction took place. 
rived at the money-changer's, I quickly possessed 
■self of greenbacks, giving gold, that worthless 
a return. 
" Now, sir, for you." 
f The next customer steps up to get silver to go to 
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Canada. He produces his notes and is handed a 
heap of coin which they connt together, money- 
changer very wide awake, but customer, if possible, 
wider. 

"What's this?" said he, "A bad shilling?" 

"No, it ain't!" 

« Yes, it is." 

" Don't you suppose we understand money ?" 

" Wal, / ought to know bad money, for I was 
engaged two years making counterfeits, and foreman 
of the works at that" 

The wit of the customer is unanswerable. He 
obtains another coin. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



THE FOKEST CITY. 



Lodging himting — A railway bimquot. 



jamer from Detroit arrived off Cleveland alq 
', and Lake Erie was Bmooth as glass when v 
steamed between the pier-heada and ontered Cuynhogi 
Biver. There were several white-sailed vessels lyin 
iKalmed near the shore, and a wall-sided propellei 
hry far from being becalmed, which snorted past n 
$ onr voyage came to an end. Cleveland had lookec 
lell from a distance, its eastern and western quarters 
; upon the table-land of the coast, with a dip in 
e centre where the river passed out, and a cluster 
If warehonses by the water-side. But, on first land- 
;, a stranger is not favourably impressed. There 
B low grog-shops and dingy sheds filled with highly 
lorous merchandize. There is a wilderness of rail- 
itty lines and switches, and a dusty hill to ascendd 
^ore reaching Cleveland itself. Then, indeed, 
; npou the higher level, the stronger willl 
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cliange his opinion, aupposing that he has bad time 
to furiu one. Tliis Forest City, as the natives fondlj 
call it, has streets and aveimes liued wiUi BhaAf 
trees, mile after mile of well-built comfortable villain 
and grape-vines flourishing luxuriantly in ertxj 
gitrden. There are, it is true, saw-mills, timber- 
yards, and iron furnaces in the valley, with a solid 
business corner about the west^end of Superior Street, 
for Cleveland is the destined rival of Bufialo in Lake 
Erie trade. Her population has increased {rum 
6000 in 1810 to 65,000 at the present day, and Iter 
position, half way between coal and iron districts — 
the iron brought by water, tlie coal by rail — promises 
manulacturing greatness. Yet these things, though 
they constitute the foundation which supports the 
neat villas and well-liept streets, are not what a 
stranger first observes. Cleveland is, to tincom- 
mei'cial travellers, essentially the Forest City, Grant 
that they thrive, as I did, in broiling weather, bow 
delightful is the shade of Euclid Avenue or PruspetA 
Street, how cool and green the principal square, with 
its trees and grass plots round the statue of Com- 
modore Perry! Tiiua surrounded, Commodore, we 
Britishers can almost forgive you for cajituring onr 
fieet upon Lake Erie in 1813. You were a stmi^it- 
forward manly fellow, as the words of your despatch 
recorded upon the monument prove, and you are But 
placed 80 high that indignant foreigners must di»- 
locttto their necks to obtain a view of your fee 
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llotel life at tlie eBtablishment where I find myaelj 
a guest is anytliiug but mimotonoua. We are not a~ 
feflhitmable house. Very large trunks and clothes of 
the newest cut go elsewhere. But returned soldiers, 
emigrauts on their way to the AVest, and a promiscuous 
assemblage of labouring men and loafers, may be 
^ound at our hotel. Country folk, too, who wish to 
>end a short time in town for making purchases 
Hbck hither by scores. It it a large building, having 
tany bed-rooms upetairs, with a bar-room aud billiard 
, an office where fresh arrivals iuscribe their 
tfimes in a large book, and a drawing-room downstairs 
reserved for ladies. There is constant coming and 
going. An omnibua line is worked with unflagging 
cegularity, depositing guests at the door and picking 
lem up when they go away, making itselij in fact,B 
I principal artery of communication. Every oneS 
aroused at 5.30 a.m. by a gong which sounduB 
[trough the passages with unmerciful clearness, Atf 

£ o'clock breakfast is announced with rapping a 
stage whisper at the doors of those who are to s 
1^ early train. A second peal of the gong at 6.! 
thoroughly arouses all bonds, and by eight o'c]o( 
jakfaet is a thing of the past. Then it becomes 
f hot. Gentlemen mostly subside into their shirt J 
jeves, whilst the flies grow tiresomely active»'| 
B ready for us at half-past twelve. Thft« 
tdjes have a few minutes' grace while tliey enterj 
tod take their seats ; then comes a trampiug a 
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wt the main body of guesta hnrries into actioa. Tbe 
dinner on must days is tolerably good. Bnt good or 
b&d, it soon disappears, and before the I^tst amrals 
have taken their seats, chairs are being pushed buck 
and peraons who got promptly to work are walking 
away satisfietL AmericaDs, being of a restless energetic 
disposition, are anxious to get through with whaterer 
tliey begin, and certainly eat too fast. Why sbonld 
a man bolt his food that he may enjoy the post- 
prandial repose of a rocking-chair in tbe verandal) 
five minutes sooner ? Yet this is done by my fellow- 
lodgers at the hotel, especially by the least ocoopied 
amongst them, and, though they drink only water at 
dinner, they " licker " more than once during the 
afternoon. Our supper-time is six, when tea and 
coffee are taken, with beef-steak or mutton-chop to 
give the meal solidity. No consciousness of that im- 
pending gong which is to rouse us next morning 
seems to hasten a retirement for the night. The 
guests smoke and play billiards, lounge at the bar or 
sit at the piano in the drawing-room, until ten or 
eleven o'clock ; then there is the noise and boBtle of 
arrivals by a midnight train ; after which all is quiet, 
and an allowance of about one mosquito a bead gives 
tho guests an excuse for looking curiously in tbeir 
glatues next morning. 

'riioae citizens of Cleveland who decline to pay 
two dollars an hour for cab-hire are not obliged to go 
foot. They have street horse-cars, which take 
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them east or west at the moderate charge of six cents, 
and the omnibus line which delivers passengers and 
baggage anywhere within the city limits for fifty 
cents a head. I had found nothing so civilized as 
this omnibus line at New York, where a stranger 
must either send his baggage by " express " (parcels 
delivery) and walk to his destination, or pay the de- 
mands of the '' hackmen." Americans still affect to 
believe in some remote traditions which hang about 
their cities of hackmen who have been summoned 
for an overcharge; but I never could discover at 
what point, short of a thousand dollars, overcharging 
was considered to begin. More would I on this theme, 
were it not for recollections of our exhibition year 
and of certain Gallic visitors whom I rescued from 
paying six shillings for a lift firom Hyde Park comer 
to Brompton. " There," said the cabman, ironically, 
addressing a police officer who had told him to move 
on, '' that's what comes of showing off that a fellow 
can parlez-vauSy taking his bread from an honest 
man I " Can it be that strangers have as much cause 
to complain in London as in New York ? If so, they 
must pay very dear for their sight-seeing. Also I 
admit that our cabs are vastly inferior to the hack 
carriages commonly seen in America. It is a com- 
fort, if one must be overcharged, to suffer at the 
hands of a being, half swell, half ruffian, who sits 
upon the box of a stylish barouche and drives a well- 
kept pair of horses. Who would not be an American 
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hockman ? He is an aristocrat among labourei^, and 
labourers here are at a premium. 

I wished to secure quieter lodging than the hotel 
already described could afford. Some recommended 
trying a fresh hotel, which might liave been just a 
noisy aa the first, others with more plausibility sag- 
gested that I should board. But Cleveland was ov«v 
flowing with inhabilants who had nowhere to llTC^ 
and the difficulty of procuring such accommodatioa 
was very great. 

Board in America represents a much wider field of 
speculation than the word implies to English readers. 
We have a well understood system of furnished 
apartments in every town and village. At watering 
places such apartments stand in dreary tenantlen 
rows during the off-season, and are crammed with 
lodgers when the watering-place harvest begins. It 
is specially stipulated in the leases of some London 
squares that rooms shall not be sub-let, whilst whole 
streets in quiet neighbourhoods have cards at tlieir 
windows wliich announce lodgings. So in it with os; 
the thing has become a Britisli institution, and may 
be proudly reckoned, along vtith hansom cabs, as on« 
of England's claims to be considered tlie most civilised 
nation in the world. Though America can I 
many commercial triumphs, she is behind us in re- 
gard to lodgings. Look at it as you will, board ia a 
poor substitute for the luxury of having your own 
sitting-room aud bed-room, your own decreaang 
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ponnd of tea and leg of mutton, and that obliging 
maid-of-all-work whose tumbles down back-ataira with 
willow-pattern crockery do not affect the lodger. 
Americans muet either be householderB or stop at 
hotels or board. They have not the class of anxious 
pale-faced mechanics' wives, voracious widows, and 
decayed gentlewomen, to supply them with respect- 
able keepers of lodgings. They cannot enjoy s 
marketings, choice suppers, and the cozy exclusive- 
ueas of that sitting-room and bed-room before named. J 
With them, although tliree courses are open to ajiM 
intelligent traveller, he will find hiring a house like* 
^purchasing a stuifed elephant, and stopping at an hotel I 
ledingly noisy. He must board. There is no help ■! 
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Hunting for a comfortable boarding-bouse is but -I 
another form of (be Old English sport known ) 
"lodging hunting" — a sport which has momenta orB 
bright illusion, when the scent becomes very warm, W 
and you are told that there is exactly what you want J 
lund the corner or on the parade, and times of decp.l 
ireEsion, when sleeping in a bathing-machine ap- 1 
to be your onl y prospect. My search for lodging- 1 
m Ohio partook of both these featm'es, and had quaint 
characteristics of ita own. Had board been easily 
obtainable, one miglit have foregone without a murmur 
the stately secluaion of the English parlour and bed- 
room. But such was far from being the case at the-J 
iod of my search. 
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The first attempt was at a bouse id street, 

which looked somewhat shabby, but bad a sabstuitial 
long-establiehed appearance. I mng at the door, 
and a girl with dishevelled hair bounced oat to know 
what I wished. To the mild enqaiiy, " Do you take 
weekly boarders?" she replied, "All right! Come 
aloug in ;" and bounced away without further parley. 
My entrance remained unnoticed for several minutes, 
until at last an aged female tottered forth From 
regions amelling strongly of dinner, and thos apos- 
trophized me, " Ate you the young man that wae to 
have a share of a room ?" A consciousneeis that I mu 
not this young man of moderate aspiration held me 
dumb, and she added quickly, " There's only a aban 
of a room to be had, but it's got two beds in it, and 
the other lads sleep together, so yon'd be by yourself 
till we get crowded." I muttered something about 
taking time to consider, and retreated from the pre- 
mises. It would have been grossly unfair to deprive 
the unknown youth of that little which he craved. 

My next attempt was at a dwelling of more pre- 
tension, on the opposite side of the square. Ring- 
ing gently, I remained witliout answer, but a bard 
pull brought the dingiest of helps to ask almost 
fiercely, "What is it?" " The human nonde- 
script!" I felt inclined to say, remembermg Bamum, 
but contented myself with a question about board. 
" Mrs. Gilberts," cried the help, throwing her voicv 
towards the first floor, " Here's a ma 
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board." With that the help vanished and her em- 
ployer descended to receive me. Oar colloquy was 
brief. Every detail had been satisfactorily arranged, 
and I felt that the hunt was drawing to a close, 
when the lady of the house remarked, " Guess you'll 
be coming round again in a week or two." 

" How so, ma'am ? 1 wish to remain here now." 

" Yes," said she reflectively ; " thought you did ; 
but the fact ia we are filled up for a week for 
certain." 

My hunt was unBUccessful, and a fresh scent had to 
be followed. 

Boarding-house Na 3 was intensely respectable 
inside and out. No crowding together of boarders, 
old or young, no impotent conclusion to a discussion 
of details. I mounted a flight of stone steps leading 
to the door of this neat abode. I was ushered in 
with politeness by a young lady whose hair was moat 
rareftilly dressed, and a group of comfortable-looking 
children peeped at me over the bannisters. Pre- 
sently the mistress came. What f\ pleasant smile 
she had! It would be juat the place in which to 
4eel at home. My stereotyped question ia put, and 
liapelled in an instant, 
rou take boarders, ma'am ?" 
I, sir, we did, but we don't. Our rooms are 

1 wanted by the family." 

Thns baffled, I repaired to Mr. Pai'eoas, who is 
ssident of the St. George's Benevolent Society, 
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founded in Clereland for helping disti ca g p i l En^aA 
emigrants. To him I slated my difficoltf, and ht 
advised me to advertise in the local papers; 

'' Every one in this coontry make theb wmntt 
known through the press," Baid he. " An adrertite- 
ment will cost you very little and is sore to bring 
you plenty of answers if you name a high rate of 
payment." So I went to the offices of the ' Clerelaitd 
Herald,' the ' Lender,' and the ' Plain Dealer,' adtsd 
what wonld be more than is generally giv^i, then 
put in my notice, and waited, as might a oimspitator 
who has fired a mine, for the explosion of boardhi^ 
house feeling which a good offer would produce. 

Twice I walked across the square past Commodcve 
Perry's statue, and entered the Post Office, seekEng 
answers to X. Y. Z. No answers came, I tried agsin. 
and the clerk appeared at his window with three eo- 
velopea directed to those mysterious initials. X. Y. Z. 
was hereby informed, that he and "his party," might 
" find board by applying at the above address." His 
party, it should be explained, consisted of two frieods 
who were travelling with him, and who have re- 
quested not to be further particnlarized. Thos fur- 
nished with a clue to what he sought, X. Y. Z. was 
soon established in a pleasant cottage near the lioe 
of horse-ears, a white-painted cottage, built of wood 
like all its neighbours, with green shutters and a 
grape-covered verandah. There was a street in frost, 
that hart sliady walks on either side, and there were 



gardens round other white-painted cottages which 
flanked our little domain. Ours, I say, because we 
felt so much at home as we sat in the verandah with 
bunches of grapes hanging overhead, and belike a 
rustic tea spread before us. Advertising had an- 
swered well iu our case. The outer world might 
hunt for board and dismally bewail Cleveland's 
crowded condition, but X. Y. Z. and party, like bo 
many proverbial bullets, had found their billeta 
beyond a doubt 

A stay of several weeks in the Forest City en- 
ables me to assert with confideuco that its chief 
social characteristic was weddings. They took place 
in cliureh or iu the bride's home, according to cir- 
cumstances, but weddings there were every day. 
Boys returned &om the army got married before 
starting in civil life ; and, as if to symbolize American 
politics, the long engagement was followed by the 
happy union. We thought nothing of being told by 
a friend who slipped away from the tea-table at seven 
or eight o'clock, " I am just going round to So and 
8o"s wedding," The remarkable statement would 
have been, "No one to be married to-day," There 
was hope and confidence all around, settlements were 
little thought of, nor did any bridegroom seem 
apprehensive of fiudiug it difficult to support a family. 
The nation was going right ahead, so why not its 
component parts? Plenty of elbow-room could be 
I fonitd in Dakotah, if everything else failed, and then 
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CleveliUid itself had to equal Buffalo in size, bo iatf 
thousand more inhabitants were wanted. I>id t» 
objector to matrimony upon prudential grounda efr 
quire where bouse accommodation could be had, the 
bridegroom might point to many a wooden resideooe 
iin rollers travelling from one location to another. 
We can scarcely realize house moving on such b 
scale. Fancy 85 Fleet Street or any other great 
man's dwelling going oS to the sea-aide in the begiit- 
ning of AngiiBt. At Cleveland they could take whola 
streets out of town without injury to the papering 
on inside walls, for these houses stick together ai 
closely as Peggoty's boat upon the Yarmouth beacL 
When 1 was shown over the Home for Aged 
belonging to Trinity Church (episcopal), Iwasstu^ 
prised to hear that they had bought the dwelling at 
some distance from where it now stands and had 
conveyed it intact to its present site. That sara* 
day a little corner house, which I had often ootioed 
on account of its neglected garden, disappeared from 
tlie comer and went — we knew not whither I 

The city was to experience a State electiou, tad 
party feeling ran high, if one might judge by new- 
paper comments. 

Dok't let theh votb. 

Evurj dr.irt Bbedtbldler and deserter, who bos sneaked Uuk O 
Ilia honio sinm the war closed, will try to amuggle a 
vuW inio the ballot-box to-daj. Don't let thciu do it! 

Thus spoke a Uepublican journal, and followed up 



its exhortatioTi by epefifying the classes who were 
excluded under Act of Congress. The Democnttic 
organ was equally deciaivo in ita tone, calling upon 
the people to save their coiintiy from misrule. 
Serious isauea were at stake, and nobody could doubt 
tbat the politicians were in earnest. But what fol- 
lowed? A riot, leading to broken heads? An ill- 
treating of policemen, and calling out of military ? 
Not at all. The election went off with perfect 
tranquillity. I saw only one hack-carriage adorned 
with some inscription in the style familiar to us as 
"Vote for Smith. He is the people's friend!" and 
one or two placards about Itepublican mass-meetings. 
Perhaps, though politicians spoke warmly, the voters 
felt that both parties being eager to endorse Pre- 
sident Johnson's reconstruction, it was not worth 
while to get excited over the question of which men 
should be in office. But 1 attribute great virtue to 
a law of the State of Ohio which forbids the sale of 
intoxicating drinks within the said State upon au 
election day. By this low, any person who shall sell 
or barter "spirituous, vinous, or malt liquors" during 
elections, shall be fined not less than five dollars and 
be imprisoned in the county jail for a period not 
exceeding ten days. What more can be said ? An 
election without beer is quieter tlian a vestry- 
meeting. 

Public hospitality is well understood in America. 
^He people may deprive themselves of beer when 
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they think such a course expedient, but they knov 
how to give their friends champagne at a time ei 
feasting. When our Prince travelled throagh ihe 
States he was magnificently received, but he, beiii|; 
a Prince, would have met with such reception in moet 
other countries. The striking point of American hos- 
pitality is its extension to all sorte of homoKselebrities 
and to representative men from abroad. The Cham- 
ber of Commerce of one city is entertained by the 
Chamber of Commerce of another. Volunteer fir*- 
companies exchange visits, so do regiments of State 
militia. Anybody who has a claim of fellow-feeling 
upon somebody else partakes of that somebody else's 
good cheer aud gives his own in return. It is 
though our Inns of Court organized a treat for the 
Scotch Advocates, sent a deputation to meet them 
on their arrival in London, chartered omnibuses to 
take them to the Crystal Palace, gave them a ban- 
quet in each of our diuing-halls, and escorted them on 
their return as far as Berwick, witli a detachment of 
the I. C. K. V. In due course of time we ehonld be 
entertained at Edinburgh, shown something of tlie 
Highlands, and welcomed with a monster pic-nio oa 
Loch Katrine. You may smijo, reader, at Om 
translation of American hospitality to our grave 
atmosphere ; but such entertainments are usefbl 
anywhere, and especially in a vast country where 
they bring men together whose homes and centres 
of interest may lie twelve hundred miles apart. 



THE FOEEST CITY, 

To foreigners this American welcome is coi 
Btantly extended, though eometimes, I fear, without 
Bnfficient reciprocity. Japanese and Tunisian em- 
bassies are made the gueats of the people as much aB 
bf the Government. Mr. Cobden, whon he travelled 
Sirongh the States, was told by hotel-keepers and 
railway clerks that he had nothing to pay; and, 
nore recently, a party of Englishmen connected witli 
railway enterprise were regally feted in the principal 
American cities. I saw something of their reception 
; Cleveland, accompanying them thence upon a 

ttion of their trip, and it struck me that to be 
k public gnest was a most agreeable incident in any 
man's career. The qualities required to sustain this 
iharacter with credit, are indifference to fatigue, 
itrODg digestion, and unlimited power of ham 
taking. 

There was a banquet at the Weddell House, 
steamer ready to take the visitors for an excursion 
On the Lake, and carriages in attendance to convey 
them to places of interest in Cleveland, At the 
banquet we had speeches friendly to England, as 
also to the Atlantic and Great Western Railway 
which was a beneficial result of English capital 
brought home to Ohio. Loyal and patriotic toasts 
were honoured standing, soimd commercial sentiments 
were received with loud applause, and it appeared as 
though every one present had resolved that John and 
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J(»mtlian should fona a partneiship fiir '^wliipping 
creation." 

Looking down the jittering table and thinlriBg 
of the city which sarronnded ns, the Coimecticat 
Land Company and Greneral Cleayeland's party of 
explorers seemed a yery old story. Only seventy 
years, did yon say, sir, since the Greneral foond one 
log cabin on Cayahoga Biyer? This is, indeed, a 
progressive country ! 
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CHAPTER XYIT. 

PETEOLEUM AT HIS HEAD QCAETEB8. 



L mnddy esplomtion — A flowing well - 



RORTH-WESTERN Pennsylvania bids fair to become 
the wealthiest section not only of this State but of 
the whole Union. Gold itself ean Bcaroely compete 
with mineral oil as a way to riches, for gold must be 
sifted from sand or crushed out of quarts, whilst 
petroleum wiU often bubble up to the surface un- 
aided and fill as many barrels as can be got ready 
to receive it. This mineral-oil business dates its 
existence within six years, Pennsylvanian farmers 
who were worth a few liundred dollars have now as 
many hundred thousand, and speculators have made 
fortunes, " smashed up," started again, and grown 
rich a second time, since Abraham Lincoln was first 
elected President. We have leamt by King Cotton's 
overthrow not to dub any article of commerce too 
promptly with the royal title ; but petroleiun will 
ainly persuade men that oil is king if he flo 
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on much longer. I had seen a mere outpoBt IB 
Enniskillen, the monarch's head quarters are in Fesn^ 
eylTania. Here he holds high court, pours wmIHi 
into the hands of his courtiers one day and btUM 
them to cinders the next. Sixteen millions sterling 
is the annual value of the yield of oil in this r^on, 
whilst accidents from the ignition of gas occur with 
terrible frequency. 

Meadville had been excited by the visit of Rn gHwh 
railway capitalists. Its inhabitants had enjoyed an 
iUnmination of the hotel-garden and a display of 
fireworks, with such further gratification as might be 
derived from knowing that a select sBsemblage was 
dancing in the railway reireshment room. Even 
amongst Eepublicans it is well to be of the select 
few for whom floors are waxed and suppers are 
prepared. And Mead>-ille had subsided into its ordi- 
nary business-trim when I took the branch line tor 
Franklin, meaning to pay my respects to Petroleum. 

There was heavy rain, whicli promised badly for 
the condition of the roads along Oil Creek, and as 
old gentleman of florid complexion and double chin 
favoured me with many gloomy prognostics. 

" Sir," he cried, " when it rains like this on the 
Venango — French Creek you see, commonly speak- 
ing, but Venango the proper name — when it ntioa 
like this, sir, down here, depend on it there's much 
worse weather up among the derricks. Ever saen 
an oil-derrick ? " 
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1 1 told him of my Enniskilleii experience, and be 
elated the adventures of a former trip to Pithole, in 
which mud played a conspicuous part. 

" If Oil City is as dirty as it was when I went 
there before," said be, " dam'd if you catch me out I 
of sight of the care." 

This old gentleman was a Democrat in politics, as ] 
he presently announced, adding that he rose at five I 
every morning and had found no Republican who ] 
joald " beat him at that." 
■ "How about negro auffrage?" said I, wiehing to i 
nor more. 

I'The old gentleman choked with indignation. 
"Call a coloured man my equal I" he exclaimed. 
)ap can't do it, and Abohtionists shan't!" 
ft^hen he went over some threadbare arguments 
T slavery, and afterwards mentioned three or four 
■rteys whom be had known to possess flrst-rate 
telltgence. 

i"But they were exceptions, sir. Once let the ] 
: tbink he's to be your equal, and you'll 1 
1 exceptions increasing in number. They'll all ' 

jto to learning and be d d to them!" 

I'SeeiDg some young soldiers a few seata in front of J 
\who laughed at what be said, my elderly Demo- 
(b administered^ a blow to their self-esteem. 
"Sad thing, sir, this war." 

"Yes, indeed, for those who have lost friends or 
Utives." 
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"Wal, I lost both, and what seema hardest u. 
that while so many fine hoja ha^e been killed, all the 
neelees cnases have got safe home agaia I " 

Oil Creek is a tiibatary of the Alleghany Riter. 
Oil City stands at the junction of these streams, and 
a ehort Use, which ntos by the riTer-side, connects 
Oil City with the Fraaklia Inanch of the Atlantic 
and Great Western Railmiy. Now you liave geo- 
graphical data that will enable you to find Bis 
Unctuons Majesty, Take a ticket at New York, per 
A. & G. W. R^ travel aboat five hundred miles via 
Salamanca and MeadviUe, and expect to be knee- 
deep in mud at the end of your jonmey. It is, 
perhaps, sometimes baked dry or frozen hard, but, 
as I saw it. Oil City was smeared with mud from top 
to toe. Not a common mixture was this of earth 
and water that may be brushed off next mnming, 
but such mud as will require benzine to take the 
stain out of your clothes. People splashed through 
it recklessly or skipped from stone to stone, hoping 
to preserve a decent exterior. No matter which 
course they adopted, mud left its traces upon them. 
Yet there was more wealth hereabout than near 
many a well-drained promenade. 

The Seneca Indians long ago discovered that Oil 
Creek was a peculiar stream. Every year the medi* 
cine-men skimmed petroleum from its surface and 
inaugurated a feast by kindling the sacred Qa]D& 
Even when the Indians were removed to their re- 
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served lands in New York State tliey continued to 
make excuraiona to the Creek for the purpose of 
enjoying a Great Medicine. No one noticed this 
custom, save as a curious specimen of native super- 
stition. Time passed on, a scanty agricultural popu- 
lation occupied the Seneca hunting -gi-oimd, and 
steamboats from Pittsburg occaaionally came thus . 
far up the Alleghany. Then rock oil was found to 
have a market value. Wells were sunk, towns arose 
as if by magic, and, when the Indians returned in 
18(i2 to have another feast, they were so disgusted 
at what had been done that they declared this to 
be their last visit. Three years must have increased 
the mud and the derricks. Medieiue-men wading 
in the Creek would now have been knocked over by 
long shallow barges laden witli barrels of petroleum, 
and chiefs who remained upon the shore would have 
been in danger from waggon-loads of the same 
jirecious liquid. Three dollars a barrel for freight 
from Pithola to the railway was enough to hiing a 
tiiousaiid teams into the service. Waggon-wheela 
sunk deeper into ruts at every journey, yet no one 
repaired the road. If a man of enterprise did fill up 
some profoundly inconvenient hole, he remained near 
his handiwork asking contributions from passing 



What a roa^ it was from Oil City to Pithole, and 
what a journey by the Pitliole stage ! 1 started on an 
"express line," so Cidled, with tivelve bcue-brcabiiig 
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miles before me. The city was traversed at a fixi^ 
pace, and several complete blockades, caoaed by entp^ 
waggons going one way and full waggons comii^ Uk 
other way, jirovokingly delayed us. There waa nin 
which soaked the passengers, and mud which impeded 
the horses. Poor brutes, they had the worst of it 
after all ! .Such steep pitches to ascend ! Sach rata 
fo dri^ IIS out of I Now we turned impossible conuas 
among stumps and derricks, and now took to tlifl 
bed of the Creek. Barges drifted past us and threat- 
ened collision with our stage-waggon, their nine-indi 
draft enabling them to navigate the channel throng 
which we splashed. Darkness came on. The ol^ 
staclea which had been sufGciently serious by day- 
light grew still more formidable, and we were ^ad 
tfl halt for the night at Cherry Run Hotel, four mflep 
from Oil City. 

A snug tavern this, where supper waa laid to gTMt 
the hungry passengers by the stage, and in which 
not only neivspapers but billiard-tables were provided 
for the amusement of the guests. The billiard-table 
is an imfailing accompaninient to American hotel-Ufe, 
from the large establishment that has ten or a dozen 
boards of green cloth to its hiimble imitator with one 
wom-ont table. 1 met a gentleman at Cherry BaD 
well acquainted with its neighbourhooii, who in' 
formed me of two murders and half-a-dozen robberies 
lately committed upon the road to Pithole. 

" Don't go through the woods alone," 
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"unless you aire armed, for many men loaf round: 
who have been ruined by speculation and grown 
kinder desperate. They might ease you of your 
money, if not of ybur life." 

A cheerful prospect truly for any would-be pedes- 
trian, but I thanked my informant, and told him 
proudly that I had a ticket to Pithole by the stage. 

The well-acquainted one smiled. " Guess you'll 
find the road above here pretty hard to travel, sir, 
and let me advise you to watch the motions of the 
driver, and hold on when he does. There aire some 
big places that might jerk a man out of the sti^ 
and hurt him." 

He was right. There were some big places. At 
6fty yards from the hotel-door we plunged through 
an oily pool so steep-sided as to threaten a capsize, 
end over. Then appeared chasms to right and left, 
which made the stage lie down like a sailing-boat in 
a squall. We crossed a bridge of slimy logs with 
chinks three inches wide between them, and wallowed 
in tracts of mud that would have received a young 
hippopotamus and concealed him from sight. A rail- 
way was being made through the valley, and future 
traveIlei-3 may pass swiftly by Cherry Run. Not so 
the stage in which I rode. Wo dwelt long upon each 
view of the tree-covered hills, and crept with seeming 
reluctance towards fresh scenes of interest. Derricks 
Btood beside the Run, and were thickly planted on 
every available spot. Sueeesses and failures could be 
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seen at a glance upon one and the same luJf m iv 
weutber-beaten ereittJons left to rot over tutkm 
wellB, or frameworks kept in good repair, with lam- 
ming oil tanks near them and engines abgtJBf 
pumping. Thorci were barrels just filled being mDtil 
into waggons, and otbera waiting for Uidr tma. 
Thore were teams of weary cattle stminit^ down die 
valluy witli completed loads, and teams scarce nam 
fortunate struggling upward to take their <»rgoaaB 
board ; all covered with mud. which looked vnn 
muddier in this morning's bright sunshine than it 
had during last night's rain. I was glad, lor Ou 
horses' sakes, to bear that, besides the railirajr soon 
to be finished, some wealthy oil-ownere were layii^ 
down pipes between tlieir tanks and the moatb oT 
the creek. 

Ab we advanced there were fewer derricks to be 
seen, tben only a well here and there, and thea tie 
wood became picturesque enough to iiispiro thoughts 
uf gipsyiug. We stopped at a village called Plumer, 
where the coachmau repaired his harness which had 
been damaged en rtnde. Here we were baUa.itad 
with two ponderous trunks containing theatrical |W0- 
jjorties for I'ithole, and here I perceived bow great a 
mistake I had made iu not hiring a saddle-horse for 
the day instead of trusting to the stage. My well- 
ucquuint«d friend, having taken his time over brt«k- 
fast, and probably smoked a couple of cigars befbm 
starting, cantered by as we were leaving Plumur, 
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with the inquiry, "Hard road, sir, ain't it?" Then 
he added, over his shoulder, "Told yew to expect 
some big places." The journey was again through 
wooded scenery, among oak trees that would have 
graced an English park, and quagmires rendered 
passable hy logs and branches. Our driver cared 
nothing for stumps, but ran against them with edify- 
ing calmness, or, turning aside to avoid an apparently 
bottomless rat, would guide the stage straight on to* 
sturdy sapUngs, which bent beneath us, brushed 
along the bottom, and sprang up behind as though 
they were accustomed to such treatment. We passed 
the highest point upon our road, and, after a few 
more excruciating jolta, reached the crest of the hill 
overlooking Pithole Sun. 

Was it a city or a camp spread out below us? To 
the left of that dark group of pine trees upon some 
rising ground in the centre of the valley, were huts 
and houses of uupaiuted deal, tents and sheds, horses 
and waggons, with men hurrying busily to and fro, 
as if some largo army had just taken up a new posi- 
tion. The breeze did not flutter a liundred streamers, 
but it brought an odour of petroleum dear to specu- 
lators in oil. Wo were gazing ou a city of three 
months' growth, yet which now possessed two theatres, 
and twenty hotels, with an income of fifty thousand 
dollars a day, and a population already computed at 
eight thousand. When Gludiateur wou th« Derby 
B unkuown to fume, and when he won the 
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8t. Leget a half-acre lot on Pithole Kun conH be 
Bold for eighty thousand dollars. EnDiskillen was 
cliild's play to this carnival of speculation. Has 
rame from all parte of the country, if only to ne 
others growing bo marvellously rich. Oil dmes 
were dealt iu by merchants and artisans, by rowdin 
and theological students. Some must have profited 
by such dealing, whilst those who burnt their Sngfof 
at the game quickly vanislied into outer oUlesaoen. 
I doubt whether any but trained foot-pads took to 
the road to retrieve their fortunes, though it is certain 
that crimes of violence occurred nearly every day, 
and that revolvers were carried for self-defence by 
tlie most peaceable-looking persona. 

To prevent confusion the oil wells are nombered, 
and, although some have proper names in addition to 
their numbers, it is by these last that they are gene- 
rally known. Well " 54 " was an object of atteutioD 
to every visitor at Pithole. Happy might Jonathan 
consider himself in receiving the tax of a dollar p« 
barrel on crude petroleum ! Happier the proprieton 
of "54" who coatd realize five dollars per battti 
aft«r such i&s. had been paid I No pump w&a ne- 
cessary in working this splendid possession. Aa « 
jealous neighbour phrased it, " they had only to stand 
clear and let the critter work itstlt" " 54 " did not 
How, that would be too mOd a term, it spouted ofl at 
the rate of fifteen hundred barrels a day. Them w« 
more fencing in and a greater show of tankage abont 
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the wells on Pitbole Run than about any whieii I 
had yet seen. Huge tanks, like brewere' vats, sur- 
rounded " 54." They were encJosed by palings and 
roofed over to guard them from ignition. Tet not 
many hours after my departure a stray spark caused 
the destruction of several thousand barrels in a con- 
flagration that threatened to scorch up the newly- 
bnilt city. This ia, however, going on too fast. I 
must return to what I observed of the tanks while 
they were as yet unburned and ask you to ac- 
company me. 

From Pithole City to the ' Eun was but a step, 
though a step that required discretion in the taking. 
Here was a critical passage from one dry patch to 
another, with mud oozing round the logs on which 
I trod. Then came a stump to afford momentary rest. 
Sometimes a waggon blocked in the line of teams 
served as a bridge to cross very bad places. How 
slowly those waggons moved ! Yet they each carried 
but five forty-gallon barrels, which, allowing for dif- 
ference of weight between oil and water, would make 
tlie waggon-load little more than half a ton, driver 
included — certes, a load that a pair of horses would 
draw upon good roads witliout knowing that they 
had anything behind them. In Oildom the said pair 
of horses must tug with energy before they can move 
forward a single foot. 

At length I reached the slimy entrance of No, 
and found that strangers were throngmg to 
Q 2 
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see the "fifteen hundred barrel well." All new 
arrivals were queatiooed by a man who guarded the 
bottom of the stairs, as to whether they had matches 
about them. This muHt have occasioned a shocking 
amount of prevarication, since all seemed to jaa 
on though nine out of ten were smokers. Beyond 
this too courteous guardian was an ascent of wooden 
stairs, slimy from contact with Pithole boots, and 
then a platform between two large tants. The k^ 
for so it appeared, in which we stood, was filled witb 
gas. There was a nobe as if the hose of a fire-ei^iiie 
at full work had been turned upon the left-hand 
tank. That iron pipe, pointed downwards close lo 
the bubbling surface, splutters forth petroleum at iha 
rate of forty gallons a minute, and much more ihaa 
forty gallons of liquid, for there is water mixed with 
the oil when first it comes. But as such an alliance 
cannot long continue, means of speedy separation are 
provided. Whilst the water sinks down and drains 
away from the lower portion of the tank, the oil ruM 
out at a higher level and gui^Ies into another vat- 
like receptacle. Here is pure rock oil, looking daric 
and thick — the best cure in the world for bruises 
or sprains, and, if outwardly applied, for sore throat 

" What sum should I a^ to induce me to ewim 
across the tank?" 

■' Stranger, you airo joking. No swimmer oould 
keep himself afloat for three strokes oq petroleum. 
It would cure all his ailments, viowed as ailmraits, 
but it would extinguish the individual." 
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P.Jonatbaa and the owners do not trouble their 
1 Rbout miraculous oil cures, nor will we. No. i 
is worth a long journey to see, without any i 
tought of rubbing our throats with jMtroleum or j 
ping our limbe in the tank. 

'. have spoken of artesian well-boring and briefly ] 
icribeii a derrick in the chapter called " Oily ] 
mislrillen." No material difference exists between 

dian and Pennsylvanian Oildom. Both rely on ' 
inual skill for giving the twist to the descending 
, on squarely-framed wooden derricks, and on 
hies of an average ten horse-power. The Penn- 
gylvanian business is far greater in extent than, but 
bears a family likeness^ tfl, what goes forward in 
Canada. Thus thinking, and having said as much 
about bad roads and mud as will satisfy most readers 
that Fithole was by no meaus accessible to glass J 
coaches, I feel at liberty to quit the Bun without I 
further adieu, though other wells were visited besides ] 
No. 54, and more perilous scrambles over mud* 
chasms were effected. 

I met a gentleman who tested oil in the palm of I 
his hand with a rub and a soiff. "Ah, ha!" said 
be ; " Good ! very good 1 but there's better near 
Franklin." Then fortune threw in my way a party 
of pleasant jovial fellows from the Blood Farm dis- 
trict. We became friends, and they insisted on my ■ 
dining with them at an hotel which was being roofed I 
ing our repast. "Repaired?" you suggest, will- I 
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ing to give me a chance of retractation, Xo, render; 
it was being roofed. But that was nothing at Kt* 
holo. Men traded in unfinished stores and slept in 
uoiiniBhed bed-rooniB. They ate well-roasted meat, 
it 13 true ; but spraug away to speculate before they 
had jinished their meals. Telegraphs were conatuidy 
worked — opposition lines, tliey told me, which ore 
always a great blessing and secure punctual]^. 
Messengers rushed to and fro. A million of doUan 
miglit be made or last in half an hour. Can ytn 
wonder that Pithole was extravagant ? As I motmted 
the horse on which my jovial friends liad resolved 
that I should ride with them, a newsboy ran past 
with the announcement that oil was " held at rix 
dollars ! " lis price had an upward tendency, H 
all admitted, and Fithole might be richer than ever 
without any increase to the yield of her wella. How 
tilings had changed since the prodace of Taf Fum, 
on Oil Creek, was sold at twenty-five cento a bamll 
A flowing well which yielded three thousand bands 
a day at that price was then thought highly re- 
munerative. Men lived to grow wiser. The well in 
question — at Tar Farm remember, not at Pitliolfr— 
would now be worth an enormous sum ; but — it bu 
ceased to flow, Pithole, beware I 

We rode merrily through the woods, oar honei 
piclving their way like squirrels among logs and 
stumps. My companions laughed at the notion of 
lurking foot-pads, though they coufcssed to carrrii^ 
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tols, ready loaded, in their pocketa. Over the 

btral ridga of the oil region we went and down by a 

iresque country track, innocent of waggon wheels, 

the shore of the Creek, a little above the junction 

Iny old acquaintance and Cherry Run. We were 
more among derricks, brimming tanks, and 

How barges ; the hills on either side lookingjuatas 
jT did when this was all a Beneca hunting-ground, 

i the valley as few valleys ever have looked. It 
laght bave been a coal-mining district, but that no ' 
black heaps were to be seen ; or a region of manufac- 
tniing activity. Only, where was the smoke ? 

After spending an agreeable evening with my 
friende at their quarters on Blood Farm and 
enjoying a night's rest under their hospitable roof, I 
strolled up Oil Creek, past Petroleum Centre, to 
Shafer railway station. Thence I took the cars for 
Tituaviile, and, having seen that ancient city — a place 
dating back before 1860 — I left Oildom behind ma 
But the smell of a naphtha lamp might still bring I 
visions of tank and derrick. 

Keader, you should visit that curious oil region, if 
ever you travel in America. From Titusville to Corry 
is a short railway journey, and at Corry a traveller is 
again on tlje national highway : he can return to New 
Tork with his carpet bag full of oil shares, and cut a 
figure in Wall Street as a man who "knows the 
ropes," or he can go West, as I did, in search of 
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BordtT, my Aatea taken oat in a share of amase- 
taent, tbe oil bvoodit Rira; on my clothes. 

It may comfort those with a yeanung to boreforoil 
in England to reflect npon the fact that petroleum 
of various qnality undeilies not only Canada and the 
United Statee^ bat almost every part of the world. 
I call npoa Btitiah gecJogistB to come forward like 
men and tell us where to go to work. "Britons 
strike home " will have a new dgnification when they 
are striking ofl. Are there no sospicious poob of 
nnotiKMB SQi&ce to be loimd in England ? No crevices 
i^iait bam domestic arrangements whence gM 
escapee ? They say that between shale and limestone 
is the " likelieet place on airth for ile." Have we not 
slial'e and limestone in onr very midst ? I do not eay 
that we have, but I demand a full investigation by 
competent persons, and I give this dark hint for the 
benefit of all concerned. Where there is connel coal, 
there might, with equal propriety, be derricka Let 
me, however, caution my reader against beiog 
deceived into ptirchasing " oil land " merely becson 
such territory should smell of npeet naphtha lamps. 
Two Yankees, who thought themselvee 'cute, came to 
au old Pennsylvanean and asked for how much he 
would part with a certain field of his. They had 
been sniffing around and had discovered such a strong 
" show of oil," that it was a relief to them when tbe 
farmer named as his price only four times the nine 
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of the field. With eager haste the money was paid, 
and in a little time these artful speculators had sunk 
a well five hundred feet deep. No petroleum re- 
warded their enterprise, and there was nothing to 
encourage them but surface indications at one 
particular spot. "How do you get along, gentlemen ?" 
said the farmer meeting his new neighbours. They 
replied that they had pumped up nothing but water 
from the well, though there was a very likely place 
on their lot near the big stump by the comer of the 
road. " Why," exclaimed the farmer, " I really think 
that must be jist where my boy broke a pitcher of ile 
he was bringing home." 
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CHAPTER XVIIL 



THE BORDBB-LASD. 



Commerce and CaUtnba. 

In the bright October weather, when a wh 
of " reconstruction " had passed over America, 1 
stood upon slave-soil and looked across the Ohia 
at Cincinnati — upon slave-soil, strange as it mi^it 
seem, for Kentucky had temporized between Nortk 
and South, had never formally seceded, and was not 
affected by Lincoln's famous proclamation. The first 
cause uf oil the national troubles here lingered, 
tenacious to tlie last, leading to foolish conflidA of 
civil and military authority, wlule peaceable citizens 
were robbed with impunity and government officers 
were " bushwhacked." General Palmer, the Federal 
commandant, had caused deep oflenee by granting 
passports to coloured people, and Kentucky was slow 
to comprehend a change which South Carolina, 
after fighting bravely for her supposed rights, had 
been forced to acknowledge. At the verj' time of 
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ihicb I speak, the Palmetto State aaeembled is^ 
inventioo was declaring slavery abolished, while I 
Eflntucky petitioned against General Palmer for | 
acting as though the domestic institution could not -I 
revive within his districi 

On one side of the river there was trouble and I 
contention, neutrality claiming its reward and being ] 
met with tlie small thanks which neutrals usually | 
receive ; on the other side was wealth and industry, 
^^ great city overflowing with all that men most covet, 1 
^Bnd a population that had unanimously supported 1 
^Hbe TTnion cause. At Cincinnati that tide of pros- I 
^^terity which flowed over the Free States, despite J 
their warlike efforts and their heavy debt, seemed to 1 
teach its highest point. Prices were firm, ordera ] 
me more thickly than the workshops could execute 
m, immigrants continued to arrive. The cry was 
r more houses and fresh means of communication^ 
nt beyond Cincinnati the Ohio counties flourished ' 
r peaceful labour. Regiments which came home I 

mustered out were speedily absorbed amongst 
ieir fellow-citizens, so great was the demand for 
me and muscle. If crimes occurred, they were not 
more startling or outrageous than such as are common 
amongst ourselves. Nobody thought of putting a 
) of gold on the highway and hoping that it 
buld not be taken; flrst because gold was but a i 
mly remembered equivalent for greenbacks, and I 
Kondly because human nature will not stand so j 
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severe a test Depend on it there were bfll-men 
concealed hard by, if a puree waa ever safely exposed 
to public cupidity in Merrie Englande. But withont 
exacting any extravagant proof of virtue from Cin- 
cinnati or its free-soil neighbourhood, the place was 
a quiet, well-ordered, specimen of civilized life — of 
civilized life, I say advisedly, as a counterfeit bill was 
there passed upon me and a ragged urchin demanded 
ten cents for cleaning my boots. 

' But Kentucky, with its fruitful climate and variety 
of products, with its blue grass to sustain a capital 
breed of horses and its reputation of raiaing the finest 
men in the country, was not a promising residence 
about October, 1865. Before quitting the pretty 
little town of Covington and crossing by the eteam- 
feny to Cincinnati we will glance over our shoulder 
at what is going on in the neutral State. One item 
of intelligence ia to the effect that a guerilla turned 
Greenwade, with his band of outlaws, has token pa» 
session of a cave in Morgan County, from whidl bd 
sallies forth to rob Unionists and to prevent flu 
collection of taxes. Another gang infests the fi^^ 
lands of Bath and Fleming Counties. 

Here is a specimen of news from Lexington, Ken- 
tucky, at which no one seems surprised : — 

" The troops sent out to Morgan County have 
returned, bringing with them Mr. Geardon, the' U.8 
collector. Captain Johnson reports that on his a{> 
proaeh the guerillas scattered in all directions, but 
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l^t, in the night, be was bushwhacked and bia 
iets driven in." 

We fm-ther learn under the same date that 
Williams "has forbidden the collection of any- 
more United States taxes, and that Mr. Geardon 
says he cannot go back without troops fo protect 
him." There is somewhat of dignity about this 
ViUiams who forbids his country to raise a revenue. 
P is only a pity that such glimpses which amuse a 
pftveller for half an hour, and are perhaps jotted 
wn in hia note-book, cannot be followed up to their I 
r end. When do we have the aatiafaction of '( 
lowing what becomes of the many phantoms ci 

i up before us while the broad newspaper sheet 
les our faces ft-om curious eyes ? After that de- 
pdant, by whom the fine was immediately paid, ' 
left the court with his friends," did he swear to 
9 on no more policemen's heads, to prove him- 
: reformed and full of good? The young lady ■ 

" mysterious disappearance " is stated to have 
-own gloom over the village of Littlehurst may 
never have returned, and the village may be gloomy 
still, but as the daily journals make no further | 
mention of her, and the next edition of ' Lloyd's 
Weekly' knows nothing beyond the fact that she 
disappeared, we arc left for the remainder of our 
days in uncertainty respecting her fate. Modern 
life, telegraph, newspaper life, is full of these 
ramatic cuk-de-sac, these stray threads of human 



Ws addoH hear bow viTthuig ends, 
kat^^ a«t Ifce partipalar page on which 
ft ■ffiMud kM leag nee been tamed orer and 



** For a iTkliMii of tkii^ noleg in East Eentacby 
lie UaioB nea bare Sed." Hue is yet sDother scrap 
«r ae«s frcA haaagUm, and it bears the stamp of 
satioB. Hie Union m^'H are not so 
■ as to At -whUat Geneml Palmer is in com- 
r the Slate lad ham an anar for their pro- 
teetUL Bat tbe Haata^ and Capolet story wbidi 
fiiOows may explaia BDOte d the diawbacka of K- 
maining wlwre yovr t^atrrea are tmpopular or in a 



Two bmilies of Ganard Connty, Kentucky, bad a 
qoairel of long standing, 'n'hether it arose tbroogh 
difference in politMS does not appear. The iiew»- 
p^wx arcDont movly infiHTOs ng that, being thus 
bostilfi^ tbey met at Drake Cn^k Church. It tben 
gires the sequel with blant siinplicity : — 

" Uaa Adams Gred at and woanded Dan. Anderaan, 
who, returning the fire, shot Adams in the arm. 
Then the difBoulty became general, causing a great 
deal of excitement A yoong man named John 
Sims, brother-in-law to Adams, was killed, and yoang 
Mat Anderson was stabbed rery seriously l^ Qniney 
Adams, receiving one wonnd in the right breast, 
another in the 8tomach." 

Sad doings between aeighbonis at the ehmdi- 
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door, and enough to make Williama eeGm a less 
exceptional character than he at first appeared. 
Kentucky may be blessed with a rich soil and a 
warm sun, but these social difficulties and the habit 
of bushwhacking must be got over before settlers, 
with money to invest, will turn aside from their west- 
ward march and brbg free labour to the whilom 
border-land of slavery. Come they will, however, 
though not yet. Kentucky has doubtless bright 
days before her. It is, to take no higher ground, an 
"eligible site for a villa residence." The forest is 
broken by park-like openings and the trees attain a 
stately growt.h. An Englishman who might wish to 
become a stock-raiser, without going so far as Aus- 
tralia, and to live among scenes that would often 
remind him of home, with a climate as soft as that of 
Italy, should do as Mr, Alexander, breeder of so many 
race-horses, has done. He saw, when he settled in 
Kentucky, that its pastures were tavonrable to the 
improvement of stock, and by judiciously importing 
a few choice animals, he became celebrated for the 
excellence of his cattle. Ton cannot converse for 
six sentences about these things with any one on the 
border without hearing of wonderful colts and bulls t 
which Mr. Alexander has sold for long figures. When 
tranquillity is re-established on tliia side of the river, 
there will certainly be an opening for some young 
Caxtons, and no need to go home in search of pretty 
tjroines for their romance. 
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Neither bosbwhackers nor slarea are to bo te&i 
in the streets of Covington- The only noises whidi 
disturb them are nafted across the Ohio, as a murmur 
of voices and a hammering and rattling from work- 
shops, with frequent whistles of locomotive and 
steamboat, show that Cinciuuati is not far away. 
The river is low and we have to descend the shelving 
bank for some distance to reach the ferry boat. A 
huge pier of the unfinished suspension bridge it 
passed, with a group of coloured soldiers, who spring 
up sharply to salute their whita lioutenaut, and we 
pay three cents for three minutes voyage to the 
opposite shore. These sloping river-banks which 
contain a vast l>ody of water in fiood-time resemble 
the sea-beach in their hard stony character. Omni- 
buses, carts, and waggons zig-zag up and down theot, 
80 that, if a stranger stood pondering how the stream, 
Lliat is seven or eight feet deep in early October, can 
have forty feet in mid-chanuel at certain periods of 
the year, he would probably be run over. It is R 
bustling place, where nobody is expected to stand 
still and reflect until he has locked himself into hk 
room at some tavern and is out of harm's way. P(^ 
. maiient wharfage would here be impracticable, owing 
to the great riee and fall of water. The best thing 
tliHt tliey can do is to moor the river-steaniers, stem- 
on, to the bfach, like so many wheiriea, and then pot 
plunks ashore from their bows. 

A battalion of steamboats cloeely wedged 
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to shoulder is drawn up in front of the busiest part 
of Cmeinnati. They are genuine Western river craft, 
with very shallow hulls and light upper decks. All 
have twin gmobe-etacks, one to each side, and all are 
paintod white. The only difference between them, 
except in point of size, is, that some are propelled 
by a pair of paddle-wheels, and others by a single 
wheel fixed at the stern. "Stem-wheelers" rank 
lower than " side-wheelers." It is condemnatory of a 
shop or an hotel to call either " a stern-wheel concern," 
though for navigating small creeks such vessels are 
preferred. They have their sphere of action, and 
should not be despised by the more swift and fashion- 
able side- wheelers. 

Passengers hurry down that sloping beach before 
mentioned to take their places on hoard outward- 
bound packets, or plod slowly up knowing that the 
city will wait for them. Merchandize is conveyed to 
or from the fleet, with plenty of holding back or 
straining forward as the case may be, with cracking 
of drivers' whips and shouts that only horses can 
understand. Now a fresh arrival may be seen upon 
the stream. She goes aliead, drops astern, and, 
after a prudent show of hesitation, runs in among 
the other vessels, putting her nose quietly on the 
beach. Perhaps the new comer takes a decided 
course, and, with one loud whistle of warning, thrusts 
herself into line. But wliichever plan be adopted, 

1 battalion of river craft is strengthened, so tl 
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its losses when ateamera back oat and slip away are 
made good, and there is something lor a. stranger to 
see, come when he will. 

Kead the placards npon a few of these closely 
wedged steamboats, if yon wish to understand what 
inland navigation means at Cincinnati. Here lies a 
vessel taking on board cargo for New Orleans. That 
little stfrn-wbeeler is boimd to Nashville ; her next 
ncigbbour to Pittsburgh ; and the powerful crait be- 
yond is advertised for the Upper Mississippi. They 
conld not any of them ply safely between Ijondoa 
and Margate. Their hulls are only a foot or two 
above the water, and their deck-housea would break 
adrilt in a sea-way, yet these steamers have voyages 
of immense length to perform. Some will travd 
over nearly four thousand miles before they nut 
their noses again on the Cincinnati beach. lUoy 
will pass between desert shores where settkment it 
just beginning, while others are intended to Tint 
comparatively old cities that have noise and Bcnoke 
enough to rival Birmingham ; but none will go ID 
foreign ports, their long jouroeyings will be thmogb 

United States territory ITiere, my ttieai, 

self-introduced upon the river-beach, I iiave heart 
with interest your amphScatiou of this thi>me^ and 
woidil " fly the eagle " for others' benefit, as yoa iian 
Hotvu it before me, did not too loud a floariah of 
trumpets over the "mighty West" here seem inei* 
pedienL It is a wonderful countrj', and yor ivaden 
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shall appreciate tlie feet if they come for enough 
with iia. Aa to doing it justice in a single para- 
graph, or in twenty paragraphs for the matter of 
that, why, we should require large type and notes of 
admiration at every word to satisfy your patriotic 
iustincts. American citizens have done much, but 
they will scarcely claim to be more than the im- 
provers of a region bountifully favoured by nature ; 
and few of tliem would be pleased if, to gratify your 
craving for homage to the West, I should call it, 
with increasing emphasis, "a great, majestic, tre- 
mendous, section." Here the white-headed eagle, if 
he were bodily present, would flap his wings, soar 
above the line of steamers, and perch, it may be, 
upon one of those massive piers which stand ready to 
[tear the strain of a suspension-bridge between Ohio 
i Kentucky. 

■■The Buspension-bridge will be a fine work. Already 
i the stream, not with a regular footway, but 
1 the lightest and giddiest of paths, a mere cob- 
> of rope and wire, that stretches from shore to 
One is reminded of gazing up from the 
fctol Hot Wells during the transition period of 
ion Bridge building, when the towers of Clifton 
wn and Leigh Woods had ceased to be regarded 
Mollies, though our old' acquaintance from Hunger- 
€is yet been triumphantly secured in his 
berth. I cannot push my comparison any 
;her and am almost resolved to withdraw it from 
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notice when I remembef that little more has 
done than to suggest that the first stages of u 
English suspension-hridge resemhle the first stages of 
an American. IVue that both the structares in queS' 
tion are over muddy rivers, hut the Ohio at it deadest 
dry eeason is broader than the Avon when a qninp 
tide ha9 brought thirty feet of water to Cumbeiiutii 
Gates; whde, though there is high ground near Cite 
t;innati, and a circle of hills behind Ck)TingtoQ, Uicn 
is nothing for many miles from these places to equal 
the St. Vincent Eocks. 

It is needless to dwell upon the fact that CincilW' 
nati had advanced in every respect since 1860. AS 
that I could recollect of ray former visit, and oo»- 
pare with what might now be seen, pointed cleoHT 
towards a great increase of wealth. Nothing hid 
grown out of use or been left to get rusty and 
ruinouit. Small houses had raniahed that t&i^ ooM 
might take their place. Immense shop-fronts atanA 
at the passer-by where private residences had tai- 
uerly stood. There was plenty of work iot maiOM 
and carpenters on building in course of oonatnifr 
tion, and people wished that twice as many of BBOb 
artisans would seek employment in the city; tat 
house-rent was very high, indeed, a comfortaUe 
house could scarcely be obtained for any muat^. 
Everything fold of prosperity. Here was a new m3* 
way terminus completed with the luxuries of the b«st 
in Europe, there the maseive buttresses of the sii»- 
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pemioD-bridge built during the war. Merchante on 
'Change had a tlmving, contented look, they were 
doing a heavy business, not only between East and 
West, but with the partially reconstructed South. 
Old Southern customers came to them, and said " We 
have tried secession and failed ; will you let us open 
the connexion again, and let us have goods on time?" 
The South had to be fed and clothed, ite liouses fresh 
furnished, and its farms supplied with agricultural 
implements. There was a high tariff to check Euro- 
pean competition, and Ciueiunati was prepared to 
meet every want of her customers and to supply all 
that could be needed. 

My walks through the city were pleasant, because 
I met smiling, well-to-do, citizens. Those haggard 
desperate faces which flit past us in London or Paris, 
and which are apt to haunt our dreams, had not their 
representatives on the baniis of the Oliio. Passers 
by might be wicked, but they were not starving, and 
^e superabundant villany of New York had not ap- 
parently ti-avelled so far from its beloved Bowery. 
About tlie worst person to be noticed in the street 
was some coarse-featured rowdy, more fighter than 
thief, lounging near a bar-room. The poor had no 
occasion to suffer want if they chose to work, and the 
rich flourished as Dives will almost everywhere if you 
give him a chance. Good luck to such of the class 
as I came across for a hospitable gentlemanly set of 
lows. They were chiefly of Yankee origin and not 
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ashamed to hail from New England. We in the Old 
Country may have a lurking preference for proud 
Virginian blood, but it is your Yankee who bfu 
Rivilized North America, and I hate the afTectatiottof 
f.-ertain dwellers in the Far West who declare empbati- 
(Milly tiiat they are not Yankees. Unless they hare 
recently immigrated from Europe, why this deninl of 
the most thoroughly national type in the eoantry? 
Ask the history of the leading men in any Nortii- 
Westem town, and you will be told that this one came 
from Vermont twenty years ago, or that this other 
was brought by hie fatlierfrom Rhode Island. ITiere 
are Germans who have thriven in their adopted lan^ 
and native bom Englishmen doing well acrosa the 
water. But for successful commerce and bold spena- 
lation, for everything in fact which lias bo wonderfully 
developed the West, " Yankee Doodle " standa 
unrivalled. Soldiers and diplomats were eiipplied in 
great measure by the cultivated families of Yirguiia ; 
whose position more resembled that of our land-owiUDg 
gentry. It was the role of Lancashire, Sheffield, and 
Paisley, that New England played on the natioiul 
stage. A manufacturing career, in which nothing 
came amiss when dollars were to be turoed over, 
fitted New Englauders for their civilizing mission. 
They had a mission, and though Europe has ottoa 
laughed at their inflated talk about " tnaniiert 
destiny," events are justifying that talk every dsy. 
No amount of elegant ease combined with skill in field 
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Sports would have made the Pacific Bailroad a woi 
of the immediate future. Such progress required 
pushing iuatincta of trade. Yes, there is no help 
it, I am drawn by my subject into a worship of stat 
tical greatness. Individually I prefer a gallop with 
the hoimds to being alio^vn over the best cotton-mill 
in existence. But, when we come to tiiink of what 
has made England the country that aho is aod has 
our teeming population, we must give those u 
Bmoky factories and dull counting houses their di 
John has thriven by the same qualities of inventiol 
and perseverance which he is fond of underrating 
Jonatbau. This last, though perhaps a " cuter 
critter" than it is quite well bred to be, has in his 
westward course carried churches aud schools along 
with him aud haa kept Sunday with almost too mm 
severity. The West need uot blush if every on( 
north of Mason and Dixon's line • should be called 
Yankee by foreigners. 

Real estate is the thing to hold in Cincinnati- 
EOt a bad thing anywhere, but here especially pro^ 
fitable. What a feast there would be in Ohio alone 
for conveyancers, did not land registry simplify the 
transfer of real property. Land is constantly being 
Bold, and as constantly rismg in price. First comers, 
f they can but keep their footing, are elevated from 

' The boundary iine between the States of Pennsylva 
ryliuid, BUrveyad in 1766-7 by two English engineersj 5 
bdDison. 
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competence to wealth aa their poBSessions dooble os 
treble in value. Farms near Cincinnati, which might 
have been bought for ten dolhirs an acre within the 
miimory of unmarried ladies, would now fetch two 
hundred dollars an acre or much more if Baitable ta 
building purpoaea. On a hill above the city, colled 
Clifton, many plots of building ground have realised 
amiis that would do credit to Sydenham. There are 
Iiandsome hou:»es in tlib Cincinnati Clifton, wjU) 
gardens splendidly kept and a gatekeeper's lodge 
to some of their carriage entrances. Those whicb 
stand on the crest of the hill overlooking 8priiig 
Grove, have a delightful view across the Mill Creek 
Valley. Spring Grove itself is a model cemetery, laid 
out by a German named Strauss with excellent ta^te, 
and has every variety of surface ; ponds in the lower 
part, sweeping carriage drives on the ascent, and 
little ravines to break its monotony in rear. Tlii* 
cemetery will compare favourably with Greenwood 
or Mount Auburn. It has not bo commanding » 
position as Pere-la-Chaisc, but there is enough about 
Spring Grove to tempt any reasonable person to di«t 
at Cincinnati. He would not seem to be buried out of 
sight, hut merely laid in a pleasure-garden over 
which Herr Strauss watches with fatherly interest 
There are no cumbrous mouumenta to afflict a hovering 
spirit like nightmares ; the management diacourages 
any tiling beyond plain head stones as likely to become 
ruinous, aiid Herr Strauss, whose taste every one 
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lelies on, is coiiHtilted as to each fresh erection. 

I made the place his home, and lives in a pretty^" 

cottage at the cemetery gate. He told me that with 

fonrteen men and three female gardeners, Spring 

Grove — containing nearly three hundred acres — was 

kept in the state in which I saw it G!o reader, when 

you are at Cincinnati, to tho burial ground. Take 

the horse-cara thither, unless a friend drives you ou^:J 

(the cabmen are extortionate, and should not be en-] 

l^^puraged), and enquire on your arrival for Mr, Straus 

^■pocally pronounced " Strorse.") Tell liim that yoi 

^^■e a Btranger in the city, and he will be 

^e^lain all matters appertaining to his garden 

Italy has produced in good years a hundi 
million gallons of wine, and the United States 1 
not yet reached a higher figure than one and a hai 
million gallons. But this branch of industry is stes 
lily developing. With their eager look ahead, 
mericans see themaelvea outgrowing all Europe 
Bfore the year nineteen hundred. They 
jady one vinti^e which has achieved a ni 
sparkling Catawba is thought by many connoisseurs 
better than Champagne, and Catawba lias its head 
quarters round Cincinnati. I was not fortunate i 
my view of the products of the Border-land, 
iwe-stricken waiter did point out Mr. Alexander t 
3 at the hotel, but I missed, by a few hours, seeinj 
■e close of the autumnal race-meeting in whi 
Kentucky horse-flesh was tried. I came a little t 
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early in the season to witnese the great pork 
of Cincinnati — New Yorkers call ite people Porkopo- 
litans — and the grapes in the neiglibourhootl hod 
been destroyed by blight. The grapea Lad been de- 
stroyed ; yet, happily, their cultivators eurvived, ooil 
to visit one of these gave excuse for a pleasant 
excursion out of town. 

Punctual to our a()pointment, my frjead's buggy 
drew up at the hotel door. His horse was tethered 
to a lamp-post or to a ring iu the pavement — each 
fastening does this ingenious people persuade its cattle 
to put up with^ — ^and be came iu search of me. 
Presently we sallied forth together; the bu^y was 
found as it had been left Those shoe-blacts who 
charge ten cents a pair scorn to push themselves 
forward as holdera of your honour's horse. We 
climbed between the high wheels to our seats with 
accustomed difficulty, for getting aboard is the wont 
part of American traps. No whip was needed tu 
obtain a rapid trot from the horse that had sttxid 
80 qaietly. Away we went, across Fourth Street 
and the canal several blocks beyond, and into the 
German quarter, known as " Over the Rhine." " All 
Dutchmen here," said my companion, pointing to 
the frequent inanriptiou, " Wein und Bier Wirtb- 
schaft," and to the German names upon the shop- 
fronts. We turned to our left on leaving the Rhin^ 
land, passed the hne of horse-cars for Spring GtOTe^ 
and, crossing Mill Creek, proceeded by a gentJe 



THE DOBDEH-LASD. 

ascent towards the grape-growing district in wHd 
B!err Werfc has his fiirm. MosquitoB were forgotte 
c a while, the city disappeared behind a curtain o 
ist and smoke, and the air grew cooler as we roa 
the level of a plateau that stretched away beyond 
r sight. Trotting up the ■wide macadamized road, 
jrsed a group of German 8choolK!hildren_ 
■ who ran and shouted after us. One flaxen-haired 

little Gretchen profl'ered me a sugar-plum, as : 
^^lung to the back of the buggy, and then swallowed™ 
H^e morsel herself with a derisive grimace. She had 
^Rridently been "smartened" by contact with Yoong 
America, At the most cumbrous of turnpike portcul- 
lises there was toll to pay for maintaiiiing the road. 
^ We sighted the "Three-Mile House," the "Four- 
ile House," and the "Five-filile House," caravan- 
riea of moderate pretension, where holiday 1 
1 have lager-bier to their heart's content. A littlt 
bore up-hill beyond the "Five-Mile House" t 
me to a snug-looking fann, well situated on 
^ence there was a fine prospect over vineyards anal 
rchards towards the city. 

' It was just cool enough to be pleasant, and th^ 
©rening light threw a mellow effect upon the scene. 
Two young men came out to receive us with frank 
f. Their father was away, superinte 
3 grape crop by Lake Erie, hut they would shovJ 
(vcrything we cared to see, and we " must reallyi 
. bottle. Should it be clear or sparkhng! 
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I may mendoa that we chose the " sparklmg" uu) 
adyiae others to follow suit We visited some gloom; 
cellarB, in which I forget how many thoosand bottles 
were stored, and saw the clever contriTances bn- 
ported from France for corking and wiring. Ow 
hosts were not discouraged by the bad crop of tfaii 
year, and they cotild laugh at a discuseioQ as to 
whether their largest batt woald hold half aa mnch 
as the monster at Heidelberg. Of course in an nn- 
gnarded moment I learnt the secret of how Catawba 
wine 13 made, bat that secret, though most interesting, 
it would not be fair to divulge^ I mnst respect the 
hospitality of Herr Werk's establishment and demrre 
another bottle of "sparkling" next tima 

Without trenching on any secret, it may be 
mentioned that when some Catawba grapes were 
snbmitted, unannounced, to a committee of Gerauui 
gentlemen, these seemed much puzzled to decide 
what they were tasting and finally declared that 
Hungarian grapes most be before them. The 
CatAwha lias a thick ekin, and, like all AmericaB 
grapes, a stiff pulp, which renders it less pleasant 
to eat than commoner kinds from Europe. Ita wine 
deserves to be better known among our dinner-gims, 
and should he imported along with canvas-back 
duck by those who wish to entertain in Amerkan 
atyle. The erroneous notion that Catawba will not 
bear a Toyage has doubtless been encouraged in the 
interest of South African \-intoge. But the Cape hai 
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j^hing to fear frdm Oliio; their spheres i 



rent. 






They managed things wisely at Pike's Opera 

House* in Cincinnati. High charges and empty seataA 

not suit Colonel Pike. He preferred to seeM 

part of the bnilding crowded, though only I 

cents were demanded for an ordinary seat and | 

Beventy-five for a place reserved. I had last i 

the Opera House when its pit was boarded over, i 

Cincinnati beauties gathered thereon to welcomaw 

Eenirew, No beauty did I now behold at"! 

, save such as sat with its back to me | 

the reserved seats. Heavy melodrama reigned ' 

ime for the moment ; the plot impossible, but 

it mattered little ; the scene laid in England ; 

and a military character in undress uniform, who ■ 

played with spirit, well received by the audience. 

Military characters were popular in Cincinnati; I 

war had not been a circumstance vaguely heard 1 

and far away from its inhabitants. Tbey we 

le right side of the border, yet tliey knew whatJ 

alarm of hostile invasion meant. There hadl 

earthworks thrown up round Covington, and J 

volunteers called for to defend their State, when! 

Morgan was marcliing through Kentucky, and iti 

seemed as though Confederate cannon might soon bsl 

im the opposite river-bank. 

* Since destroyed by fire. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



A WORK OP MERCY. 



" Wimmen's wit" — The Soldiers* Home — Sambo in miiform. 

Back again I come to Cleveland in mid-October, when 
the weather has made a rapid change and has caught 
up our o>vn climate of the same season. Not many 
days ago we enjoyed heat enough to fit out a respect- 
able English July. Now there is frost at night and 
the leaves of the Forest City are quickly foiling. If 
we look towards liake Erie there may be seen sailing 
craft listing down before a strong northerly breeze 
and waves leaping up raggedly along the horizon as 
on an open sea. It is time for those who dislike 
cold to imitate the swallow and take a southern 
course. They need not carry messages for gentle- 
men of song, whilst perching upon golden eaves 
might prove uncomfortable to human-shaped travel- 
lers ; yet southward they must go or be prepared for 
winter very speedily. 

Down at the railway station by the Lake great- 
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coats are coining into fashion, men stamp their feet 
to keep them warm, and the " cars " are pleasantly 
supplied with stoves. Near this same station is the 
Soldiers' Home, maintained by private charity and 
managed — listen, ye disbelievers in female efficiency, 
— by a committee of ladies. " God bless their kind 
hearts 1 " has been the cry of many a sick and weary 
soldier returning to be mustered out of service. 
Cleveland is a centre of railway commuuication, so 
that homeward-bound regiments are constantly pass- 
ing through. They cannot stay long in the Home, 
and indeed it could scarcely afford shelter to a whole 
regiment, but it can and does give them good cheer. 
BreeJrfast, dinner, supper, no matter what the meal 
may be called, there is always something to eat at 
the Home. Here too are beds for those veterans 
who remain in Cleveland waiting until they hear 
from their friends or secure some employment. 
Wounded men hang about the place, performing 
such little services as they are able. One, supported 
by crutches, has decorated the dining-room with paper 
flags and fly-catchers; another, whose right sleeve 
is folded empty across his breast, runs hither and 
thither on errands for the Home. It is good to see 
a warm parlour with books and writing materials for 
the veterans, as also a dormitory in which they can 
rest. All honour to the generous women who have, 
by their energy and skill, provided these things! 
1 am speaking of but a branch of the great Sani- 
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tary CoDiiniseioit, which, UinmghoDt the TU, di^ 
tributed the patriotic fund of America &ad to wbidi 
many lesB associations lent their enpport. Thai 
Soldiers' Aid ScK'iety of Northern Ohio, owning the 
" Home " on the lake shore, is attached to the chief 
office at Washington, like a State to the Fedent 
Union. It is locally independent, but, when abroad, 
acts under tlie guidance and with the help of the 
Sanitary Commission. There are still smsUer 
brancbefl, like counties in a State, which sustain the 
resources of the Soldiers' Aid Society. In Nofthem 
Ohio nearly five hundred such branches, all rolnntaiy 
and self-supporting, have contributed every imagin- 
able necessary for the comfort of the Imys. Sop- 
plies have been sent, through Cleveland, to Wheeling, 
for the hospitals of Western Virginia ; bandages and 
dressings, with two car-loads of fresh vegetables, to 
CampPennison; boxes of clothing and bedding hsTV 
gone to Nashville; barrels of pickles to Atlanta: 
and clothing of different binds to the Federal pri- 
Roners in the Confederate States. But the bulk of 
the goods despatched from Cleveland has been taken 
to Louisville, Kentucky, the head quartere tif the 
Western Department Sanitary Commission, and bo 
admirably Ims the distiibutiou beeu carried oat 
Uy have ciwt Iiisb tlian tlu-ee per cent, ujion the ralne 
of tlio gooila distributed. Thousands of dollars have 
pasBr>d through the hands of the ladies who manaf^ 
the Soldiers' Aid Society. They systematised their 
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an early stage of the undertaking,-! 
r reports with a small press in 
office, and they held regularly filed receipts for every I 
pound of grapes and pair of mittens despatched to I 
the army. A committee of grey-headed city men 
could not have organized a charity more completely 
than have these Cleveland ladies, and such a com- 
mittee would have demanded turtle soup as an en-, 
couragement. 
I always believed in what Artemus Ward styles! 
len's wit," yet it is BUrprisiug to find an ol 
books of solemn business import, wherein r&- 1 
its, disbursements, and balances in hand, are I 
iarly entered by the weaker ses. On glancing I 
twn the columns in these books, may be seen such I 
i inscriptions as "corned-beef, 32,546 lbs.; eye-shad^ 1 
and arm-rests, 622 ; towels and handkerchiefs, 8,786 ; J 
^aud gallons of pickles, 21,937." There were disburse- 1 
^^wnts, too, under the head of "bringing soldiers"] 
^^■tdies home from the front to their friends." No- 1 
^Tbing seemed to have come amiss to that energetio.l 

Soldiers' Aid Society, 
I A Soldiers' Home was established, that some of the ' 

^Bpod things hitherto dispensed far away might be 
^^■ade available in Cleveland itself, for those retum- 
^^Bg sick or wounded. Thousands were thus relieved 
during the end of 1864 and the beginning of 1865. ■ 
Then followed peace and disarming, with a cone*| 
liug rush of troops to be mustered out. 
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" front " to which snpplies could be seat no Iraiger 
existed, the army was melting out of s^fat, 
maintenance of the Home became more important 
than the sending BUpplies to a distance. By October, 
1865, bolli branches of iiseftiineaa had well-nigh had 
their day. Fewer regiments passed through to be 
" mustered otu," there was no active army to be 
tained with barrels of pickles, save General Weitzel'a 
forces on tho Itio Grande or General Connor's 
fighters on tho plains. The committee of ladies 
actively engaged geeking work for its military pn- 
tegea. Here again the Sanitary Commiasion 
forward as a Federal head to ita independent States, 
sent books and printed forms, gaye information and 
encouragement I do not profess to comprehend Stata 
rights, so, it' my simile is far fetched, Americans mnit 
esciiae me. The Sanitary Commission sent books with 
tabular stjitements which were to be filled up and re- 
turned to its ofiice ; gave advice which might be taken 
or not as the local societies chose ; and collected i 
t«rial for the advancement of charitable statisticB. 

Curious wishes might be gathered ijom the poga 
of the employment books, 

"John , aged nineteen, having served four 

years and being lame from a wound, desires the post 
of breaksman on a train." Poor lud I no wonder 
that he has not succeeded in obtauiing his wish 
breaksman should be strong and active, able to jiunp 
off and on at a moment's notice. 

" Kdward — , bred a farmer and who has erared two 
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J, desireB to become clerk in an Insurance Office." 

I, too, haa not yet found any one to take him. 
I But many have been provided for, and Buch as CBTh- I 
t find work to their taste may, for a while, seek ■ 
fage in the Home, where no soldier applicant, old 
I young, white or coloured, is refused admittance. 

Much wonder was expressed in Europe that anarchy 

and bloodshed did not follow the return of a million 

of amied men to civil h'fe. Perhaps trouble would 

^^laVQ come, despite the resources of America and the 

^Bkeat demand for labour, had not private cliarity 

^HKken hold of every waif and stray from the war, 

^ven him food, and assisted him to lead an honest 

life. To the worst^disposed of Grant's veterans a 

sojourn in some Soldiers' Home was pleasanter than 

trying his hand at bushwhacking in the Northern 

States. For those who were not waif or stray and 

-who easily resumed their former occupations, there 

^■Kis a warm welcome wlien they came back in blue 

^Bpats and with sun-burnt faces. American gratitude 

^Hid a ca^h business with the defenders of American 

^^ftion. No long-deferred payment of prize-money 

^Hhih OS I have heard of in Japan (after the Japanese 

took Lucknow), no sending distinguished coi-ps straight 

into dull country quarters when they returned from 

abroad, instead of giving them a march through the 

capital. It is well known that the Tycoon has diffi* i 

culty in recruiting liis army. Has the system just | 

■ j»ferred to anything to do with it ? 
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Fewer regimente passed through Clereland in 
October, 1865, but they bad not all gone by vhen 1 
went to the Home on a certain cold and windy day, 
that shall be taken for example. Hard work in the 
kitchen, busy laying out of tables in the dining- 
room! What does it portend? Kotbing very dreadfii] 
you may be sure, for the dusky beauty who presides 
over kettle and saucepan is beaming with satisfaction. 
The laches are here directing their staff of Tetenms 
to pour out coffee and dish up vegetables. Cold 
meats in abundance are upon the board, where, to use 
an elegant phrase, five hundred covers have been 
laid. There are bnnchea of Catawba grapes, apple 
and custard pies — a spread such as would tempt 
Barry du Barry himself to abandon for the nonce his 
delicious Kevalenta Arabica Food. All present are 
expected to help, for it is an interesting moment in 
the Home. The 102nd United States Ck>loared In- 
fantry is telegraphed to be but hali' on hour's journey 
from Cleveland, and the Home resolves unanimooBly 
that this, the first coloured regiment which baa 
passed, shall have a proper reception. 

The 102nd is to proceed immediately after dinner, 
either by railroad or steamer, and a fierce dispute 
arises between the agents of laud and water-carriage 
as to which system their coloured friends shall 
patronize. Contradictory reports concerning ths 
orders of the War Department are rapidly circulated. 
An officer at tlie door of the railway station u aet 
upon bybotb sides and asked to declare which coarse 
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lie ■will talte. The officer, a fine broad-sliouldered 
fellow, looks hungry and dishevelled, says he " doesn't 
know how they are going on," and seems to care i 
very little. 

"How many of yon are in this train?" is the 

Bntactical question put by a committee lady. 

P " About five hundred and seventy-five," replies he 

of the broad shoulders, brightening up at sight of 

tables groaning beneath good cheer. I cannot aver 

■ from personal observation, that the tables groaned, 

bat suppose, m view of the usage of our language, 

that they did. 

The excitement is at its highest. Like a ship 
pfileared for action, the Home is prepared to do its 
tuty. The coffee cups are full, the vegetables are 
ished, and " Now let them come ! " is murmured by 
B who have prepared the feast. 
A straggling column wheels out of the station and 
tupa in the heaviest marching order on to the i 
iden roadway before us. No pomp and cireum- 
' stance is there about tliia 102nd regiment. The men ' 
have voyaged from Charleston to New York in tem- 
pestuous weather, one wing of their corps has been 
blown out to sea and not heard of since, they have 
a thirty hours' journey by rail, and may be es- 
sed for appearing somewhat rough and ready on 
t alighting from the cars. How worn and faded 
Vftre their uniforms ! How quaint the covers in which 
Diheir rifles are mostly cjirried ! Is it possible that 
I nybody can expect men to take the field with such 
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fange pocks on their riioalil«B ? Then tat 
ing. To me a eoldier who has SErred 
nee^ no whitewaeh, and in the regiment dnwn nti 
before the Cleveland Home I fee onlr two Ifatn^ 
worthy o! notice. FhysicaQy, it is a collection of 
English-speaking Christian Torvoe, withont the tnrhu 
and loose trowBers, but with strength enoogh to grre 
the Algerine a bard tussle, shoold they ever come 
across him. Morally, it is a trioropb orer centuries 
of (Tuel oppression — a proof that the hand of the 
clock has moved forward since Northern Americuu 
wmcurred in the Fugitive Slave Law. X^ook down 
tliat line which has beea dressed into perfect order, <^ 
serve the bold merry glances of the rank and file, and 
note how promptly and steadily they obey their while 
officers. There is good stuff yonder for making re- 
gular troops, and no trace of that " ineffaceable cmae 
of Cain" about which Copperhead and Sonthmi 
clergymen have discoursed so eloquently. The negro 
is a thoroughly good-natured creature. He did not 
tobol against bis master dtuing the war ami cut thai 
manrter'e throat, though, by the terror of servile insot^ 
rection expressed down South, we may infer that the 
whites know that they had bef'u rather bard on tbeir 
slaves. And when contraband regiments were formed 
of Houtbern blacks, the negro, who had alistained 
(Vom throat- cutting, showed that he was not ofnid 
to miHtt bis former master in a fair fight. 

Look once more along the line of the 102nd, see 
the amile which flashes from end to end as a tipsy 
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spectator runs against the sergeant-major and holds 
on to that dignified personage for support. A broad 
grin of merriment is called upon every face. Teeth 
glisten and eyes roll, as though " negro delineators," 
not real negroes, were before us. Has any one a 
banjo, and will the bones presently rattle? Can 
these men possibly retain their firm military attitude 
and not break into a double shuffle ? Another cause 
of amusement, which would scarcely reach the duller 
susceptibilities of white men I Some musical instru- 
ments piled by the band against an adjoining wall are 
blown down. Young Sambo notices the accident and 
grins. Once more every man from right to left 
flashes out his teeth and rolls his eyes. Still not a 
foot is stirred. No banjo or bones are disported. The 
regiment remains firm as a rock, whilst the detach- 
ments sent to wash in rows of bowls laid out for the 
purpose come regularly into place until dinner is an- 
nounced as " quite ready." Then the broadest grin 
which even coloured features can achieve mav be 
seen upon the 102nd — ^such an expression as would 
make a " delineator's " fortune could he produce it on 
Bamsgate sands. 

The dinner is capitally managed. Company after 
•company file in and take their seats without any per- 
ceptible confusion. The officers are provided for at 
a table of their own, though it is an invariable rule 
with the Home that all ranks shall fare alike, and 
committee ladies glide hither and thither superin- 
tending the refreshment of their guests. An English- 
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man baa no prejudice to conquer, and may hand 
round bread or potatoes with a strong recollection of 
similar service at school feasts at home. It matters 
notliing to him whether white or black skins be 
under the blue coats whose wearers utter a gruff 
"tliank you, air" for everything they get. But to 
these American ladies colour haa been on insurmount- 
able barrier from childhood. They have been accus- 
tomed to see their country's republican iostitutiona 
made ridiculous by deliberate inequality of law, and 
have been taught to despise, however gently and 
humanely, the inferior race. All this has been over- 
Rome by patriotism and Christian charity. The 
negroes, whose woolly heads are gathered round Hk 
dinner tables of the Home, have brought with them 
tattered Stars and Stripes. The uniform hides tbo 
colour, and American women do not feel ashamed <tf 
hoapitabty to American soldiers. 

Out into the cold air again. " Form companieBl" 
"Attention!" The senior officer present delirere a 
short speech in which he claims credit to the co- 
loured portion of the TJ. S, army, for the fifty tboi^ 
sand comrades whom they have lost in the aemca 
" We went South," he continues, " especting rery 
little friendship, and we found none. The regimei^ 
had to figbt its way, trusting to courage and good 
discipline. We came North among loyal people, and 
have been welcomed with wonderful kindness. This 
greeting at Cleveland we shall never forget." He 
pauses for a moment, then calls on the men to give 
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'6 cheers for the Union, and "three tunes t}ire»| 

the generous ladies who have entertained usl' 

burst of cheering rises in answer to hia words, caps 

waved, and faces lighted with smiles. The three 

times three is given with boyisli enthusiasm, and we 

can understand how those black soldiers would charge 

a battery. 

There is music from the band of the 102nd, which 

plays several popular tunes. I am shown one mn- 

ician, dark as ebony, who has been picked up at 

)n— a contraband — and wh<Be ttilent enables 

to perform without knowing minims from semi- 

quavers. Other followers brought from Charleston 

are coloured women of ftirlom aspect and an aged 

nigger of the Uncle Ned stamp, whose wardi'ohe is 

BO defective that the Home undertakes to improve it. 

Two or three lads arriving bare-headed from New 

York have hate bestowed on them. The guards and 

ipemumeraries are fed when those who have been 

seated make place, the officers take a polita 

,ve of their hostesses, and the regiment moves off 

lowly to a monotonous tap of drums for keeping the 

in step. There they go, towards the steamboat 

looking very war-worn and practical, with heavy 

tpsacks and coarse blue overcoats. 

Don't talk to me about niggers," saya a sturdy 

iker-on at my elbow; "I've seen them skedaddle." 

And I've skedaddled myself," remarks his com" 

ion, drily ; " so have you, Bill." 

The Btnrdy looker-on, with a badge to show that he 
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liBH been in the army, ntxls his hfi«d proScnaOf' 
utti?n'ng tluH ur&cnlitr fientimetit : — " Sir, the 
I agroo to, tlioiigli it'ti pretty steep to L-ome down la 
IDO with nig^r otjnality, but if be snd I akedaddled 
at tho iiamti time and bust ourselves with nmning it 
wouldn't mako liim wbitQ dot me black." 

Ai4 a fiu:t in nature bis position cannot be disputed, 
nor ia tho prejudice of my sturdy neighbour atgainat 
rolour aiiythiiig intolerable. Ho admits, yoo pti- 
oeive, the " principle," which we will suppose to be 
"freedom," and merely contends for his saperMr 
((unlity of wbtteness. The man may not be open to 
Ronviction all at once, but he is likely to think with 
more liburality of niggers when tbey have been free 
for a generation. Aa yet he representn a great 
nuraljer of Northern workmen, being anti-Blaveiy is 
opinion and no Copperhead, though enjoying tfae 
Beaso of HUperiority over some one else. He thinks 
bt'ttur of tlio negro since Cuffy has shouldered ft 
miukct, and will gradually bo educated to tbe idctt 
of giving evtiry man a fair chance irreepeotire of 
colour. Thit war has done in four years the work of ft 
long lifi;limu towards consistent &eedom in America, 
and it hits given Koope to heroic valour on both sides 
oi' tlio (jiiarrel, whilst calling forth sneh benevolence 
OM oroi'k'd the Soldiers' Home of Cleveland. With 
all itR horntrs tliero may be worse things than war, 
and 1 tilioll wait to become a member of tlie I'ooice 
Society until several outstanding points havi 
euttlod among our coutiueutol friends. 
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Chicago granaries and Illinois farms. 

I ABBIYED at Chicago on November 14th, having 
travelled from Cleveland in a very commodious 
sleeping-car. Not a good way this of seeing the 
country, where any objects of interest are likely to 
be passed, but Western Ohio and Indiana, along the 
route to Chicago, offer no peculiar attraction in any " 
one spot. No mountain or river, with a great name, 
demands the stranger's attention, the forest at this 
time is deprived of its autumnal tints and reduced 
to a reddish brown, while the fields are mostly 
covered with stubble of Indian corn, far higher 
than an ox's shoulder, amongst which large golden 
pumpkios lie waiting to be gathered. This country 
is interesting to an emigrant from the very fact of 
its monotony. The forest may be changed into 
many more such farms as grow the com and pump- 
kins, and there is room in the small towns, and 
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villages ihrotigh which we passed for plenty of new 
comers. A friend residing thirty miles west of 
Cleveland told me of some Germans who came to 
him a few years ago and bought land at fifty dollaiB 
an acre. They prospered so well as to be able to 
pnrchase another lot at the same price, and, when 
they were reliised a third lot, the father of the 
family exclaimed with eneigy, " If you sell even at 
a hundred dollar zen I buy. Remember zat 1 " The 
sleeping-car, with two stoves and double doors at 
tiie end to keep out draught, may become as hot 
aa an oven, although it be a November night; 
children may eiy' with doleful persistency, and people 
brush past disarranging the crimson curtains at your 
bedside ; but I maintain my admiration of these csts 
against such wakeful beings aa prefer to sit upon 
their journeying and see the lamps refiected in the 
windows. Might not every drawback here mentioned 
be found in ordinary cars, save the closeness of the 
double-door arrangement, and that is perhaps bettCT 
than alternate beat and cold with the dust blowmg 
in at a single door each time that it opens. 

We stopped at Elkhurt for breakfast, haring 
twenty-five minutes allowed in which to refreA oar- 
selves — a more rea^inable time than the quarter at 
an hour at Stafford with t)ie Scotch express, or the 
cruel mockery of ten minutes at Swindon to thoae 
coming from South Wales. And thia when the 
Englishman is emphatically a slower sailer i^^b 
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Bpecte Ilia food. " Why, sir, you Britishers about I 
get through your soup when we've begun to use ] 
our toothpickfi 1 " said a candid Ameri'ian in speaking I 
of railway meals. Yet the slower sailer is allowed a ] 
shorter period of action. Such a state of things 
unfair both upon the public and upon the cooks at I 
railway refresliment rooms. 

From Elkhart to Chicago our journey was dis- 
agreeably warm. The mild, hazy, weather, known as 
Indian summer, rendered stoves supei-fluous. But 
conductors are men of routine. Waa it not Novem- 
ber, and do not cars require in that month to fae 
artificially heated? Besides, we had newspaper ac- 
counts of sleighing at Montreal, which was enough to 
make travellers feel chilly. So our stoves burned on, 
and the children, noisy during the night, grew pale 
and inclined to sleep. One sturdy boy of three, 
booted like a trooper, who had declared that "he 
would be a man " and not sleep till he got " up 
West," sank beneath the influence of the atmo- 
sphere and peacefully dozed. There were sand-hills 
to be seen as we approached Lake Michigan, with 
small trees growing upon them, and swampy tracts 
covered with coarse brown grass. The lake itself, oi 
which a glimpse was presently obtained, looked 
calm and blue. Wo rattled along its coast for a few 
minutes, then crossed some other lines of railroad, 
and kept more inland as we entered the outakirts oi 
. the city. Everything was dim and smoky, not only 
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becanse of Chicago cKimneje, many as they are, but 
on aocoant of the Indian enmrner haze before men- 
tioned. This li&ze is unlike a fog vrith ns, and more 
resembles those mysterions over-c!ondings which, in 
Europe, are said to have preceded great pestilenoet. 
The streets through which onr locomotive moved At 
half-^eed were coated thickly with dnst; the shabby 
wooden houses and small bostelries that promised 
"Deutsche Gesellschaft" were covered with dttgt; nod 
dust lay everywhere around the railway-t^rminns, 
ready to rise in suSbcating volumes at the Srat 
breath of wind. We had not come to the beet sta- 
tion in Chicago, the Central Union Depot near the 
harbour's mouth, but were deposited in a qosrter 
susceptible of great improvement, whence an om- 
nibus-line on the same plan as at Cleveland conveyed 
passengers to their destination. 

November I5th. — A pleasant breezy morning in 
Chicago. Tiie fog had rolled away, and, though it 
was very dusty in the streets, there was a fine >-iew 
of the lake and surrounding country to be obtained 
from the top of the Court House. This Court House 
stands in a square which bears its name, uid in 
which are several handsome buildings. They rangs 
as high a.^ six stories, but the Court House tower 
overlooks them all, commanding an unbroken pros- 
pect in every direction — inland, a wide expanse that 
once was part of tlie leaser prairies, and lakeward, a 
sheet of water that stretches as far as the 
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reach. Time was, within living memory, when good 
sport might be had where the city now flourishes ; 
then, it became necessary to go some miles out 
of town for a bag of prairie-hens ; now, the sports- 
man must make a railway- journey ere he can find 
anything to repay his trouble. Even since 1860 
Chicago had grown perceptibly. In a bird's-eye view 
from the top of the Court House it presented more 
chimneys and monster warehouse-roofs, more smoke 
and more grain -elevators, than it had five years 
ago. The circle of suburban hovels seemed to have 
stretched further on to the surrounding plain, whilst 
the houses about the principal square had become 
much grander. Eemnants of a former state of things 
could be detected here and there in looking down 
upon the city, such as small wooden shops and tene- 
ments squeezed up between giants of later growth. 
There were horse-cars passing along the northern 
side of the square, and vehicles of every sort cutting 
across from street to street. Men were so busy that 
they drove fast and walked fast, hurrying intently 
forward as in London or New York. Chicago has to 
keep her place at the head of Western trade, to pack 
so many million pounds of beef and pork, to elevate 
so many million bushels of grain into those strange- 
looking barns worked by machinery, and to spout 
forth the said grain through hoses, as water might 
be spouted, when customers are ready to receive it 
In a place of which so much is expected men needs 
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must bestir themBelves. True, there are upwards of 
a hundred thousand citizens dwelling within Boond 
of the Court House clock, if the clock had only a Cur 
chance of being heard ; but there are resoorces in the 
North- West that will employ half a miilioa of people 
at Chicago and yet leave room for other cities to 
spring up not far away, 

" Why did they fix Chicago exactly here, can yoa 
tell me, Mister?" said an inquisitive gentlenian on 
the Court House. 

His neighbour replied, with gravity, casting a 
glance around as though to sohcit every one's ap- 
proval, " See, sir, this place got started first, and the 
property-holders thread an idee that it was gwine to 
be a bully city. Thar's great force in spreading an 
idee for sending up town lots." 

" But," said I, " surely a position at the foot rf 
Lake Michigan, with water-carriage to the heart of 
thi! grain-country, has something to do with it?" 

" May bo," answered the second stranger ; " only 
1 attach much vally to them idees." 

We were facing towards the harbour's moatli aod 
coidd see n brigantine just getting under canns. 
She had been towed past the lighthouse by a little 
tug-lxiat which was now returning to port, and lier 
largu white sails were filling prettily enough as she 
kept away before the breeze. 

"Wal, now, really, these fresh-water sailors ban 
some nice craft tew," remarked the inquisitive 
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man, who further told us that he had built a schooner 
and taken her to the West Indies, but had "con- 
cluded " his " inaide wam't fixe" for seamanship," so 
took to lecturing on phrenology. 

The brigantiue glided away, and I watched her 
until, with everything set, she looked a mere speck 
on the horizon. She would be late for going out of 
the St. Lawrence this season and would encounter 
biting weather even across Lake Huron; but, at a 
proper time of year, such a vessel might sail from 
Chicago to Liverpool, supposing her dimensions tii 
be within the 150 feet by 26^ of the Welland Canal 
locks and the 9 feet draught of the St. Lawrence 
locks. Vessels have performed the voyage between 
Europe and the Upper Lakes, as I mentioned when 
spealdng of a ship canal through Canada West. It 
only requires increased size of locks and depth of | 
channel to open a large direct trade with the North- 
Western States, If ships that could profitably per- 
form transatlantic voyages and maintain a liigh rate 
of speed — which ships Mr, Scott Russell would tell 
us must be lai^e ones — were able from Liverpool to , 
reach Chicago, thither many of them would he sent. 
As to yachting-men and pleasure-excursions on the 
lakes, I recommend those who possess yachts of sul- 
ficiently easy draught and have already exhausted 
the charms of the Baltic and Mediterraiieau to try a 
summer among fresh-water waves. Six months from 
home would allow time for a smart craft to visit 
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every place of note on the Upper Lakes, even to the 
enpper-miiieB and Hudsoo'e Eay Ckimpany's stulioiif 
on Lake Superior. CaviUcrB may suggest Hint a* 
English yacht whose tonnage fite her for an AtlBtitic 
voyage coiild pass through canal locks nine feet dee|i 
To these cavillers I reply. Wait a, few years, if yoa 
will not essay the enterprise with veBsels of nme fart 
drau;;ht, wait until there be larger locks for av) 
the St. Lawrence rapids and Niagara Falls. 

My former impressions of Chicago were politiol 
in character, as of a city which swarmed with B*- 
publican Wide-awiikes. I had arrived there at the 
conclusion of a great Republican convention ami 
had caught a glimpse of the tall hard-featured can- 
didate who was destined to become President of the 
United States, making himself thereafter famona in 
history by the force of an honest pnrpose. Chica);t> 
lias been often excited about politics sioce the periul 
just referred to, but it was now pohtically atagnaDt 
The recent Union triumph in State elections had lijft 
nothing for Republicans to do but continue "en- 
<loraii)g " Andrew JohusoL and siiying " We kww 
that we should win :" or for Uemocjats to do bat like- 
wise "endorse" Mr. Johnson and explain how (htj 
were less whip[ied than might appear. Party 
wiks reduced to its normal condition in civilized 
trios — a newspaper skirmish. There arc 
journals in Chicago, j'or the distance from New 
prevents competition by the prints of that city, vtik 
the Intest telefrraphi'- news can be readily secured. 
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I said that Chicago was politically stagnant, but 
have more tlian once alluded to its busy trade. From 
wealthy merchants to small huxters all were going 
iihead. Croakers had it that the currency was un- 
sound and that the bubble would burst. Perhaps 
it would ; yet, even then, thought I, the men who 
have made Chicago out of a desert will make some- 
thing very handsome out of an exploded Chicago. 

Here is a dealer in wearing-apparel selling his stock 
by auction. He has lungs that would enable him to 
address the electors of Belfast. 

*^At five dollars and a half this elegant coat; 
going at five-fifty 1 Now, gentlemen, here's a chance 
for you! Is any gentleman going to bid more than 
five-fifty for this elegant cloth coat? Six dollars 
hid 1 Six dollars bid ! Six dollars bid ! At six dollars 
going! — ^made expressly to fit. At six dollars going ! 
WUl no one say six-fifty to help me on ?" 

The sing-song is interrupted by an ancient Sucker,* 
who guesses that the coat might suit him if he tried 
it on. The auctioneer consents, the coat is tried on, 
and the ancient looks dissatisfied. 

Auctioneer, like lightning, to gain a point by the 
delay: — "Wal, if this ain't a coat! Why, sir, it 
makes that humly cuss look quite the gentleman. 
At six dollars, going at six dollars !" &c., rings forth 
louder than evWj while the won't-be purchaser retires 
amid general merrimeint. 

* An Illinois native. 

T 2 
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For the benefit of old clothes dealers and to exdle 
their envy, I most add that eii dollais and a half k 
ultimately given for the coat. 

Colonel Wood's Museum, the Weetem riral 
Banium's, had a happy family, a giant of 
altitude, and a theatre wherein dramatic jtieces « 
nightly jiroHPnted. For thirty cents one mi^ht 
wax figures of Lincoln and Davis, bones of a greot 
Bea-sorpeiit, and a model of the Merrimac, These 
attruL'tions, with " five hundred thousand curiosities,'' 
wliicii I cannot pause to describe, brooght crowds 
sight-seers to the Colonel's ticbet-ofBce. Other crowds 
were hearing La Traviata in a spacious 
house, or watching the performance of Madame 
Coleafo at MeVicker'a theatre. There was 
corioert at one music hall and comic min 
uiiothor. Chicago seemed resolved to amuse it^eJI 
when work was done, when the ledger had been 
and the patent safe locked for the night 

November l&h, — I chiefly pass the day in mill 
truvulling across Illinois. The country is not 
Hat, yLit never rises into anything which can bo called 
lulls — whilom a rolling prairie, and now a fertUe 
tivated district, swelling into ridges a few feot ftbon 
the plain or sinkmg into hollows a few feet below il 
with so gradual on inclination that it is difficult I 
distinguish where the rise begins or the dip 
nates. There are trees along the water-courses, 
on occasional grove of several acres in extent 
i)i the fields ore as bi^ as English farms, and large 
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too, presenting their Indian-eorn stubble in an uu- 
broken sweep of aeverai liundred acres. Quiet look- 
ing oxen have succefMied to the pastures of the buffalo, 
and villages of peaceful aspect straggle indefinitely 
away from the different railroad stations. 

We were not taken very fast through this Ulinois 
Hoenery, but rumbled steadily forward in a long train 
of cara half filled with German emigrants. These 
simple folk make excellent colonists. They come 
out from a land of repression in politics, of low wages 
and over-crowded towns, intent on winning home- 
steads for themselves in America. Although Ger- 
mans, they do not stop to theorize on abstract human 
perfectibility, but go to work with a will and soon 
establish their fortunes upon real-estate basis. Jona- 
than's "Dutchmen" are divisible into two classes. 
The first class comprises those of good education and 
with a little capital, who choose the United States 
for their home as offering them an unfettered career 
with a good chance of wealth and distinction. Such 
men have been active grape-growers and wine-pro- 
dncaiB on the shore of Lake Erie and about Cincinnati ; 
they have business firms in every city of the North, 
and form a more important element of American 
population tliau people in England generally sup- 
pose. I recollect noticing that there were five Ger- 
man newspapers published at Buffalo, and other 
places have quite aa many, not to mention New 
York City. The second class of adventurers from the 
Fatherland is composed of industrious peasants, and 
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is very numerous. Since 1820, a DiillioQ and ft 
of Germans have betaken themselves to the United 
States, wltilat only uiiif hundred thousand Irishmen 
and Ihree hundred thousand Englishmen have gow- 
thither during the same period. The stream of emi- 
gration DOW sets steadily beyond the Musiasappj, 
which will account lor the presence of those gattnnl 
fellow-passengers across Illinois, who were eTideaUy 
travelling with a purpose and had no though 
a speedy return. 

Again let me allude to the comfort with wliieh wb 
railway travellers were allowed to refresh ouTael^ 
At a station called Galesburg half an hour was sp.v«i 
us for the despatch of a hearty meal, and, to pnnrent 
delay tlirough consulting watches, some one at the 
door cried out, "No hurry, gentlemen, twenty 
nutes more," " Plenty of time yet Ten minDtei 
more." " Now you'd best hurry up, there's only i 
minutes." That warning voice at Saladin's fei 
though grander in ita aim, could not have been 
soothing to the gaests as was the ofScial Btatemeot 
which relieved tis from all responsibility. The Gbt* 
mans, however, did not much care, for they 
provided with basket or bag well stored with [iTi^ 
vision. They had both hams and sausagos, m alio 
dark-coloured bread, first cousin to Pumpemiclut. 
I wondered whether these supplies had been broo^ 
out from Europe mellowing in emigrante' woodn 
chests, or whether kindred spirits at New York hii 
catered for the wayfarers. To live roughly on the 
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roaJ and advance in heavy marching order wae a fit , 
preparation for the Far West, and our Gennan com- 
panions will doubtless sacceed in earningtheir coveted I 
homesteads. 

It is not necessary for all settlers who Eispire to I 
success in life, to hurry out of Illinois in search of'l 
more distant locations. The Sucker State 
splendid soil, strong, black, and slimy, that will I 
grow almost everything worth growing, save riee I 
and sugar-cane. Land is here sold in lots of forty I 
or eighty acres, at about thirty-five shillings sterling 
an acre, and has seldom to be cleared of trees. When 
it must be cleared, the timber fetches a higher price I 
than in Canada, owing to the scarcity of wood in I 
most parts of Illinois. A settler will find that he can. I 
pnrcbaae his small farm, at the price above named, i 
from the Illinois Central Railway Company, which I 
advertises largely its million of acres " for na\e, and I 
offers liberal tenns, as regards credit, to those who | 
buy. We cannot easily realize the notion of a rail- 
way company Laviug such immense possessions to J 
sell. How buoyant London and North- Western i 
stock would be, if even a hundred thousand acres of J 

rable land were at the disposal of that Company, 
t land was next to worthless in Illiuois without 
i of communication, and the State Legislature 

canted the Illinois Central two millions and a half J 
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of acres along the line of the proposed railmy, en 
condition tiiat the Companr shonld complete ito 
works &om Cairo, in the extreme soath of THiiHiji^ to 
Donleith, in the north-western comer, with a biandl 
running to Chicago. The Company havitig liilfllled 
it8 part of the bargain, at a coet of ax. miDiasM 
sterling, became a great landowner, disposed of t 
million and a half of acres to twenty thooaand 
diSeteut purchasers, and has still, as I have said, 
another million of acres on sale. An intending 
settler can, however, secure a farm in any part of the 
State, without having to dive very deep into hii 
purse. He may make a better bargain, say eaae, 
than with the Illinois Central, though of tli:b I mi 
doubtful. 

We hear that email proprietors, working in a small 
way, are more likely to succeed " out West " than 
are capitalists who take up an extensive track of 
laud and employ hired labourers. The farmer and 
his son on a forty acre lot, with no wages to pay and 
all that they earn clear profit, have certainly done 
well in most cases ; but those vast lUinois cornfields 
speak of another system as existing side by aide with 
the peasant proprietor. They suggest thoughts of 
capital and intelligence, of steam ploughs and model 
reaping-machines. There lately died a Mr. Jacob 
Strawn, of Illinois, who was famous for his strength 
and skill in agricultural pursuits. With a eommco 
sickle he had been known to reap bind and sluxdi 
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sixty dozen bushels of wheat in a day. TbouglB 
heavily made, he coiild vault the highest fence, a 
■I bad put to flight three robbera who attacked him by^ 
f-blowa from his cattle-whip. This man achievedj 
k great wealth from a. humble beginning, and, atthej 
Ltime of his death, had under cultivation a patch olfl 
ythirty-five thousand ^cres. Nor was Jacob Strawn a 
lolitary instance of exteneive farming, for there are 

my persona in Ulinoia who approach, though theyS 
may not equal, his scale of doing business. 

I^ovember ISth. — I spent it at Quincy on the Missis- 

"ppi. Even thus far from its mouth what a river it 

bl The ferry boat comes puffing across from West^ 

ftniney and makes quite a voyage of her ferryingJ 

\ strange little craft she looks, all deck and handrail,^ 

sck-house and frmnel. Her hull has seemingly 

jen omitted from the builder's calculations, and she 

i the edge of her deck on to the levee (or river- 

ik) as though grounding were the last thing to be 

red. The river is low at this time of the year and 

a extensive beach, such as I had observed by the _ 

Ohio at Cincinnati, sloping down on each side. 

^iKacb is used as a landing place not only for f 

llittle ferry boat but for larger vessels which ply 

kl>etween St. Louis and Keokuk. One of them has juat 

called here and created a stir upon the shore. 

Baggage waggons and hack-carriages with an omnibus 

or two have crunched over that sloping beach, while 

people on foot plod up it and the barrel organ in the 
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raree-show close by plays loader that ever to attract 
public attention. There is a glow in the western akj 
which mak&j the river shine like gold and dash wilh 
each ripple from the departing steamboat. How 
tempting an evening for a pull in a fonr-oar ! I»ot 
wann enough to make sitters enjoy the water, b»rt 
perfect for taking moderate exercise. I sospcct that 
society at Quincy must be too much occupied m 
remonerative pursuits to develope its amatenr oars- 
men, for I see only clumsy small crafl upon the 
stream. 

Quincy is a prosperous town. It lies on the dinct 
route from Chicago to northern Ganzas and XebmskSi, 
it has a rapidly increasing population, now about 
twenty thonsand in number, several good chorchee, 
and three daily papers. The place stands on a plateau 
much higher than the river-ehore, so that it catches 
whatever breeze may be blowing; no advanlago 
perhaps during mid winter, but desirable until very 
late in the autumn. I found the November climate 
uf Quincy delicious, yet it was a climate inwhicliuoe 
might easily take cold, beiug hot at noon-day and 
frosty at night When compared with Canada, aa a 
field for emigration, Illinois and the neighlMDring 
States have the decided drawback of a loss healthy 
climate. They undergo sudden changes of tempoi*' 
tute, eoraetimes having the thermometer at 80° 
in the shade one day and down to freezing ]>oiot lb* 
next. A friend living in Quincy told me that he kept 
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a great-coat at his office during the warmest weather, 
to be ready for a cold walk home. Now in Canada 
he could have left the coat behind until the warm 
season was over, but then, for six or seven months, 
there would have been no mistake about wanting it. 

November 19fh. — After hearing a good sermon at the 
Episcopal Church in Quincy, I strolled down in the 
afternoon to look at the river. There were family 
parties in light waggons trotting through the public 
square in place of its week-day bustle and trade. 
German was spoken by every other group that one 
met upon the pavement, so as to give the impression 
of being in a continental town. There were white 
citizens in their Sunday clothing, seeming all the 
whiter, some of them, for a Sunday waali, and coloured 
people, neatly dressed, seemingall the blacker -from a 
simiiar cause. 

Two sable damsels, escorted by a lad of thirteen, 
were walking just in front of me. They laughed and 
talked with the gaiety of thoir race, hut appeared to be 
of a sober, well-conducted, household. Presently some 
nrohins are espied — white urchins you must under- 
stand — ^trying to balance themselves on their heads 
in the middle of the footway. " Now boys," says the 
young darkey ; " get off the track, or somebody will 
be tumbling over you." The urchins took no notice 
of this warning, the darkey stepped aaide to avoid 
them, and a gaunt white man, of hang-dog aspect, 
Bwore fearfully at what he caUed the " d d impu- 
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dence of coloured cusaea" in telling white cJiildreji In 
get off the track. 

" Sir," said he, " if those darned niggers bad been 
in reach, I would have kicked them over." 

Eeceiying no answer to this remark, he drew near 
me as I descended the hill and enquired Etemly, 
" Wouldn't you have kicked them over?" 

I naturally answered that I woulfl not, and, with- 
out taking further notice of the stranger, moved 
forward. 

" Ah," he cried tauntingly, " I'd flay every saucy 
nigger if I had my way. I'd not only kick them over, 
but, by G — , I'd kick over those that said tbey 
wouldn't kick them over," 

In a land of boxing this would have been the ri^t 
moment to («U him to come on and try it, but where 
knives or pistols are generally used, a contest, if once 
commenced, must be carried out h rcutranee. It was 
not a case for drawing a pocket companion and firing 
at the offensive stranger, yet between this course and 
complete forbearance there was nothing safely to be 
done. I accordingly forbore, and feeling that a 
traveller should let curiosity triumph over resentment, 
approached the undesired associate of my ramble and 
questioned him as to his experience of coloured im- 
pudence. This elicited that he was an ex-Confederate 
from across the river and hated AbohdoniBts wone 
than darkeys. On our coming to a grog-shop door he 
left me abruptly with a muttered curse against uigger- 
vorshipping. 
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AN ANGLO-AMERICAN. 



Whom I should like you to meet some day. 

Not many leagues out of Quincy, in which direc- 
tion it matters little, lives my fidend . His home 

is upon the Illinois side of the stream, where also is 
his place of business, and he takes great interest in 
Illinois politics. Yet C is by no means Ameri- 
canized ; English feelings are uppermost in his mind, 
recollections of the Old Country are very dear to him, 
and in speech he has retained the fashion of his youth. 
Of all the emigrants whom our teeming bee-hive has 
sent forth few have been more creditable specimens 
of what Britain can do in " raising " men than is my 
lUinois friend. The readers of John Halifax would 
probably compare him to that hero, and in many 

respects such comparison would hold good. C 

has originality of character with strong practical sense, 
which makes him succeed in worldly concerns among 
the shrewdest of his American contemporaries. As 
John Halifax has been mentioned, it is only fair to 
Siiy that my friend began life with greater advantages 
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than did J. H., Gentlemao. And now let me quit 
this introductory paragraph, lest tboa? who 
introductions eLould w^ry of the Anglo-j 
before his story has been sketched. 

C had worked as a miller in England, 

what were considered high wages. But he found thai 
to bring up a family on the income earned by him 
would need a life of the moat pinching privation, nor 
could his children be better clothed and taught thaii 
those of common labourers. There was no room lor 
him if he stayed at home, so, with many regrets, h*- 
and Lis wife took ship for Sew York. 

They did not remain in the Atlantic States, bnl 
travelled westward to seek employment. "I knew 
that I understood my business," said C , in speak- 
ing of his first arrival, " and I felt sure of being ablv 
to earn a living." He was not disappointed, for. on 
reaching one of the Mississippi ports of Illinois, a 
flour mill was found which required more bunds. 
To require more hands is the normal condition of 

every concern out West. C walked boldly into 

the ofEce of this mill and asked to speak with tile 
master. "I didn't expect to begin ut ihe top and 
have the key of the safe handed me tiie first day," 
observed ray friend ; " but I hopud to win a gooil 
place before long. Now, thought I, these geittlomt'ti 
will be more likely to put me in their office at book- 
keeping and heodwork if they see that I undei8ti(nd 
a miller's business ; " and here is what followed be- 
tween C and the proprietor of tlie mill. 

"\Vliere are yon from?" said this latter, M| 
his visitor closely. 
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" rrom England, sir, and I hope that won't count 
against me." 

" No, it needn't count against you ; only English 
millers can't dress a stone properly, and then they 
may stay here twenty years without learning to work 
American machinery." 

"At that," remarked C , "I up and looked 

him straight in the face. * Sir,' said I, * dressing a 
stone is my particular pride ; and as to Englishmen 
not being able to work machinery, I wonder which 
was the more simple, the man who told you that, or 
you for believing him.' " 

Unmoved by this bold answer and really requiring 

additional hands, the proprietor engaged C next 

morning at a somewhat better rate of pay than he 
had ever yet obtained. Having come there on Satur- 
day my friend was at work on the Tuesday, and has 
not lost an hour, he assures me, from that time to 
this, except when he was " down with the fever in 
getting acclimatized." 

"If Englishmen when they come out here expect 
to find a set of fools who want teaching they will 
discover themselves to be mistaken." Such is the 
opinion which C has formed after a long re- 
sidence in the country. He has no prejudice either 
way, no suppressed bitterness against Yankees, and 
no wish to fling over his birthplace, acquire an 
American accent, and denounce the bloated aristo- 
cracy of Europe. His notion of Utopia is something 
between England and the States, perhaps without 
universal sufirage, which he has found to have grave 
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drawbacks in matters of immediate concern, like 
voting for Bchool-ratea and municipal officera. It 

is refresliiog to liear C talk of his early home, 

of trips to Hastings and rambies on Beachy Head. 
These days are so fresh in his memory that Illinois 
and the Mississippi, with all the new forms of life 
around him, seem to be but a panorama unfolded 
for the moment which will presently roll up again, 
leaving us by the white chalk cliffs with the smell of 
sea-weed and the dash of breakers on the shingle, 

.There is good sport to be had not far from C ' 

aboda He is keen aa any boy in pursuit of tht 
wild-ducks which haunt a swampy district across the 
river, and I am shown the great boots for wading 
knee-deep through moi-assea, and the long gun with 
which he does execution upon his feathered prey. 
A sis miles pull up stream in one of the country 
boats, a day spent in wading about the swamp, and 
a return voyage by starlight, are exercise enonjfh for 
anybody. My friend takes such exercise whenever 
his business will permit, and will teach his son to do 
the same. " Far better," he says, " for a lad to be 
out shooting than idling about the town on holidays 
learning billiards." So brought up, his son should 

be as hearty and unsophisticated as is C himselt 

But the youth will become an American, as will bis 
pretty little sister who trots to school with him in 
the morning. They have American class-mates and 
use quaint words unknown to their parent's vocabo- 
lary. Their career must be laid in Illinois or 
further west, for the lad will find cmi 
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to obtain in the New World though out of his reach 
in the Old, and the lassie will have an American 
sweetheart and plenty of offers to spare, should she 
fulfil the promise of her childhood. Thus thinking, 
I am disposed to doubt whether C-— — will realize 
bis favourite dream and retui'n to ORcupy a snug 
villa in Kent or Sussex. " Give me England," he 
says, "for spending money, and this country for 
making it." ¥et the West grasps him very firmly. 
Not only has he the brother and sister just mentioned 
to provide for, but younger ones who are destined to 
take their turn at the school, to become Americanized, 
and to bind my friend still more firmly to his adopted 

home. Honest, stout-hearted, C , with your 

athletic figure and firm concentrated gaze, with .your 
longings for an Englisli life and frank appreciation 
of the good things in Jonathan's character, you are 
effectually caught by a chain of circumstances that 
cannot be shaken off. You may visit us, as our aben 
next of kin, but tlie little people are sure to want 
" Grandpapa " in their future Rocky Mountain settle- 
ment, or Illinois to claim you as a prominent citizen 
find send you to Congresd when politicians have a, 
better reputation. 

I might tell many incidents of domestic life on the 

Mississippi shore which I gatliered from C^ , and 

which relate to the difficulty of obtaining help or of 
managing it when obtained. As a practical man, 
my friend is in favour of small houses. 

■'Emigrating comes hardest on women, and the 
lesH they have to look after the better for them. 
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Then," lie adds, " the wages are so high for outdoor 
work that to have a good-sized garden, properly kept, 
would min any one who was not very rich." 

So house and garden should both be small, the 
former within the strength of an active housewife 
to attend to single-handed on emergency, the latter 
not more than paterfamilias can work in his spare 
time. " Help " is the torment of American matrons. 
With an income four or five times greater than 
cnratoa receive with us, " Mamma " must act aa her 
own nurse, cook, and housemaid, while Papa lights 
the stoves and blacks the boots. Under such circam- 
stances, a stately dwelling would be but gilded nuBery. 
There are exceptions to this rule amongst people (rf 
wealth in the States, who can aflbrd to obtain effi( 
help, cost what it wUl; but that which- we ahooM 
call raiddle-daBfl comfort, the ease fanuliar to ( 
suburban squares and terraces, wliere two maid- 
servants watch over Jones's household gods, or tbreo 
maids and a boy in buttons render Mrs. Brown 
luxuriously comfortable, that comfort is beyond the 
reach of many in America who could buy up Jouci 
and Brown together. 

It happened that C and his wife were ono 

looking out for a servant, and that they succeeded ii 
finding a girl who felt rather inclined to accept tin 
place. " I've heard a good character of you," sail 
she to her would-be raistress, "and I guess 1*11 com 
and see how I like you." At another time my frioM 
gave up in despair the keeping of a help. He dido' 
mind waiting on his own family, but when it cftme ti 
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waiting on an extra person, lie found the work 
hard for him. This condition of independt 
a class which we are accustomed to consider 
favoured in being employed, speaks well for the pi 
perity of the West Labouring men are not 
60 pinched to make both ends meet that they must 
send out their children to service ; and although I 
should be sorry to have a prospect of getting up 
six to call myself and of blacking my own be 
through life, yet these disagreeables might well 
borne as the price of seeing less abject poverty 
England, Now from theory to fact, and let 
enjoy the thought that those prosperous Wei 
^eettlera who have boundless elbow room, who invf 
■their money on good security at twelve per cent, 
who can afford to pay five shillings sterling a day 
the commonest digging and chopping, have 1( 
home-comfort than we dwellers in the tight-pacl 
little island. They have absoriied a million of soldic 
and still clamour for labour, and we are puzzled what 

do with able-bodied paupers ; but, at any rate, we 
I secure freedom from drudgery more cheaply 

tlian they can. This applies far down in the 
scale, for very humble families hire help with 
iivhilst, if it were not that Americans will always 

1 hand to their neighbours in case of sickness, 
Biiddte-class emigrant would have a cheerless 
aect before him. 

Hospitality could go no further than did C a, 

far, when he heard that a visitor from England might 
B expected, he at once prepared to add a n 

u a 



leaply 
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his Iioiiee. The bnilders must be prompt in their 
proceedings when a week's notice is thought sufficient 
for sucli an exteDsiou. " Bnt then," as my friend says. 
" it is only knocking a. few planks together, and then? 
is no mortar to dry." How happy be is in the pos- 
session of his town lot, and how proud of the fruit 
and vegetables wbich it has grown I " I wish tht 
folks at home conld see it, though it is but a small 
place," is his exclamation when we talk of the 
little freehold. 

He has risen in trust and authority since the foo- 
jnietor twitted him with Englishmen's not nader- 
standing machinery, the key of the safe has been 
trusted to him, and the books placed under his cant. 
I am one day taken over the mill wliere C dis- 
plays with pride the economical adaptation of power 
to a particular entL Here the tarmer discharges his 
grain into a truck upon iron rails ; at this point the 
truck is weighed.; further on it lets the grain drop 
through a trap-door; then comes an artistic interval 
i>t' grinding, during which the grain is lost to sight, 
and presently a stream of white flour pours mlo 
certain barrels which stand ready to be headed np 
and roUeil away when full. 

■' Do yon find them easy people to get on witli?" 
I enquire, alter hearing a brusque dialc^e between 

C and some agricultural gentlemen witli now 

wheat to sell. 

" Very easy," replies my friend, " if a nuui will 
keep his temper and speak plainly at first, withoQl 
slipping into an argument. I never had occasion 
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I rough with any one since I carae here, except I 
pice, when a tipsy loafer would interrupt me whilst ' 
t was dressing a Btoue. He spat upou it seTeml 
mes and that was more than I couhl stand, so, 
' "having warned him in vain to go away, I caught the 
back of hia coat-collar and dragged him off in police- 
man's style. 'What's the matter?' said Mr, , 

who was standing near. ' Notliing, sir,' said I ; ' but 
please open the door;' which he did, and I flung 
my man into a pool of mud and water that happened 
to be bandy. About three months afterwards I met 
him in the street ; ' Was it you,' he said, ' that threw 
me out of the mill ? ' ' Yes,' said I, quite pleasantly ; 
' and would do it again if you spat on a stone that I 
was dressing.' He looked puzzled for a minute, and I 
tlien cried, ' Darn me, let's go and licker ! ' " 

C is not quarrelsome or he might have had 

worse difficulties. But his is too earnest a character 
for {lisputing over words and fighting on a point of 
soKjalled honour. He cares not, to use Ids own 
plirase, " what people say, so long as they keep hands 
off," and he goes straight forward in the course that 
he has chosen, winning respect amongst those with 
whom he lives. But it is hard for him to see another 
starting on a journey that is to end before long in 
England, while he remains behind. When I go, 
there is a warm shake of the hand, a suspicion of a 
t*ar in his eye, and C strides away to the count- 
ing house. I turn to gaze after him, but he never 
l^lances right or left ; business must be done, and it 
)e looking back. 
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DOWN STKEAM TO MEMPHIS. 



High-preBSurc boilcra — St Louis — By the roark, twuni 

With every prospect of a pleasant voyage, so far 
as the weather was concerned, I took passage at 
Quincy on board the steamer Jeannie Deans bound 
to St. Louis. It was a lovely ai'temoon for November 
■22Dd, and Quincy looked very imposing on its range 
of bluiFs as the sun ahone brightly over dinrcb- 
steoplaa and red-brick warehouses. 

American fresh-water steamers, whether plying oo 
the Lakes, the Hudson Eiver, or tbo Mississij^ 
have certain features in common. They are uni- 
formly painted white and steered by a wheel in thur 
elevated pilot-house ; but, while Idke-steamors are 
so far ship-shape as to exliibit more of hull than of 
up£>er deck, and the Hudson lliver boats present the 
two parts in about equal proportion, it is observable 
on the Mississippi that hulls are reduced to the 
smallest possible size, and that deck-houses 
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all-important. The Jeannie Deans had her cargo i 
and furnaces, her fuel and machinery, upon the main- 
deck, with a shallow hull, like a flattened-out pontoon, | 
beneath them, and the upper deck, with saloon and j 
state-rooma, passing above them, supported by strong ( 
stanchions. Over the saloon were some lightly- ] 
built quarters for the ship's officers, and over these I 
again the pilot-house. There was an engine to each 
wheel, which gave our pilot the power of backing 
with one and turning ahead witli the other when it J 
was necessary to swing round in a narrow space, and I 
there were furnace-doors opening towards the bow, 
that every breath of air might be caught as the vessel I 
moved forward. 

Away we puiTed, our high-pressure engines snortr | 
ing as though they were inclineu to quarrel with 
each otlier for not doing their share of work, wliile J 
the glasses jingled in the saloon at every stroke of J 
our paddle-wheels. Quincy disappeared from sight M 
at a bend of the river, and we glided on between lowl 
shores thickly covered with trees. Though the trees I 
grew in plenty, they had a wintry look, whicli the I 
sunshine of an Indian summer could not remove, I 
for they were bare and leatloss and bore muddy I 
circles round their trunks, to show how liigh the I 
water had risen at its last overflow. We passed 
tdmber-rafta drifting down with tlie current, and met 
the up-boat from St, Louis steaming against it. 
Many comers were turned, and, as on all unknown 
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rontes, a greater distance seemed to have beeu tra- 
versed than a reference to the map would justify. 
Then eome hlnffs could be Been on the western bank, 
standing out in relief against a yellow saoset sky — 
their yellow sunsets are far from boding rain in tlm 
part of the world — and presently our vessel ran her 
skimming-dish bow on to the levee at Hannibal 

It is arousing to watch the deck-hands of u Mis- 
sissippi boat taking in or putting out cargo. Assume 
that they are coloured men of every shade, with a stray 
Poddy here and there amongst them, or a Teuton 
of sandy board who is working his passage. Tbea 
pictnre the first and second mates lu^ig forward 
their subordinatL^s by voice and gesture. Planks are 
thrown out, a cab^t is made fast to some convenient 
stump, and the decK-hands rush ashore like a boarding 
party or a forlorn hope. Busy are the mat«s with 
thumps aud curses, busier the crew in rolling casks 
before them or heaving bales on to their shoalden. 
They pass out by one plauk and in by another. They 
tag and strain, lift weights which appear wholly 
beyond their strength, and dispose of a mountain ef 
goods in a few minutes. The bell rings. Shn will 
be off directly. "Kow, hurry up there!" from the 
mates. " Yah, yah ! git along ! Hurrah ! " from the 
deck-hands. There is a quick tramping of feet oror 
the gangway, one plank is hauled in, the paddle- 
wheels begin to turn ; " Coma on board all of yon 
and haul in the other plank" is sliouted by the 
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first mate, whilst the second mate explains to some- 
ibody on tlie beach, that " we can't wait all m'ght for 
Ills things." A duaky figure casts loose the end of the 
cable and scrambles on board as best he can. That 
last plank has been withdrawn, and we are backing 
into the stream to let the vessel's head swing round. 
So ends om- momentary excitement. The mates can 
recover their voices and the deck-hands can enjoy 
a little rest before we reach another landing-place. 

There was a fog in the night which delayed onr 
journey very much after we left Hannibal, although 
it did not prevent the shipment of live stock at 
several villages by the way. Cattle were dragged on 
board by main force, ten men pushing and ten men 
pulling at each refractory ox. Our deck-hands would 
have brought an elephant into the steamer with those 
jnates at their heels. They did what was, perhaps, 
anore difficult, they brought dozens of pigs which 
Bttuggled desperately not to come. And all this 
while there was a substantial tea served in the upper- 
deck saloon and a musical evening enjoyed by the 
cabin-passengers. Gentlemen " lickered " at the bar 
or sat smokii^ round a stove in the fore part of the 
ealoon. Ladies gathered near a piano in tbe after 
part, where patriotic songs were sung until a late 
lOur, with children to swell the chorus. It was not 
A iashionable assembly, and tlie songs might have 
been better rendered, but it afforded a striking con- 
Jraat to the rough scenes enacting below. Tiy 



cattle drireii into fata, die lieavr packages dragged 
hither and thither, and the fiiemen loiliiig like sable 
liTer-demons at their Aunace-doon. 

Nereemher 23nl. — When maniing^ dawned there 
waa still a fog upon the Miasissppi, bat soon after 
breaklast we were able to move ahead at fiiU speed, 
and by uoondav we had passed the moath of the 
Illinois River, had skirted a line of picturesque UnB^ 
tottcbed at Alton, a town which has fine stores along 
its water-frout, and reached the junction of the SUs- 
sonri and Mississippi streams. No lofty mountain 
or towering cliff marks this important spot, and not 
a vestige of human handiwork is obsemible among 
the Band-banks, the maddy water, and the surround' 
ing woods. There is no beacon or lighthouse, no 
fort or landing-stage, bot only the union of the two 
mighty rivers which flow together with scenery sog- 
gestive of wild-duck shooting. The Missouri brings 
thick yellow water to mingle with the clearer stream 
of the Misaissippi. For some distance they may be 
diBtinguished by their different hue, and then the 
whole river becomes tinged with MissoTiri colouring. 

1 was surprised to see, that, after jeceiving iu 
great tributary, the Mississippi looked no lai^er than 
at Quincy, nor was it much deeper, so far as could be 
judged by appearances, for now we came to a shallow 
sandy reach called the Graveyard, from the frequency 
of wrecks there occurring. The ribs of one vesnl 
were visible above water, and fourteen othe 
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^en lost in the same locality at various periods. 
A little beyond the Graveyard we sighted some 
straggling houses among the fields on the western 
bank, then a dense cloud of smoke cotJd be seen, a 
saburb of work-sheds and factory chimneys stretching 
far back from the river. Here was St. Louis with its 
grimy atmosphere and toll warehouses, as another 
Manchester ; with its crowded levee and fleet of 
strange-lookiDg steamers, peculiar to the West. 
There were drays and hack-carriages, cotton-bales 
and barrels of flour, mixed together upon the levee 
in seemingly hopeless confusion. A Babel of sound 
floated over the water. Shouts from labourers, black 
and white, the ringing of bells and blowing off 
of steam, were distinguishable above the murmur 
which comes from every great city. St. Louis waa 
hard at work and cared not who might hear the noise 
that she made. 

Since my former visit the city had increased in 
size and wealth, though not with such giant strides as 
Chicago or Cleveland. This comparatively slow 
' progrras waa because the river-trade had been 
injured by four years of war, and the commerce 
with South-Westem Missouri crippled by the hostili- 
ties in that quarter, yet St. Louis had escaped without 
capture or bombardment, and its usefulness as a base 
I of operations had secured Missouri to the Northern 
cause early la the struggle. Missouri was now 
governed by a legislatiu-e bitterly adverse to Sccessioi 
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and, though exempt from the effect of Lincoln's pro- 
claiuatioit, the State had emaQCipateii its sUves. 

St Louis had been smoky when it stood ou sUtb 
soil, it was even smokier with freedom guaranteed «s 
its birthright. From the top of the Court Hoaw 
dome could be seen a few principal building Bome 
chimneys and spires, and then all was oliscnrity. 
Inside the dome were liistorical and allegorical pi©- 
tures, De Soto's DiscoTery of the MissiaaipfH being 
one piece, and the four seasonB or the four quait«n 
of the globe being represented in others. I incline 
to believe that they are the seasons, on account of an 
autumnal-looking personage amongst them, but am 
open to conviction if anybody wishes to prove that 
they are the founders of American liberty. 

There has been a company formed for working 
a first-class Bteamboat line betiveen St. Louis and 
New Orleans — the line, as its promoters hope, of 
future travel. This Atlantic and Mississippi Com- 
pany has twenty powerful vessels in ita service and 
carries the United States mails from Cairo sontb- 
ward. The boats drop leisurely down to Cairo, with 
a full freight but not many passengers. Here tltey^ 
connect with trains on the Illinois Central Railiray, 
and begin the more important part of their voyage. 
I embarked in one of these handsome craft and was 
soon steaming away from the crowded levee, Uie tall 
warehouses, and the cloud of smoke. Loudly aaag 
our deck-hands, who had gathered on the bcnr. 
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They waved the flag of the Company above their 
heads, while their voices hlended not uimniaieally 
aerio-comic farewell to the coloured ladies of 
St. Lonis, A few strokes of the paddle-wheels, a few 
miuutes upon the swift current, and we had left the 
line of high white vessels out of sight. It was not a 
picturesque city that lay behind us, but it would 
have astonished the small French colony that v/as 
struggling on that spot less than a century ago 
against an incursion of red men, and it will probably 
be large enough to astonish its present inhabitants in 
less than a century hence, when the Pacific Eailroad 
shall have made it the centre of a continent. 

Good-bye Marianne, good-bye old gal, we hope 
that we'll see you again," is trolled forth by our 
deck-hands, as the steamer Atlantic sweeps forward 
over the glimmering river where the long twilight 
shows us villas and gai-dens upon the western bank, 
with a little steamer ahead which we speedily over- 
take. She may puff and strain as she will, and drive 
round her stern wheel until a shower of spray flies up 
in her wake; but has not the Atlantic been known 
to make three hundretl and fifty-five miles up stream 
in twenty-four hours, and shall any small competitor 
Iceep ahead of us ? No, sirree ! 

November 2ith. — The day is spent in descending 
the river. After what I said of the Jeannie Deans 
as a sample of Mississippi steamboats, I need only 
remark that tbe Atlantic had a loftier saloon i 
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more commodions state-rooms. She vas of 700 tons 
(Dominftl) burden aod her boileis might be used it 
140 lbs. pressure on the square inch, while tbe 
Jeaimie Ueans was of 500 Ions and had boOeis that 
were calculated to sustain a pressure of 125 lbs. oa the 
inch. These facts could be easily ascertained frgm 
the certificates of the respective vessels which Long 
tramed and glazed in the fore part, of their saloons. It 
is a mistake to suppose that Mississippi steamete 
are worked hap-hazard at the will of aay reckless 
speculator. Laws have been passed of late years for 
regulating the steamboat traffic. Certain cha&nela 
or " chutes," aa they are called, may be navigated 
by vessels sailing down stream, whilst other chutes 
are forbidden to them ; vessels coming np stream 
may go where they like, for there is less chance of an 
accident with the current under their bows. Then 
there are rules to be observed by all steamboats, 
whether sailing up or down, in regard to sigualting 
each other as they meet. One sound of the whistle 
means helms to port, two sounds signify bi'lms to 
starboard. By the way, that fossilized term "lit- 
board " is still used on the MigaiBSippi in place of the 
modem " port," while the letter of the law qidts 
teclinicahty altogether, speaking in landsman's pfaraflo 
of the right-hand and left-hand sides. liights must 
be carried when under way In much the same maniter 
as with sealing ships — a red lantern to port, a 
green to starboard ; imd at anchor, one white^ 
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fflittat be displayed. These regulations Eeemed to be 
carefully attended to both by our own craft, in which 
everything was done with smartneBs, as befitted a 
mail steamer, and by the vessels of every sort that 
rassed. With us, moreover, great attention waa 
paid to sounding the depth at critical places, and our 
engines were stopped when it seemed likely that we 
might touch bottom, The Atlantic drew nearly 
seven feet on this voyage, so there was reason to 
.think grouading possible when the lead, which had 
'been heaved at " three fathoms," gave " by the mark, 
Awain " as its next cast, then " a quarter leas twain," 
and, a moment afterwards, by sudden change of term, 
Lght feet," chanted in the same sing-song voice, 
with strong emphasis on the second word. 

Between St. Louis and Cairo there are several 
langes of bluffs, now on one aide now on the other — 
jpots that look charming for a country seat or for the 
encampment of a pie-nic party. At one place two 
bluffs confront each other on the opposite shores, and 
.here the stream is narrowed to a quarter of its ordi- 
nary width. A little lower down is a cliff on the 
western side equal to anything that the Wye can 
boaet, but dwindled to insignificance by having to 
frown over so vast a river. Then come broad reaches, 
with sand-bimks and snags to test our pilot's skill. 
We often seemed to be nearing the ocean, as if those 
groves of leafless trees on the fuilhest point before us 
would be succeeded by wave-waahed rocks and t 
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next sand-bank would have breeken roUiog la opon 
it. The poiut was reached, the wid-baok pased, 
and agam nothing but fresh water — fresh water of 
mnddy tinge, though fresh enough to drink, as »« 
learnt when we were thirsty — that went gliding an 
i'or twelve hundred miles before it met the real sail 
spray and was disturbed by latter waves than our 
[Middle-wheela could make. 

Sometimes, convenient piles of firewood having 
beeu eepied from the pilot-house, speed was alaclcened, 
that we might draw nsax the bank and make a hw 
gain, "How much a cord?" wa% shouted by our 
captain. " Three dollars " or " three and a half," as 
the case might be, waa retomed for answer by the 
woodcutter. If he said "three dollars," the vessel pre- 
sently rounded to, put her head up stream, and edgod 
in against the shore. Out went the planks and the 
cable, away rushed the mate-driven deck-hands ; a 
young ofGcer with a pole for measuring the wood IhI 
them as he might have led an assault, and tUey 
scrambled up the bank with joyous critsi. It had 
seemed to be a low bank that anybody might ascend 
at two steps, until we came quite close, but then the 
top of the crumbling eartliy rampart was found to Iw 
as high as the roof of the stetimer's saloon. Han 
slipped back and fell over each other amid bursts <d 
laughter, before they could gain a. footing on Uu 
summit. The mates roared " hurry up " aud " laon 
along," while firewood began to tumble on 
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connexion with deck-hands. Hovv they kept their 
footing and avoided breaking their necks I could not 
tell, nor was it easy to believe in such wind and en- 
durance, save amongst trained athletes or British 
tans. "Fifty dollars a month, sir, hardly earned," 
said an American near me ; '* but see how cheerful 
they are all the while ! " And so it was. The more 
the mates shouted, the louder laughed the men. 
Jokes flew incessantly from those returning empty- 
handed to their laden comrades floundering down the 
bank. 

" Yah ! yah ! dere goes young Pompey wid a little 
stick he call a log ; he ain't worth a cuss ! " 

" No," says Pompey, showing his rows of ivory as 
he staggers under an extra heavy load ; " no, I ain't 
worth nothing now ; but before 'mancipation I'd have 
fetched thousand dollar any day. Yah! yah! git 
along, ole boss!" 

They laugh and press *forward faster than before, 
the mates become perfectly stentorian, and the bell 
rings as a warning that we cannot wait. 

November 25th — It is very obliging of this At- 
lantic and Mississippi Company to entertain us at 
Cairo on board their fine vessel for a whole day free 
of cost, though impatient souls may grumble at being 
kept until the mail train shall arrive. Things are 
managed liberally by the Company. A bill of fare is 
presented to our notice which would do honour to the 
best hotels and attendance could not be better pro- 
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vided in a Belgravian household. The coloured waiten 
are so prompt and dexterous in supplying every want» 
so ready to anticipate the desires of the guests, that 
Mr. Jeames himself could find little to teach them. 
They appear to take a pride in their arrangement of 
plates and dishes. The furniture seems to be their 
especial hobby, and if a chair slips out of place it is 
put back before you can look round. So much for a 
steamboat interior. As to the town of Cairo, a more 
wretched place could scarcely be found. 

On a low swampy point where the swift stream of 
the Mississippi is joined by the sluggish waters of the 
Ohio stands the Western City of Victory — of victory 
over fever and mosquitos, more than any human 
antagonist, and not much success to boast of then, if 
report speak truly. A fort which any determined 
assailant could have ridden into upon a donkey, 
despite a board with the inscription " Positively no 
admittance," was placed in what had once been a 
commanding position, but the Mississippi, having 
worn its channel westward, had left many acres of 
marsh land between it and the fort. There were 
other traces of war at Cairo than this inefficient citadel. 
On the top of the levee was a heap of old iron guns, 
apparently invalided, whilst anchored in the middle of 
the Ohio were three monitors painted white and looking 
dangerous, snaky, craft. They were still in commis- 
sion, so that naval uniforms mixed with the thread- 
bjre soldier's garb worn by every second person. 
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black or white, in the streets of Cairo. The streets, 
indeed ! I was reminded of Pithole at every turn, 
though here we had dry weather. Except the river 
front, where an hotel and railway station with some 
respectable stores might be observed, everything was 
chaotic squalor. New buildings going up, old ones 
tumbling down ; the roadway undulating into hillocks, 
the footpath full of holes; grog shops flourisliing 
more than was wholesome, and bad smells reigning 
undisturbed over vacant lots. If any officers are 
quartered at Cairo they must find it rather dull in 
winter. And in summer? — well, they might even 
then seek comfort through such an advertisement as 
I saw in a St. Louis newspaper : — 

WANTED.— HERE WE ARE, FOUR gay and dashing 
young officers of the Illinois Military Academy, not less 
than two hundred miles from home, good looking, between the 
ages of sixteen and twenty, plenty of loose postage-stamps, and 
know of no better way of squandering them than by opening 
correspondence with as many young ladies as read the Journal 
— and more too. Address, Captains L. C. Greggs and Peter 
Mellowes and Lieutenants Fred. Blandford and Harry Beau- 
champ, Illinois Military Academy. 

It is possible that these gentlemen are still willing 
to correspond and they may have postage stamps for 
Europe in their collection. This to my fair readers, 
though without venturing to advise that they should 
follow up the hint. 

The Atlantic, having received her complement of 
passengers by Illinois Central Eailway and taken in 
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the U. S. mails, quitted Cairo soon after dark, at rattier 
when the g;loaining Lad given way to bright moon- 
light. Our deck-hands sai^ " Old Bob Ridley," wMi 
ii libretto of their osvn composiiig; oar saloon was 
thronged with company ; and the principal part of the 
voyage had ornnmenced. Ladies and childreoi were 
in great force, which gave the saloon a verj- domestic 
look. As to men passengers, we bad tbetn of all sortft 
There were Southerners on board going home to re- 
open their former business, after visiting old customere 
in the North ; whilst a crowd of Northern men were 
travelling South to establish new firms in the recon- 
stmcted States, to rent plantations, or merely to 
" prospect a little" with a view to future settlemo]^ 
We steamed on, tliroiigh clear frosty air, tlw 
moonlight sliowing us plainly both banks with their 
covering of timber and lighting up our course ontit it 
seemed as if a tieet of frigates could safely navigate 
so broad a stream. Yet soundings were freqaenlJy 
taken, and, "by the mark, twain" was more than 
once chanted in the bow. A raft was overhanled 
with its lantera showing like a beacon upon aont 
small low-lying island. Presently another li^ ff~ 
peared, this time burning on the Kentucky ahof& 
It was a signal of firewood to sell, and our vend 
rounded to so soon as the price had been ascertained 
liy aid of flaring pine knots, which illumined the 
scene of action, those inexhaustible deck-hands wefe 
again at work. 
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" D you ! " cried a reeling Kentuckian, who had 

stepped into the boat to "licker" and now watched 
wliat was going forward from the top of the bank, 

" D you, I say, for a gang of niggers that ought 

to be well cow-hided. I'd lash you if I got a chance 
and send you all to h — ^1 ! " 

."Go there yourself, sar, if you wish, but nebber 
mind us," growls the nearest darkey emboldened by 
"'mancipation." 

Then they take no further notice of this specimen 
of the dominant race, whose yells and blasphemies 
ring out over the water long after we are under 
way. 

November 26ih. — ^Island No. 10 was passed while 
most of the passengers were asleep. Its capture by a 
Federal expedition in 1862 had been a great event of 
the war and had opened the way to Memphis, so we 
might well regret not seeing No. 10. I must here 
pause to remark, that, if islands are to be numbered 
instead of being named, there is a certain little ter- 
ritory, lying north-west of Calais and within sight of 
the French coast, for which I distinctly claim the 
title of Island No. 1. 

The Atlantic made .good progress during this fore- 
noon, albeit we ^ had shoal water at one place, and 
sent our long-boat ahead to take soundings. The 
weather was delightful, with such a breeze as you 
would feel in the early part of an English September, 
and warm sunshine to thaw us after the frosty night. 
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Antamn leaves miglit be noticed on muir of the 
trees, which were not quite bare like tboce pnaoed 
higher up. Altogether there was an exponsioii 
and geniality about nature, as we saw her on the 
Bliores of Tennessee and Arkansas, that would have 
justified any number of swallows in flying sonUi. 
"How cold it must be in Chicago to^y!" was tlte 
comforting thought of my fellow-paaBengers, while 
they basked in noontide sunshine ; but when a few 
hours Iiad gone by, and the sim was slanting wcBb- 
ward, it began to be cold in Tennessee. There waa 
ft keenneSB m the air that savoured of October rather 
than September, as we touched for fuel on the Ar- 
kansas side, a few miles down stream from Fort 
Pillow — Fort Pillow of evil reputation, where the 
Confederates under General Forrest massacred their 
prisoners, now utterly desolate and showing no sign 
of having been a military post. 

Nothing could be more peaceful in aspect than 
this Arkansas colony which lived by wood-cutting. 
Peaceful scarcely describes it, stagnant and forlorn 
would give a better notion of the sjiot. Our vessel 
was moored beneath the crumbling bank, our dedc- 
hands were busily at work, and I went ashore along 
witli other passengers to search for au intelligent 
native. We found Mm standing near the firewood, 
a grave sickly-looking man, with high cheekbones 
and hollow cheeks, shivering in the fresh evening 
He was not very formidable in appearance 
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not carry an Arkansas toothpick, and spoke cour- 
teously to those who addressed him. 

"What's the distance to Memphis, Mister?" cries 
one of our party. 

"Eeckon it may be fifty miles," returned the 
hollow -cheeked wood -cutter; "but I was never 
aboard a steamer in my life except the ferry boat 
lower down." 

"Why, really now!" 

"No, sir; though I've often wanted to go, only I 
never seemed to feel quite like it. I've been kinder 
sick for most seasons since I was a boy." 

"Where were you raised, then?" 

Wood-cutter (with a motion of the thumb over his 
shoulder), " Out there, West, in Arkansas." 

" What sort of a place is this in summer ? " say L 

The native looks doubtfully round, as though to 
gather an appropriate simile froin nature, but, in the 
desolate condition of things at this time, he is foiled, 
and reverting to hard facts enquires of me, " Do you 
know Buffalo gnats ?" 

" No, I can't say that I do." 

" Wal, they're worse than 'skeeters, and the air's 
so thick with them at times in summer we can hardly 
see. They kill the cattle right oflf, kinder eat them 
alive. But sometimes we have more trouble with 
water than anything else. In the floods it'll be 
knee-deep over here, and rush away for miles up the 
country." He points to a spot thirty feet above the 
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present lerel of the stream, as i&dkating what it can 
do when flooded. 

^Do von get through much work, sir?" demands 
a youth from Riiladelphia, gazing towards the dimi- 
nished pOe of firewood. 

** I could work harder," repUes the native, " only 
I have intermittent fever, you see, in summer. This 
is the best season, a man can enjoy himself now, 
except for ague, and get a deal of chopping done. 
Irishmen can work hard. Thevll do more than 

m 

Americans, for they've been bred up to it, all but 
knowing how to use the axe. Give them a spade, sir, 
and they'll dig from morning till evening. We've 
had many come here, but then they die off, you see. 
I reckon, if they were all alive at once, we'd have 
quite a city; as it is, there's only me and that 
gentleman," 

" This reminds me, sir, of Slartin Chuzzlewit'' 
exclaims the young Philadelphian, as we return ou 
board together. Then, he adds, " I like Mr. Dickens 
in his novel about America better than in his bcN»k 
of travels ; but he &» a smart man, don't you think 
so, sirr 

END OF VOL. I. 
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